*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
LEVINGTON AND STRATTON HALL

PARISH COUNCIL
NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2009

WE DID IT!
LEVINGTON is the
Calor ENGLAND Village of the Year® 2008/09
www.levington.org

Dear Villager - Welcome to the first newsletter of 2009 and a warm welcome to
any new residents to our parish
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN
(David Long)

WELL, HERE WE ARE at the beginning of 2009 and the parish council
newsletter has become part of life in our village. We are more aware about what
happens in our village which has resulted in increased attendance at many
events. I believe that people really do read the newsletter and it can therefore
be used effectively to aid our village organisations and provide information to
the community. Going forward I would like to encourage you to join our local
groups [or think about starting a new one!] and you are always welcome to come
and ‘observe’ the parish council meetings and to have your say in the open
forums.
During the past year –


You helped us keep the parish and river area clean and tidy by your support
for our various Litter Picks



You supported the Church and Village Hall and the many village organisations
by being a member or attending or organising events



You enabled us to be HUGELY successful in the Calor Village of the Year
competition, winning so many of its rounds and finally the top accolade of
Calor ENGLAND Village of the Year. Levington has been well and truly put on
the map!



You supported Parish Councillors and the work they do on your behalf. Your
comments have been much appreciated.

[David Long, Parish Chairman]

WE WISH YOU HAD BEEN THERE!
THE CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR AWARDS LUNCHEON –
TUESDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2008
It was the ‘Villages’ equivalent to the OSCARS! The stunning Guildhall in London
was the venue. The reason, the Calor Village of the Year Awards to reward
outstanding villages.
Parish Chairman David Long and parish councillor and village of the year coordinator Pat Pryke were privileged to attend. The afternoon started well with
Levington first winning the Environment Category Award (£500). Totally,
unexpected! It got better! The next Award we went on stage for was the Calor
Eastern Region Village of the Year Award (£2,000). BUT IT GOT EVEN
BETTER!! As at the OSCARS, Alex Davis Calor’s Managing Director had the
large gold envelope in his hand. He opened it and said …the winner of the Calor
ENGLAND Village of the year IS …… long pause ……… LEVINGTON, in Suffolk.
Wild cheers, enthusiastic clapping, music and hugs all round whilst two Levington
parish councillors looked at each other, momentarily stunned and overwhelmed,
before then receiving the Award (£7,000 and the prized plaque) from Bill
Turnbull, the BBC Breakfast presenter and ex-Strictly Come Dancing contender
2007! We wish you all could have been there! The Awards are a testament to all
the hard work that you put into our community life.
You are CALOR

ENGLAND VILLAGE OF

THE YEAR!

If you’re interested you can see some of the Awards ceremony on the TV
Country Channel
www.countrychannel.tv and there is also a video on
www.calorvillageoftheyear.co.uk . Just click on the video at top right of the
page.
[Parish Chairman David Long and Cllr. Pat Pryke]

AFTER THE ANNOUNCMENT OF
CALOR ENGLAND VILLAGE OF THE YEAR®
Life turned upside down for some parish councillors and villagers for a few days!
Television crews, local radio presenters and press reporters were immediately
on the scene after the news that Levington was the first Suffolk village to ever
reach the dizzy heights of Calor England Village of the Year. Parish councillors
had to react instantly to requests from the media. To get the news fresh onto
our screens or in our local papers or on our local radio the deadlines were tight.
Most reporters asked us to muster some villagers together, at very short notice
(half and hour to an hour!) during the daytime! Most wanted to use The Ship as a
suitable venue (well the Wednesday was a very cold day and The Ship was warm
and cosy!). Here we must THANK Mark Johnson, the Manager of The Ship.
He and his staff not only accommodated a sudden large influx of villagers on the
Tuesday night who wanted to celebrate when the news broke (and it was free
drinks all round) but they were also fantastic about the TV cameras taking over
the pub and the press invasion most of Wednesday. We didn’t need to worry
about the diners or those who popped in for a drink either! Although we
apologised for any disruption they seemed to happily soak up the excitement of
it all! And Look East’s reporter Mike Liggins got real settled by the fire whilst
interviewing folk! Some of you will have seen the numerous TV and press
articles. There are videos on the East Anglian Daily Times and BBC Look East
websites. Calor’s citation of Levington is elsewhere in this newsletter.

The Guildhall, London – Tuesday 2nd December 2008
Parish Chairman David Long and parish councillor Pat Pryke receiving the Calor
ENGLAND Village of the Year Award for Levington from BBC TV presenter Bill Turnbull
and Calor’s Managing Director Alex Davies.

LEVINGTON HISTORY CLUB 2009 PROGRAMME
The meeting dates for this year’s History Club events are:
Thursday 9th April 2009 - AGM and Members’ Research night
Thursday 9th July 2009 Speaker: Pip Wright on “Frolic, Fervour and Fornication”. Now
there’s a title of intrigue to tempt you out to come and hear him!
Thursday 8th October 2009 Speaker: Stuart Bowell on “East Anglian Dialect”. Stuart
comes highly recommended as a very entertaining speaker. We’re expecting a full house
that night!
Meetings are at 7.30pm in Levington Village Hall. Do consider joining this Club. Members
get priority and cheap entry to all events. However, as space allows, the aim is to ‘open’
Speaker nights to everyone in the village. So if you are interested do make a note in your
diaries of all the events planned or ring Sally Long on 659342 or Jane Timmins on
659298.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE CALOR PRESS RELEASE
Levington, Suffolk, has won the 2008 Calor Village of the Year® for England award.
Levington came first in the Environment category for the East England region, winning
the regional competition, before winning overall. The village of Levington is situated to
the south east of Ipswich in the county of Suffolk and has a population of just 280.
Considering its small size and close vicinity to Felixstowe port – already the UK’s largest
container terminal and set to grow further – it would be understandable if community
spirit in Levington wasn’t great. However, this is far from the case; in fact the opposite
is true. Over 40% of the villagers in Levington offer their help, in one form or another,
in the running of activities, of which there are many, catering for all members of the
community from the youngest to the oldest. The village also makes a large contribution
to the running of activities and opportunities offered in conjunction with Levington’s
neighbouring parish of Nacton. With a heritage of diverse buildings which need to be
protected villagers work hard to support and protect their local environment. The village
church and surrounding churchyard have been transformed by good planning,
enthusiastic fundraising and hard work. Other listed buildings have been saved from
inappropriate development and the Village Hall has been made safe, ‘fit for purpose’, and
accessible for all, including the disabled. While trying to maintain the quality of the
natural and built environment, the Parish Council in Levington has also been a catalyst for
work to support and improve the business community. Efforts are continually being made
to save local services and amenities with campaigns to maintain the bus service and for
the local post office in Nacton to be saved from closure. Central to the Parish Council’s
work has been greatly improved communication with villagers and a more robust
consultation process which takes into account the views of everyone in the community
when it comes to decisions that will affect them. Many initiatives have resulted from
the Parish Council’s lead and all can enjoy the improvement in facilities and activities
that have been made possible by the enthusiasm, hard work and active participation of
an increasing proportion of villagers.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2009/10
The Parish Council have fixed dates for this year and until May 2010 as follows:
Wednesday 7th January 2009
Wednesday 4th March 2009
Tuesday 12th May 2009 – AGM
Tuesday 7th July 2009
Wednesday 2nd September 2009
Wednesday 4th November 2009
Tuesday 5th January 2010
Wednesday 3rd March 2010
Tuesday 11th May AGM 2010
Councillors aim to adhere to these dates unless circumstances change and there
is a need for some rescheduling. If this should happen notification will be given.
Villagers are always welcome to attend and observe Parish Council meetings.
Before the meeting commences there is the opportunity to comment on any of
the agenda items at the pre-agenda session. Any other topics can be brought to
Parish Councillors’ attention in the Open Forum at the end.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PARISH CLERK
Jean, our current Parish Clerk, is now looking forward to a well earned
retirement at the end of this year. The Parish Council has received an approach
by a villager who is interested in becoming the next Parish Clerk. Before the
Parish Council proceeds further with this, we would be willing to consider an
interest from any other resident.
If you are interested, please write to Parish Chairman David Long, The Driftway,
Church Lane, Levington by the end of this month (January 2009).

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON CLUB
The Christmas Lunch on Tuesday 9th December was a great success! We thank Jo and all
the team for the hard work they put in every month and on these special occasions. The
Village of the Year judges needed to have looked no further than the conviviality at
Luncheon Club to see Levington’s community spirit alive and well. With the emphasis on
spirit as the wine flowed freely!! A superb meal was served of whole roast partridge and
roast pear with all the accompaniments and Len’s superb Christmas pudding and brandy
sauce. It’s no mean feat to cook and serve a Christmas meal for 45 people so here a huge
thank you to all the cooks and servers and washer uppers who made it such an enjoyable
occasion for everybody.

The raffle tables (yes 2!) absolutely groaned with wonderful prizes thanks to everyone’s
generosity, especially one lovely (tall!) person who wished to remain anonymous who again
was very generous in his giving. Most folk returned home with a bottle or a gift of some
sort. Well everyone except Ian Angus …….all say Ah!!

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The W.I. is for the woman of today. It offers you the chance to make
new friends, have a good time, learn new skills in a supportive environment
and
to
get
involved
in
local
and
national
issues.
W.I.s meet for talks and demonstrations on anything and everything. If
you would like to join us and see what 2009 holds in store for Levington
WI then do come along to the Village Hall at 7.30pm on the second
Wednesday of the month.

The 2009 programme for Levington WI is:
January 14th ‘Has beens Skiffle Group’ plus Pot Luck
Supper
February 11th ‘DNA and all that’
March 11th
‘Forty Years at the Forge’
April 8th
‘It shouldn’t happen to a Radio Presenter’ with
Mark Murphy from Radio Suffolk
th
May 13
Resolutions Meeting plus savoury supper
June 10th
‘Bees and Flowers’
July 8th
Day out at the Felixstowe Hut including Lunch
August – no meeting
September 9th ‘Turkish Cuisine’
October 14th
‘The work of St. Dunstans’
November 11th Annual General Meeting
December 9th ‘The History of Felixstowe’
Tempted by the programme to come and join us? Our members are very friendly and
you’d be most welcome. For more information or any queries, do contact either Pat Owen
(President) on 659331; or Diane Willsteed (Secretary) on 659257.

VILLAGE OF THE YEAR CELEBRATIONS
The Parish Council were delighted at the support from villagers on Monday 8th December
when we held two events in the Village Hall to celebrate the winning of Calor ENGLAND
Village of the Year. 40 of you turned up for tea and cakes in the afternoon (with
something more strong on offer as well!) and 60 of you in the evening for drinks and
finger food buffet. If we had held just the one event we wouldn’t have all got in the
Village Hall! It was a very happy occasion thanks to everyone’s efforts and to so many
villagers turning out to enjoy the village’s success and each other’s company.
At both events the Levington video was premiered in wide screen Technicolor
showing ‘A day in the life of Levington’. It actually showed more than that since it
included images of village events and seasons of the year. The DVD was very well
received and over 70 were ordered by the end of the evening! Several have gone to
friends and families – some abroad!

THE LEVINGTON DVD
REMEMBER …. YOU CAN STILL ORDER COPIES
If you would like a copy of the Levington DVD (cost £5) please either see or contact
David Pryke on 659554. The video covers from sunrise to sunset and starts with the
village waking up at dawn, people walking, collecting their newspapers, dog walking, going
off to school, horse-riding etc. It then goes on to cover village events during the day
and evening. There is a section on our lovely Church, grasscutting and clear up days and a
fine rendition of ‘We Plough the Fields and Scatter’ at Harvest Festival service! It also
includes a circular tour of the parish which includes enlightening clips of what our
businesses and Marina actually do. You’ll see wonderful images of our local landscape and
river scene and the way we look after it with our litter picks. Altogether a lovely
snapshot of Levington in 2008.

DISCOUNTED OFFER FROM CALOR
Calor can offer any Levington villager a free site survey and the offer of a
subsidised Calor bulk tank installation. This offer would be for any one who is
considering changing their existing oil or electric boiler to a high efficiency gas
boiler. Calor would supply a 1200 litre bulk tank and up to 20m of pipe to the
building, this work would be carried out for a £150.00. The customer would need
to complete all the civil work. The contact number for any enquiries is 0870
2411602 quote JP ASMVOTY Offer.
------------------------------------

DOREEN RALPH
OUR ROVING EAST ANGLIAN DAILY TIMES REPORTER
We must THANK Doreen Ralph who regularly puts Levington in the news with the
articles she writes for the East Anglian Daily Times (EADT). Her reports are printed in
the ‘Villages Section’.
Doreen has been providing the EADT with ‘Levington articles’ for many years. She covers
events, obituaries, forthcoming events, happenings in the village etc. Her reports always
make interesting reading and she always tries to ensure everyone that should gets a
thank you or a mention.
Thanks again Doreen. We do appreciate the time and effort you put into publicising what
goes on in Levington on a regular basis. There can be no doubt that readers of this
section in the EADT cannot fail to notice how much goes on in this small village of ours!

THE VILLAGE DIARY
-----------------------------------------Sunday 11th January

-----------------------------------------------------------------3.00pm EVENSONG (St. Peter’s Church)

Tuesday 13th January

12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (Village Hall) (Booked
places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)

Wednesday 14th January

7.30pm WI (Village Hall) ‘Party Evening’ with the
‘Has Been’s’ Skiffle Group and Pot Luck Supper
-----------------------------------------------------------------11.00am MORNING PRAYER (St. Peter’s Church)

-----------------------------------------Sunday 18th January
Tuesday 20th January
Wednesday 21st January
-----------------------------------------Sunday 25th January
-----------------------------------------Sunday 1st February

10.45am Mobile Library (Bridge Rd layby)
7.30pm Repeat CHRISTMAS SLIDE SHOW
(Village Hall)
7.30pm GARDENING CLUB (Bees/Beekeeping)
-----------------------------------------------------------------10.00am MORNING WORSHIP (St. Peter’s Church)
-----------------------------------------------------------------10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (St. Peter’s Church)

Tuesday 2nd February
-----------------------------------------Sunday 8th February

10.45am Mobile Library (Bridge Rd layby)
-----------------------------------------------------------------3.00pm EVENSONG (St. Peter’s Church)

Tuesday 10th February

12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (Village Hall) (Booked
places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)

Wednesday 11th February

7.30pm WI (Village Hall) ‘DNA and all that’ with
Angela Pratt
-----------------------------------------------------------------NO SERVICE AT LEVINGTON
but Benefice
Service at Nacton at 10..00am

-----------------------------------------Sunday 15th February
Tuesday 17th February
-----------------------------------------Sunday 22nd February
-----------------------------------------Sunday 1st March

10.45am Mobile Library (Bridge Rd layby)
-----------------------------------------------------------------10.00am MORNING WORSHIP (St. Peter’s Church)
-----------------------------------------------------------------10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (St. Peter’s Church)

Tuesday 3rd March

10.45am Mobile Library (Bridge Rd layby)

Wednesday 7th March
-----------------------------------------Sunday 8th March

7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL meeting (Village Hall)
-----------------------------------------------------------------3.00pm EVENSONG (St. Peter’s Church)

Tuesday 17th March

6.00pm Police/Local Community Engagement
Public meeting (Bucklesham Village Hall)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 7th JANUARY 2009
The Chairman welcomed the District Councillor, Police Office Mike Crisp and 2 villagers who observed the
business of the Council and participated in the village forum at the end. There were no matters raised at the preagenda meeting.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien).
There has been a delay in the Local Government Review process. The Secretary of State wished more information
on Norfolk's financial case and so the Boundary Commission will not be reporting until February and the Secretary
of
States’ decision is now due 27th March. Mrs.O’Brien reported that she hoped to present several reports to Cabinet
one of which is the results of the consultation on secondary school provision for Felixstowe. The report
recommends that there should be 1 secondary school located on 1 site and that site on the existing Orwell School
site. This recommendation is supported by both schools, governors, SCDC and Town Council. The other reports
include: the Annual Performance Assessment for Children's Service by Ofsted. A grade 3 rating was received,
which was good. Top grade is 4. National Curriculum outcomes in Suffolk. Overall this was disappointing,
particularly at ages 11, 16. Some results, as has been published have been unreliable this year because of the
marking, but the performance in '08 was not as good as wished.

District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer).
Mrs. Falconer wished everyone a Happy New Year. She also congratulated everyone on winning the
Calor England Village of the Year competition. She reported that the Local Development Framework
documents are out and that comments have to be made by 20th February. This large document covers
Development Control Policies Preferred Options and the Site Specific Allocations and Policies. In
particular, the Site Specific document sets out a number of site development options which landowners
have presented to Suffolk Coastal. This is a very vital piece of work that will shape our area’s planning
rules for the next 17 years.
Police Report (Pc Mike Crisp)
We were pleased to welcome Pc Mike Crisp our new SNT Area Police Officer. He reported crimes in
the parish since November. These were: 2 unattended cars broken into (one parked near Walk Farm the
other at the Marina); 1 theft of a chainsaw on a construction site close to Walk Farm; 2 thefts of boats
(one found abandoned on the far bank of the river); 1 expensive outboard motor stolen; and 2 driveway mirrors stolen off their wooden fixings on property in Church Lane and Gun Hill. (The latter one
has been found and returned to the owners). [Parish Councillors discussed with Pc Crisp the
significant incident in the village during the evening of 30th December when 7 cars in convoy were
heard and seen racing around the village causing a danger to other road users and pedestrians
especially on the single track road past the Ship and on to Stratton Hall].

Local Government
Re-organisation
In Suffolk

Local
Development
Framework
(LDF)

Safer Neighbourhood Team
Finance

Locality Budget

Councillors to attend further Town and Parish Liaison
meeting in January. The Parish Council had received a copy
of the results of the Town and Parish Survey of the Local
Government re-organisation process to which they had
contributed. Independent report on affordability of the
financial cases published www.boundarycommittee.org.uk
The Parish Council received a letter from Red House
Farm advising they had offered land to Suffolk Coastal
District Council for development purposes. However, in
the SCDC’s consultation document it was inadvertently
shown as 7.3 hectares. It should read 1 hectare. The
Parish Chairman spoke to Suffolk Coastal but it was
too late to change the document. The District Council
confirmed they are expecting a letter from Red House
Farm confirming the amount is now 1 hectare.
Councillors attended a Local Development Workshop.
Consultations on Suffolk Coastal’s LDF had been
received - Core Strategy Development Control Policies
Preferred Options and Site Specific Allocations and
Policies Issues and Options Consultation.
The Parish Council is carefully considering this and will
be responding by the closing date in February as there
could be detrimental effect on our immediate
surrounding environment. An additional Parish Council
meeting would be arranged for early in February.
Cllr. Angus attended the first tasking meeting of the new
Safer Neighbourhood Team in November.
Parish councillors agreed that there would be no increase
in the 2009-10 parish precept and would notify the
District Council accordingly. The Clerk’s expenses and
salary were agreed as were other expenses. The finances
were in a healthy state with some reserves which the
Parish Council would keep for any unexpected eventuality.
Cllr. Patricia O’Brien had kindly contributed £300 to the
village from her County Council Locality Budget. This is to
be used to purchase 10 more chairs for the Village Hall.

Planning
Applications

(1)
(2)

Sea Breeze, Bridge Road – this application has now
been withdrawn.
Suffolk Yacht Harbour – erection of security station -

[Supported by Parish Council on 26/11/08]
(3)

1 & 2 Stratton Hall Cottages, Stratton Hall Drift Erection of replacement dwelling [Planning Committee

(4)

Pinetree Cottages, Bridge Road – Erection of rear
Conservatory – [Planning Committee arranged for

arranged for 8/1/09]

8/1/09]
Correspondence

Freedom of
Information
Councillor
reports

Parish Councillors dealt with the following items of
correspondence. SCDC – Encouraging more filming in Suffolk;
SCC Draft Fire Action Plan 09/10; SCC Waste Core
Strategy Issues and Options; ‘Access Suffolk’ Linking
Communities to Nature; Letters of congratulation for
winning Calor England Village of the Year; Suffolk Coasts &
Heaths CONNECT scheme; SCC Planning London 2012
Olympic & Paralympic Games; Communities and Local
Government – Communities in Control; SCC Adult and
Community Services
New model publication scheme to be adopted and in operation
from January 2009.
Chairman David Long reported that hedging plants had been
received, free of charge, under the SCDC Village Planting
Scheme. Suffolk Biodiversity form completed.
Cllr. David Pryke reported on the recent Village Hall AGM.
Cllr. Angus advised a Condition Survey to be undertaken on
the Almshouses and on the forthcoming parish litter picks.
Cllr, Pat Pryke reported no problems on public transport.
Cllr. Barker gave an update on footpaths. dog bins, flytipping that had been reported. Enquiries to be made about
legality of planting trees/hedging.
On Emergency Planning Cllr. Sharp reported on work to be on
the Plan. Cllr. Timmins advised on the proposed power cuts in
the village on 12 January. Discussion ensued on what
arrangements might be needed for our elderly residents.

VILLAGE FORUM
Enquiry about progress on refurbishment of the War Memorial. [Chairman

responded by saying he was still awaiting a revised response from a
stonemason. He would chase this up].
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE CHRISTMAS SLIDE SHOW
The Christmas Slide Show given by Derek Girling and David Pryke on the
‘2008 Happenings of Levington’ on 4th December raised £213.00 which will
go towards a new digital projector. A big thank you to all those who
attended and supported this event. A thank you also to Derek and David
for once again giving us an interesting and enjoyable evening. They don’t
expect praise but it does take some time and effort to be out and about
photographing during the year, including several hours sitting with two
projectors in a darkened room deciding which images should make the
final Show! AND THERE HAS BEEN A REQUEST FOR A SECOND
SHOWING by several who could not attend on the 4th December. So if
you missed the Show (or want to see it again!) then there will be
A REPEAT SLIDE SHOW on:
Tuesday 20th January 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Refreshments will be included. £3.00 on the door.
-----------------------------------POPPY COLLECTION IN LEVINGTON
From Derek and Rosanne Girling, on behalf of the Royal
British Legion, a big thank you to everyone in the village and
at
OOCL
(UK)
Ltd
for
purchasing
poppies
in
October/November. The amount raised was £378.60 - an
increase on last year.
-----------------------------------MOBILE POLICE VAN coming 13th January
The next visit of the Mobile Police Van is Tuesday 13th January. It will be
at Bridge Road Layby from 11.45am to 1.15pm. Do call in and see PCSO
Kevin Mann. This is your opportunity to chat with the local police if you
have any comments, problems or wish to report anything.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

WARNING PURSE THEFTS
The Mobile Police Van and some of the Safer Neighbourhood police
officers were out and about in Woodbridge recently warning ladies about
the spate of purse thefts in that area. In eleven months, 27 purse
thefts had been reported in Woodbridge with a cash loss of over £2,000.
So their advice is ‘Please keep an eye on your handbag because if you

don’t someone else will!’
Further advice is:
•
•
•
•
•

Keep your purse out of sight
Zip up your bag – keep it closed
Wear a shoulder bag across the front of your body
If people push or bump into you – check your bag straight
away
Do NOT leave your handbag on a shopping trolley or pushchair
– hold on to it

ALWAYS KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR BAG
------------------------------------------The police were handing out free security purse chains. These purse
chains aim to prevent the potential stealing of purses from handbags with
one end of the chain clipping directly to the handbag and the other end
onto the purse. Whilst we live in a safe area it is important still to make
sure our belongings are safe. Cllr. Pat Pryke is obtaining a supply for our
lady residents which will be available for free in due course.
If you have any information relating to PURSE or WALLET theft contact the Police
Community Intelligence Hotline 0800 783 9112
[Contributed by Bob Hardwick Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator]

SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
The first meeting of the new amalgamated Safer Neighbourhood Team
(SNT) took place on 18th November. This Team now covering Felixstowe,
the Trimleys and the rural parishes including Levington, met in Walton to
decide how the work of the new enlarged team would be organised.
Changes were necessary in order to ensure that each area would feel that
their different issues could be adequately addressed.
It was decided that in the rural parishes we will have our own Community
Engagement Public Meetings every three months, starting in March, at
which all members of the public can have their say about the local issues
that they wish to be addressed. The public meeting will be held on
Tuesday 17th March at Bucklesham Village Hall commencing at 6.00pm.
Three of the most pressing issues will then be taken to a ‘multi-agency
Tasking Meeting’, at which alternative strategies will be discussed and
plans made for improving each situation. Progress will be reported to the
next Community Engagement Meeting. If pressing issues need to be
addressed between meetings, they can be brought to the attention of the
police, who are in charge of administering the workings of the new
system. They can introduce the issue onto the agenda for the meeting
dealing with issues in Felixstowe or the Trimleys, which will take place in
the months when the rural parishes will not be meeting.
It is hoped that the whole Safer Neighbourhood team will be able to
concentrate full-time on their new tasks and will not be taken off to do
other more urgent police work
--------------------------------PLEASE NOTE if you wish to contact the new Sergeant in charge, Peter
Street, or our Area Police Officer, Mike Crisp, you are asked to use the
Police HQ Switchboard number which is 01473 613500. The previous
arrangement of using direct local numbers is not now recommended.

The Matthews

Hilary and John Weston

Dyfi Rackham

THE SIXTIES ERA MEAL AND QUIZ NIGHT organised by Levington
Local History Club 13th November 2008
The Village Hall was full. All tickets had sold out well in advance. Much to
her dismay, the Chairman Sally Long, missed the event she had organised,
as she succumbed to illness a couple of days earlier. But, as always in
Levington, others rallied round and all went to plan. You didn’t have to
dress up but those who did looked resplendent in their 60s style short
skirts, kaftans, etc. We hardly recognized Dr. Doshi in his ‘60s outfit’
complete with wig! Nancy and Mike Matthews came in clothes they
actually wore in the 60s. Not many of us could say we could get into
clothes we had 40 years ago! A 60s meal was enjoyed of pineapple, cheese
and onions on sticks followed by chicken and chips in a basket with a side
salad and then black forest gateau for pudding. The table quizzes tested
our brains – some picture rounds, others on events, TV, toys, songs in the
60s. The winning team was Marian and Tom Rose, Hilary and John Weston
and Filomena Cristallino and Jamie Gould.
These events don’t happen by accident and here a big thank you to
everyone involved who made the evening such a success, especially the
quiz masters, the cooks and helpers, those who prepared the Village Hall
and perhaps a special mention, with thanks, to Andrew Timmins for
dashing into Ipswich to collect the ordered chips for 60 people and
getting them back to the Village Hall hot! Judging by comments
afterwards everyone enjoyed a great evening. Sorry you missed it Sally!

ANGLIA IN BLOOM
The Parish Council has decided to further our sense of community by
entering Levington in ANGLIA IN BLOOM this year - the small villages
section. Anglia in Bloom is not a competition with other villages. We would
be assessed on, not only flora and landscaping and how we look after our
local environment but also on community spirit and participation. Judging
would be by a portfolio document and a one hour visit in July by two
judges. We would then be awarded, as appropriate, a level of achievement
such as Gold, Silver Gilt, Silver or Bronze Award or an Award of Merit.
We think this is an ideal opportunity to show how we can work together to
prepare for this.
The Parish Council has identified Cllrs. Linda Sharp, Pat Pryke and David
Long to help co-ordinate our efforts. However, they would be far more
effective if we could create an organising group of enthusiastic
volunteers, and a representative from village organisations.
We would really like to hear from you if you would like to help take this
forward. Please contact Linda, Pat or David by the end of January. We
have another excellent opportunity to show once again, what makes
Levington tick!
------------------------------------------

163 VILLAGE BUS SERVICE A REMINDER that the school
Spring half term is Monday 16th to Friday 20th February
This means, that for this one week, the 14.10hrs bus from Ipswich to
Levington does not operate.

DECORATING THE VILLAGE HALL FOR THE SEASON

[Some of the helpers]

The Village Hall looked
resplendent in its Christmas
finery thanks to the willing
souls who gave up their
Saturday morning on 29th
November to put the Christmas
decorations and Christmas tree
up. [And took them all down
again on 6th Jan]. They wouldn’t
expect thanks but their reward
was plenty of coffee and homemade mince-pies and Christmas
biscuits and the satisfaction of
seeing their efforts enjoyed by
.
the village clubs and groups that
use the Hall in December and
for the Village of the Year
celebrations on 8th December.

OUR NEW POLICE SAFETY NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
The new Sergeant of the restructured SNT (Sgt. Peter Street) called in
at Luncheon Club on Tuesday 9th December with Pc Mike Crisp, who covers
the rural areas, to say hello to villagers. This was much appreciated not
only by the Parish Councillors who were there but also by the large group
of Lunch Club members. Many said they appreciated the two police
officers calling in so that they could put names to faces. All will know we
had an excellent relationship with the previous team particularly Sgt. Neil
McKay and Pc Peter Hawkins and it was good to meet two members of the
new Team so that the successful relationship built up between Levington
villagers and our local SNT team can continue. Thanks Peter and Mike.
Sorry you couldn’t stay for lunch!

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
Here are the Gardening Club meetings for 2009 for you to note in your diaries.
All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated.
EVERYONE WELCOME.

Wednesday 21 January:
Bees and Bee Keeping
Wednesday 18 March:
The changing flora of Suffolk
Wednesday 20 May:
Guided Tour of Christchurch Park with Park Warden
7.00pm start at Christchurch Park, Ipswich
Wednesday 17 June:
Fuchsias
Saturday 18 July: Levington Flower and Produce Show
Friday – date to be confirmed. Visit to the gardens at East Ruston, Old
Vicarage, Norfolk.
Wednesday 21 October: (provisional date)
Illustrated talk on Britain in Bloom etc. by our own Bob Hardwick
Wednesday 18 November:
Butterflies with Richard Stewart, Suffolk Butterfly Recorder from 1994
to 2002.

[Further Information can be obtained from Marian Rose (659638) or
Caroline Young (659547)]

LEVINGTON CHURCHYARD and CHURCH AUTUMN CLEAR UP
Saturday morning 8th November dawned coldish but sunny and a record
number of helpers turned out – nearly 30!

[Some of the helpers on the day]
What brings everyone out especially when there is plenty to do in our own
gardens in the autumn not least trying to sweep up all those fallen leaves!
Is it perhaps the thought of the welcome coffee break half through the
morning and Diana’s freshly made rock cakes? Or perhaps the anticipation
of a swift half in the warmth of the hostelry next door at the end of our
exertions? Or is it just some of us want to continue to see our lovely
church and churchyard looking cared for not only for ourselves but for
everybody else who visits Levington. Whatever brings us out to the
church on autumn clear up day there is always satisfaction at the end of
the morning when everyone stands back and sees the fruits of their
labours. And this novice gardener is always pleased to see the rose
bushes she tentatively pruned in the autumn looking wonderful later the
following year and relief that she didn’t kill them off altogether! Once
again, we must thank Marian Rose for organising the clear up mornings
and
deciding
what
needs
doing
on
the
day.

[The Editor]
-------------------------------------------------------ADVANCE NOTICE FOR YOUR DIARIES
If you would like to come along to do a bit at the
SPRING CHURCHYARD CLEAR UP MORNING
then it’s planned for SATURDAY 4th APRIL 9.30am – 12 noon.

PUT ON YOUR WELLIES (or other suitable footwear)

THE PARISH
MORNING IS COMING UP!

SPRING

LITTER

PICK/CLEAR

UP

An invitation to all residents (young and old) to take part in this year’s
Parish Litter Pick on
SATURDAY morning 21st MARCH
Simply turn up outside the Village Hall at 9.30am. Gloves, bags and
litter picking equipment will be provided as usual.

[David Long and Pat Pryke were particularly pleased to pick up the Village
of the Year ENVIRONMENT Award at the Awards Lunch in London. Not
only did it cover everybody’s efforts in litter picking around our Parish
and on the river foreshore, it also covered the hedgerow survey and the
way the parish looks after its AONB area, the Village Green and the Red
House Walk area as well as our public buildings, i.e. St. Peter’s Church and
churchyard and the Village Hall, its newspaper box and person layby. Well
done everyone.]
----------------------------------

AND ADVANCE NOTICE FOR YOUR DIARIES
ADOPT-A-BEACH LITTER PICK
The Foreshore Clear-up morning will be on
SATURDAY 18th APRIL
(10.00am sharp, at the Creek Car Park).
[Final confirmation of this will be in the March Parish Council newsletter]

GOOD NEWS FOR YOUR POCKET!
NO INCREASE IN PARISH PRECEPT

Parish and Town Councils everywhere have been looking at their budget
for the year 2009/10. This is an important process every year. And you
may have noticed in the press that some councils have recently got into
severe financial difficulty!
The council has the power to raise money through taxation called a
precept. The precept is the parish council’s share of the council tax. The
parish council is served by the Clerk who is paid an allowance, reflecting
the national pay agreement, to manage the council and seven elected
parish councillors (councillors receive no payment – although expenses
could be claimed).
This Parish Council, having deliberated on the finances are pleased to
report that there will be NO increase in the Levington and Stratton Hall
parish precept for 2009/10. When councillors were elected, they set, as
a priority, a forward finance plan to ensure that there was a reasonable
‘reserve’ and to enable project planning to be undertaken. So far their
budgeting and predictions continue to be on target and the finances
remain in a healthy state.
The Finance Advisory team of Ian Angus, David Long, David Pryke and
Jean Ruthen (Parish Clerk) continue to meet and report back to full
Parish Council on a regular basis. Thanks for their excellent efforts!
---------------------------

SUFFOLK COASTAL DC has added its congratulations to Levington on
winning the prestigious Village of the Year award for England. They said To scoop the 2008 Calor Village of the Year for England award, Levington
first had to win the Suffolk Coastal competition before gaining the
accolade of being the best in Suffolk and then winning the regional
competition. “This is a marvellous achievement and is an excellent tribute
to all those in Levington whose efforts and community spirit has now
gained a richly deserved national spotlight,” said Cllr Mary Neale, Cabinet
Member for Countryside and Rural Issues. “I am so pleased that
Levington has been recognised as setting an example for the rest of the
country to follow, and I hope that many will look at and learn from their
experience
and
successes,”
added
Cllr
Neale.

[We can’t print all the numerous letters and e-mails of congratulation
received by the Parish Council here as there were a lot but here are one
or two more].
From Archdeacon Geoffrey – St. Edmundsbury
Great to hear
Levington’s success. Well done. My sincere congratulations.
From Chief Inspector Martin Barnes-Smith (who was in charge of
Operation Stack) Great news. As a village, we have really tested you by
parking hundreds of lorries in your back yard. As a community you have
worked really closely with all the agencies to make it work for everybody.
Many thanks again for your support and very well done.
From Christopher and Candia Gladstone (late of Levington Hall)
We’re thrilled to hear the wonderful news Many congratulations to
everyone involved. I know how hard you have all worked for this, and for
so long - it is very well deserved. I'm sure the judges were impressed not
just by the well-kept, pretty village, but the spirit with which everyone
has tackled challenges like the dreadful murders in 2006 and the ongoing
Operation Stack problems, and the wonderful sense of community.
Fantastic!
From Stephen Baker, Chief Executive Suffolk Coastal District Council
This is fantastic news - congratulations to all involved. Perhaps it’s a good
thing that there isn't a European village of the year, as you'd probably
win that as well!!

HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR TO ALL

Members of the Parish Council hope you have all had a lovely Christmas
and would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year. And who knows
what the New Year will bring! Some previous county and England Village of
the Year winners have been rewarded for their community efforts by a
visit from TRH the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall. Others
winning villages have been featured in Country Living magazine!
We have worked hard to achieve our successes in the Village of the Year
competition, we have worked together as a village and there has been a
genuine sense of community spirit. We’re now reaping the benefits of two
year’s efforts with prize money of £10,700 and permanent mementos in
the way of plaques and framed certificates.
THE PRIZE MONEY There is now a need to decide how best to use the
prize money. In this connection, the Parish Council has thoughts of
working with the Village Hall Trustees for further Village Hall
improvements, to the benefit of many in the village. However, we would
also value and welcome your ideas on how the money should be spent. Any
suggestions you may have please let Cllr. Pat Pryke know by the end of
January by writing to her at 1 Red House Walk, Levington or e-mailing her
at davidandpat@pryke100.fsnet.co.uk
---------------------------------------------AND FINALLY ….
Don’t forget to continue to look at Levington’s website. The web address
of www.levington.org has now been registered which should make it easier
for the Levington website to be found.

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on
WEDNESDAY 4th MARCH 2009
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS
David Long (Chairman) 659342
David Pryke (Vice-Chairman) 659554
Ian Angus 659249
Michael Barker 659425
Pat Pryke 659554
Linda Sharp 659771
Jane Timmins 659298
Parish Clerk – Jean Ruthen 659800
Mrs. Patricia O’Brien (County Councillor) 01394 448228
Mrs. Veronica Falconer (District Councillor) 01394 448263
Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
Safer Neighbourhood Team/Sgt. Peter Street 01473 613500
Area SNT Police Officer Pc Mike Crisp (01473) 613500
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