Calor Village of the Year® competition 2007/08
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Cheers!

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPETITION

The following statement (taken from the Calor wefdbest sums up what the Calor Village of the
Year® competition was all about:

“The Calor Village of the Year competition ran beem 1996 and 2009 with the specific aim of
encouraging and rewarding sustainable, enterprasmugvibrant rural communities across Britain.
Thousands of villages benefited from taking parbath county and national level, through
working together, engendering a genuine senserofamity spirit.

The competition rewarded well-balanced, pro-actbaing communities which, irrespective of
size, made the best of local opportunities to ereagustainable future and cope with environmental
change.

The Calor Village of the Year competition broughdamg benefits to those who took part, regardless
of whether they won a County, Regional or Natidrtkd. All entrants reaped real benefits from
working together as a village, engendering a gengense of community spirit. Feedback from
participating villages over the years revealed camities pulling together, improving the quality

of life for young and old, embarking upon ambitiqusjects - and achieving them - and creating
warm, welcoming places to live”.

It should be noted at this point that the ‘Distrantd ‘Suffolk’ rounds of this competition were
organised by local bodies. The Suffolk Associatibhocal Councils, in partnership with Suffolk
County Council and the various District Councils ¢ur case Suffolk Coastal District Council),
were responsible for arranging these events.



DISTRICT COUNCIL ROUND - 2007

Levington’s enthusiastic journey in this competitgtarted in early 2007 when the Parish Council
decided to enter the village in the Suffolk CoaBlisitrict Council round of the Calor Suffolk
Village of the Year Awards®. That year, in Suffotke Awards were open to villages of up to 500
persons on the electoral roll (at that time we juati212). We sent in our submission to cover the
judging areas of community spirit, general appeegast the village, the Parish Council, natural
environment, and special activities that imprdssJune we were judged, and in July were
delighted to hear we had won! So we became ‘Suffmastal District Council Village of the Year
2007’ and won the annual silver cup and a chequgZ00.

Suffolk Coastal District Council Chairman CllIr. Gagr presenting the annual
trophy, certificate and cheque for £200 to LevimgRarish Council Chairman
David Long and Parish Councillor Pat Pryke.

This then made us eligible for the ...
COUNTY ROUND - 2007
We duly entered the Calor Suffolk Village of theaY® round competing with five other villages in

two stages. Our village hall displays became damger than in the previous round! The final
judging was carried out on the 4th August by Ra&ieane, a presenter from BBC Radio Suffolk.

Villagers with Rachel Sloane of BBC Radio Suffaitsiole Levington Village Hall
4th August 2007.



On tenterhooks, we listened to Rachel’s aftern@aiorprogramme on 10th August for the final
results. We were highly delighted to hear thathad won the ‘Calor Suffolk Village of the Year®
2007’, and happy villagers descended on The Ship t®lebratory drink (or two)!

This time we were rewarded with a cheque for £1,@00alor plaque and certificate, 2 flower tubs
from Notcutts (now situated outside the villagehhand £200 towards the Suffolk Awards
ceremony. A local business, OOCL, generously albws to host the ceremony in their dining
room, and thus we were able to accommodate appabeiyn140 people. The Parish Council and
villagers enjoyed a superb Awards afternoon incii@pany of many others including District
Councillors and representatives from the other@kiffillages who had competed. We were also
pleased to receive firkins of beer from Adnams &b@0 of Notcutts vouchers. The famous
Lowestoft Porcelain company also gave us a supérbfg specially designed tea caddy depicting
hand painted scenes of Levington. So our journdkis competition was becoming a memorable
onel

Levington Parish Council receiving the Calor Suffdlillage of the Year® plaque and cheque for £1806t Calor’'s
Marc Welstand at the Suffolk Awards Ceremony hreldevington on 6th October 2007.

Winning ‘Calor Suffolk Village of the Year®' thenade us eligible to enter the ...
REGIONAL ROUND - 2008

Now the competition was getting tougher — much kauf We quickly realised that this was a
completely different ‘ball game’. We now had tamuete with the best villages from
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, dl&rfEssex and Hertfordshire.

We produced another submission for Calor. Thagdlhall displays, with lots of hard work,
became even larger and even more comprehensiv@uAParish Councillors and village
organisation representatives gathered togetheéhé&Regional Judging day on the 15th April. The
judges on this occasion were David Perkins and ReByavater. They were taken on a short tour
of the parish to see our beautiful Area of OutsitagdNatural Beauty, Levington Marina and Creek,
and our lovely 13th century St. Peter’s Churchpbetrriving back at the village hall to meet
everyone and see our displays.



Judges David Perkins and Pamela Bywater (frontregrsurrounded by enthusiastic villagers.

After judging day, we were on tenterhooks yet ageaiting for the Regional results. To our
absolute delight we found out in mid-May that wel ln@en successful and were now the ‘Calor
Eastern Region Village of the Year® 2008'.

This then made us eligible to enter the ...
National Round — 2008

The stakes were upped once more, as we now hamiripate with the four other top villages in
England. However, never being afraid of a chakgmyir enthusiasm and commitment took off!
The village hall displays grew even bigger and loéstl, we finally, in double quick time,
launched our first Levington website.

The village hall made ready for the judges.

Final judgement day was on Tuesday 8th July whewaleomed judges Cynthia Holme, Ann
Hunt and Heather Stallard, accompanied by BrianliShhe Calor Co-ordinator. We kept to our
previous winning formula of tour around the parshving back at a buzzing village hall full of
enthusiastic villagers and comprehensive displaythe life of Levington. We had a hugely
enjoyable finals judging day.



Final judging day! Our three lady judges, Heathéalird, Ann Hunt and Cynthia Holme with Levingt@arish
Councillors and some of our enthusiastic villaggamisation representatives.

As soon as the judges had departed at 1-30pm, vd®sa@ to unwind and enjoy a lovely lunch
together prepared by three of our village 'supeksd

Raise your glasses to a job well done!

Once more it was a tense time prior to the residiltee National Round being revealed. Due to the
prestigious nature of these awards, the announdsraad prize giving were held at the Guildhall

in London. On 2nd December, David Long (Parishr@duChairman) and Pat Pryke (Parish
Councillor and Village of the Year co-ordinatordvelled up to London to hear Levington’s fate!

The afternoon started well with Levington first wing the ‘Environment Category Award’ (£500).
Then David Long and Pat Pryke were invited on stagmllect the ‘Calor Eastern Village of the
Year Award®’ (£2,000 and metal plaque). Proceeslitgn started to get even more serious! As
at the Oscars, Calor's Managing Director Alex Davopened the large gold envelope in his hand.
The winner of the ‘Calor England Village of the Y®ais ... LEVINGTON in Suffolk! Wild

cheers, enthusiastic clapping, music and congtaiakaall round whilst two Levington Parish
Councillors looked at each other, momentarily sathand overwhelmed. Then the sheer delight of
going up on stage to receive the England award@®7plus metal plaque) from the BBC presenter
Bill Turnbull.



A momentous occasion!
L-R: Bill Turnbull, Pat Pryke, David Long, Alex Das.

Phone lines in Levington glowed red hot duringafternoon, as a celebratory drink to welcome
back the triumphant party was arranged in The Shimt evening villagers crammed into an
already busy pub and greeted the entrance of gdgptbearers with loud cheers!

What then does this final accolade (together withduccesses of previous judging rounds) say
about Levington? It tells of the tremendous comityspirit of the villagers and their pride in
living in such a great place. Without the hard kvof many (often behind the scenes and not
seeking plaudits) Levington would not have everad the District Council Round in the first
place, let alone gone on to win the England title.

We say with pride that Levington can go down irtdng as the:

‘CALOR ENGLAND VILLAGE OF THE YEAR® 2008’



