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MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)
Hello and welcome to the November 2011 Parish Council newsletter. A
special welcome to the new residents in the village.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------I hope everyone enjoyed the warmer days in October but no doubt none
of us enjoy so much the nights pulling in (except me!)! Inside this edition
there are lots of news and articles on village events. We always précis the
parish council meeting for you so that you have an idea of what is going on
at those meetings. Please contact me or any other councillor if you would
like more information. As its November dare I mention Christmas which is
creeping on the radar and in this edition you can find out about the
Christmas events happening in Levington soon.
Winter weather is fast approaching and here’s hoping that it will not be
as severe as the last two. We gave useful advice in bad weather in both
our November 2009 and 2010 parish council newsletters so do revisit
those editions. They are also on our website newsletters pages. By the
way, the newsletter has just won 2nd place in the Suffolk Association of
Local Councils (SALC) ‘Newsletter of the Year’ competition – the winners
being announced at the SALC AGM at Henley Community Centre on
November 7th. All town and parish councils throughout Suffolk were
invited to enter. Congratulations to Pat Pryke. A well deserved recognition
of all her skill and hard work on the Newsletter.
Two years ago Marian Rose joined the parish council team as our Parish
Clerk after Jean Ruthen retired after several years of excellent service.
Marian’s financial expertise, dedication and enthusiasm for the role have
helped the parish council team enormously. We would like to thank her
especially for the extra hours she put in recently when the parish council
workload heightened.
I am delighted to welcome two new co-opted parish councillors. John
Bailey as the Stratton Hall councillor and Louise Mann for Levington. This
now brings the parish council team up to full strength again.

[David Long – Parish Council Chairman]

A MONTH IN THE LIFE OF LEVINGTON …
September 2011 …
• Levington received Anglia-in-Bloom Silver Gilt award
• Levington awarded Anglia-in-Bloom ‘Best Small Village’
award
• Levington received an Anglia in Bloom ‘Environmental
Quality’ nomination
• Levington’s success in Anglia-in-Bloom featured (with
photo of Bob Hardwick, Barry and Caroline Young and
Diane Willsteed being presented with the various
Awards) on page 3 of the East Anglian Daily Times on
14th September
• Followed by Cllr. Pat Pryke being asked to speak live on
air to Mark Murphy on his BBC Radio Suffolk show
• The Princess Royal visited the Suffolk Yacht Harbour at
Levington in her role as patron of RYA Sailability at the
East Anglian Sailing Trust waterside centre to
commemorate EAST’s 15th anniversary.
A month in the life of Levington … not bad going was it!

ANGLIA IN BLOOM
Levington awarded a Silver Gilt certificate, ‘Best Small Village’
and nominated for ‘Environmental Quality’

Diane Willsteed, Bob
Hardwick and Caroline
Young receiving on your
behalf Levington’s Anglia in
Bloom Awards at the
Awards Ceremony
Colchester

What the judges said! ‘Standing in an area of outstanding natural beauty
Levington is a fine small village. Everywhere is immaculately clean and tidy
with wonderful views over the River Orwell and extremely well-kept
business areas.
AREAS OF ACHIEVEMENT:
 Outstanding environmental quality
 Local business involvement
 Very good green spaces
 Fine examples of conservation and biodiversity
 Year round involvement
 Spring planting
 A fine churchyard
 Planting around the Village Sign
 Footpaths for the views over the River Orwell
 The flower baskets at The Ship
So – we were delighted this year to achieve the Silver Gilt standard and
‘Best Small Village’ wooden plaque and a nomination for the Environmental
Quality Award. Well done to everyone in the village who has helped us
achieve this.

Short ‘ARMISTICE DAY’ service
Friday 11th November 10.55am
Starting at 10.55am on Friday 11th November there will be the
usual short ‘Armistice Day’ service at the War Memorial in
Levington’s St. Peter’s Church churchyard.
There will be a cup of coffee in the church afterwards.
Thirty two villagers attended last year so if you can, do come
along for the two minute silence and this short remembrance.

EVENSONG REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
3.00pm SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER
in St. Peter’s Church and afterwards refreshments
in the Village Hall
It is planned that Tony, our Levington postman, will play
the Last Post and Reveille for us
EVERYONE WELCOME

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Fame at last! Levington WI featured in almost a whole page in the 31st
August edition of the Ipswich Star with photographs of members and the
group photo taken outside the ‘Felixstowe Hut’ last July.
The September meeting was made very special with seven visitors
attending which was very encouraging. Ann Day, one of the Ipswich
Tourist Board’s ‘Blue Badge Guides’ gave an excellent illustrated talk on
the ‘Heart of Ipswich’. She covered Ipswich’s rich heritage from its
Anglo Saxon origins through a prosperous medieval age and industrial 19th
century. Along with snippets of history she gave an illustrated tour of the
centre of Ipswich. We are still fortunate to have so many medieval
buildings and churches to admire and there are many sculptures and
statues if you search them out including the recently installed ‘Thomas
Wolsey’ one which is at the junction of Silent Street and St. Peter’s
Street near to the spot where Wolsey is believed to have lived.
At the October meeting along came Patrick Thompson with an
entertaining talk on ‘Catering the Royal Way’ giving insight into his life
and career within the Royal Household and his encounters with the Queen
and other members of the Royal Family. Again, it was very encouraging
that four more ladies in the village came along.
Coming up … Proposed coach trip to the Christmas Craft Fair at
Blackthorpe Barns, Rougham on Saturday 19th November.
The December meeting should also be interesting as Ted Wheatley comes
with a talk ‘Around the World on a Scooter’. Now there’s a challenge for
you! As always new members/visitors warmly welcomed.

HARVEST SUPPER – Friday 7th October

Holding a Harvest Supper has long been a part of Levington’s tradition.
The idea of a meal shared by the community is a very old and deep seated
one. With thanks to the wonderful team from the Flower Show committee
this year’s Supper was a ‘sell out’ event with 55 people being able to sit
down and enjoy the two-course meal. The table quiz games tested our
brains, the drinks flowed and the chatter got louder as did the laughter
when the two games of concentrated Bingo got under way! The
magnificent sum of £421.85 was made which will go to Village Hall funds.
Thanks to everyone who volunteered, cooked, ate, bought raffle tickets
and made the Supper such a great community event.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Neighbourhood Watch Stickers
It is a while since Neighbourhood Watch stickers were distributed.
Those available now are sponsored by Towergate Insurance, advertising
their home insurance product. One has been included with each
newsletter; we will leave it to villagers to decide whether they offer any
deterrent to potential burglary if displayed in a window.
A new way to contact the police
Suffolk Constabulary has introduced a new ‘phone number for people who
wish to talk to the police about non-urgent issues. Instead of ringing
01473 613500 people should now dial 101. This introduction is part of a
nationwide initiative that will be adopted by all forces by the end of this
year. It is designed to be an easy way to contact the local police force to
report non-emergency crimes, anti-social behaviour or to speak to your
local police officers. 101 will be available 24/7 and when called the
system will determine the caller’s location and will connect them to the
police force covering that area. Those who are deaf, hard of hearing or
speech impaired can textphone 18001 101. Calls from landlines and
mobile networks cost 15 pence no matter the time of day or duration of
the call. As a guide to use:
Non-emergency – Ring 101 if:
Your vehicle has been stolen
Your property has been damaged
You suspect drug use or dealing
To give police information about a crime
in your area
If you would like to speak to a local police
officer

EMERGENCY – Ring 999 if:
Life is in danger
A serious offence is in progress
A suspect is at a scene
An alleged offender is identified at any
location
There is imminent likelihood of violence
or damage to a person’s property
There is a serious road traffic collision

[Contributed by Bob Hardwick – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator]

VISIT TO IPSWICH TRANSPORT
MUSEUM ‘WHEELS BY LAMPLIGHT’ SPECIAL EVENT

Ten Levington Local History Club members joined other members of the
public for the ‘Wheels by Lamplight’ special event at the Ipswich
Transport Museum on Saturday evening 15th October. This is a long
standing event where the Museum is illuminated by hundreds of oil and
paraffin lamps. The lamp enthusiasts came from far and wide to ‘fire up’
their antique and collectable lamps of all shapes and sizes. The ‘glow’ from
them made for a very atmospheric sight. This was a trip down memory
lane for some who in their early childhood went to bed with a little oil
lamp or a candle before electric lighting was installed. There was ample
time to explore the Museum’s amazing collection of old Ipswich buses,
vans, bikes, fire engines, etc. which show how people used to work and
travel in and around Suffolk. You could even climb aboard most of the
beautifully restored buses and ring the bell! This is definitely a place to
visit and all said they would like to go again. For opening times & special
events go to www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk

BREAKING NEWS! Award winning Newsletter!
Suffolk Association of Local Councils
‘Newsletter of the Year’ 2011 competition

[Watched by President Sir Edward Greenwell, Pat Pryke being presented
with a framed certificate for Levington & Stratton Hall’s newsletter by
Executive committee member Cllr. John Barker]
We are thrilled that others think our Parish Council newsletter is as good
as we do and that the hours put in to produce it is sometimes recognised!!
The Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) ‘Newsletter of the
Year’ competition entry asked for two copies of our newsletters for
judging. Editor, Cllr. Pat Pryke, chose this year’s September edition and
the November edition from last year. All Suffolk town and parish councils
were invited to enter the competition and many entered some very glossy
professional newsletters!
But guess what!
Our Levington and Stratton Hall parish council
nd
newsletter came 2
in the ‘Smaller Village’ category and Pat was
presented with a framed certificate for the village at the SALC AGM
held Henley Community Centre on Monday night 7th November.
Village newsletters are seen as very important by SALC as they become
an essential part of a community and encourage people to become involved
and interested. Not to forget they inform as well!

EAST ANGLIAN OFFSHORE WIND PUBLIC
INFORMATION DAYS - LEVINGTON
Many villagers attended this presentation held in Levington Village Hall on
11th October. The presentation was given by Philip Watkins, Consultant
for Eastern Edge Ltd. East Anglian Offshore Wind (EAOW) is a joint
venture between Scottish Power Renewables and Vattenfall Wind Power
(a state owned Swedish energy utility company) and they have been
awarded rights to develop up to 7,200mw of wind capacity off the coast
of East Anglia as part of the Crown Estate’s Round Three offshore wind
programme. [The Crown Estate owns the seabed and licences wind farms].
Public Information Days are being held to introduce the first project
known as East Anglia ONE Offshore Windfarm and to explain the steps
required and that consent is currently being sought from the
Infrastructure Planning Commission to develop the site. Mr. Watkins
explained that Phase 1 will be 43km offshore and thus far enough away
for there to be no visual impact from onshore.
You may ask why we in Levington should be interested in this. Well,
cables within the windfarm which will collect energy from the turbines
must then travel via a cable corridor from offshore to onshore
connecting to the National Grid at Bramford on the edge of Ipswich. So
the Parish Council and others in Levington are very interested in knowing
where these cables might come ashore and will they go north or south of
Ipswich. At least they will be underground cables but their route will have
to go across land both in public and private ownership. The route has not
yet been finally determined but hopefully for us the northern route may
prove to be the most suitable given our local area status of Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, our SSI status (Special Scientific Interest)
and SPA (Special Protection Area).
The decision will be made January/February 2012. The plan is that EA1
will become fully operational 2016/17. Wind power is not the whole
solution to our energy needs but it will be a contribution towards it.

LITTLE GEMS ‘CHARITABLE ASSOCIATION
A message from resident Sue Robertson Danells, the secretary of this
charitable association.
Sue would like to extend her thanks and the thanks of the Trustees to all
who responded to the garden fete held in August at 8 Bridge Road,
Levington with donations of gifts, money and helpful gestures. The event
raised just over £500 every penny of which will be sent to a small village
in Sri Lanka to support the children the village. Their current project is a
purpose built library that will better withstand the floods, will be termite
proof and will have a room below for use as a learning centre. Until very
recently there were no books in the village at all, the school having only
government text books, but with the library being built some books have
been donated and children and their parents are making good use of them.
The hope is that once the library is complete this charitable association
can raise further funds to purchase computers for the learning centre.
--------------------------

HELPING OUR LOCAL PRIMARY SCHOOL AT
NACTON
As well as continuing to collect school vouchers (from Tesco, Morrisons or
Sainsburys) which can be delivered to Ian Angus at Walnut Tree Cottage,
Church Lane the school would also welcome ‘Book’ vouchers on the top of
some food packets, old mobile phones, used computer ink cartridges. They
can be handed into the school office to earn some extra money for the
school.
--------------------------

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
To be confirmed for Levington but it seems likely that following Suffolk
County Council’s six week consultation in which people shared their views,
county councillors will be recommending to maintain the mobile library
service but reduce the frequency of visits from fortnightly to fourweekly.

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up …..

Friday 11th November
10.55am Short ARMISTICE DAY service at Levington’s War Memorial

Sunday 13th November
3.00pm REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY EVENSONG (Revd. Canon Grant)
followed by tea and cakes in the Village Hall
Sunday 20th November
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (taken by Janet Stalker)
Sunday 27th November (ADVENT SUNDAY)
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (taken by Revd. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 4th December
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION AND BAPTISM

Sunday 11th December
10.00am MORNING SERVICE led by Margaret Angus on the theme of
‘Angels’ to explore through hymns and readings the role of the angelic
messengers who brought good tidings of great joy to mankind. Those who
are young – and young at heart – are encouraged to wear wings!
Sunday 18th December
4.00pm CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE followed by mulled wine and
mince pies

SATURDAY 24th December
11.30pm CHRISTMAS EVE ‘MIDNIGHT SERVICE’

PARISH NOTICES – coming up ……
Every Monday morning
10.00-11.00am MONDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR in the Village Hall
Wednesday 16th November
7.30pm GARDENING CLUB ‘Winter Baskets/Containers’ (Village Hall)
Saturday 19th November
Proposed WI coach trip to Blackthorn Barns, Rougham
Leave the village at 10.00am
Wednesday 23rd November
7.30pm VILLAGE HALL AGM in the Village Hall
Thursday 1st December
7.30pm LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB (Village Hall)
‘VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS’ with Clive Paine and his wife
Tuesday 6th December
7.30pm CHRISTMAS FILM SHOW ‘The life of Levington 2011 and
stunning local nature photography’ (Village Hall)
Tuesday 13th December
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB ‘Christmas Meal’ (booked places only with Jo
Wenham (659509)
Wednesday 14th December
7.30pm LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ‘ ‘Around the World on a
Scooter’ with Ted Wheatley (Village Hall)
Wednesday 18th January 2012
7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL (Village Hall)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 8th NOVEMBER 2011
The Chairman welcomed the County and District Councillors and three
residents.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien). Mrs. O’Brien reported the
appointment of Deborah Cadman as the new Chief Executive of Suffolk
County Council on a salary of £155,000 per year with no bonuses or annual
pay increments. On County Council budget she reported the Council faces a
budget gap of £50 million over the next two years due to a combination of cuts
from Government Grants together with the added costs and demand for County
Council services, particularly social care services. Necessary savings must be
found. On the Library Service difficult budget reductions have been discussed
and the new service will have responsibility for the county’s libraries and will
work with community groups in an innovative approach. Proposals for the
future of mobile libraries are being decided the outcome of which could see the
number of visits to villages reduced. Following the tragic murders of five
women in Ipswich a campaign strategy to tackle prostitution and exploitation
was created and many adults and young people have been supported to battle
drug addiction, sexual exploitation and prostitution. The Cambridgeshire and
Suffolk Fire Control merger was completed on 25th October and is reported as
all systems working smoothly.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer). Mrs. Falconer reported that
joint working with Waveney District Council was very effective. She gave
presentations at the Suffolk Coastal (Planning) Development Control
committee re. two 63 metre high wind turbines at Foxburrow Farm and a
pontoon at Waldringfield. Both planning applications were refused. Car
parking charges in the Coastal area are likely to rise from March/April next
year. She had attended presentations by Scottish Power at Levington and
Kirton regarding the cabling corridor from the North Sea across Suffolk to
Bramford. Deben Estuary Partnership committee involvement had continued
with the repair work on the sea wall at Martlesham Creek.
Police Report
Crimes reported between 1st September and 3rd November in the parish were
(1) Afternoon 3rd September two secured high value bicycles were stolen from
Levington Marina; (2) Early afternoon Sunday 9th October offenders smashed
the rear window of a vehicle which was parked secure and unattended in the
Ship car park. Nothing was stolen; (3) Afternoon Sunday 16th October similar
offence committed but nothing stolen; (4) Early hours 23rd October stolen
vehicle from Felixstowe was found alight in Stratton Hall Drift and (5)
Morning of 20th October offenders smashed the window of a vehicle parked in
Levington Creek car park. A bag containing a camera was stolen.

FINANCE

EMERGENCY
PLAN

OFFSHORE
WINDFARM
CABLING
FELIXSTOWE
FEEDER

CO-OPTION TO
PARISH
COUNCIL

Income noted since the last parish council meeting which
included £2,750 from Suffolk Coastal being the second
and final instalment of the parish precept for the year.
Payments noted and agreed including the clerk’s salary and
expenses and a £300 contribution towards the construction of the Almshouses parking bay.
The parish council is responsible for ensuring that its
financial management is adequate and effective and that
it has a sound system of internal control. An annual return
summarising the accounting records has to be scrutinised
by external auditors. On 21 September auditors BDO
confirmed review of that Return and gave a clean audit
with opinion that the information was in accordance with
proper practices and no matter had come to their
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation
and regulatory requirements have not been met.
Councillors were in the process of setting a budget for
2012-2013 to be finally decided at the January meeting.
The current position on the completion of a parish
Emergency/Resilience Plan was noted. Thanks were
expressed to Linda Sharpe who had done sterling work on
the Plan when she was a Councillor. Cllr. Louise Mann and
Cllr. Angus recently attended a ‘Suffolk’ briefing meeting.
Noted the village meeting was very well attended when
East Anglia Offshore Wind Ltd. came to explain the
proposals and construction of wind farms offshore and
cabling onshore route to the National Grid at Bramford.
Noted this service that served this area as well as
Bawdsey/Felixstowe Ferry ceased from 1st October due to
low patronage, small amount of cash revenue and expensive
running costs to keep the service going.
John Bailey (for Stratton Hall) and Louise Mann (for
Levington) were formally invited to join the Parish Council
and both agreed to be co-opted. We welcomed John and
Louise to the parish council team

Planning
Applications

(1)

C11/1686 & 1687 Hill Cottage – Change of use of land
to residential cartilage. Erection of detached apiary
preparation area/storage building and retention and
completion of works to boundary wall as amended
scheme to that approved under C10/1026 and
C10/1027. [Parish Council supported but raised

concerns at application being made post start of
work]. [District Council approved on 26 October after
requiring changes to the plans]
(2)

C11/00081 Tree Preservation Order work at Elm Bank

[Parish Council supported 24 August and approved by
District Council on 3 October.
Correspondence

Reports from
Councillors

Since the last parish council meeting the parish clerk has
received 98 items of correspondence plus other items and
sent 41. Many received related to national, local government,
police issues or issues that could affect our local area.
Tree & Church Field Warden (Cllr. Long) reported that
brambles on Pilots Way would need attention.
Cllr. David Pryke gave update on action needed for the Village
Hall extension and reported on the recent Trustees meeting.
Almshouses - Cllr. Angus reported on remedial work done to
cure a damp problem in three of the Almshouses and that the
new resident in no. 1 had now moved in.
Cllr. Pat Pryke reported on parish transport and advised the
‘Felixstowe Feeder’ pilot scheme for demand responsive
transport had ceased on 1st October.
Cllr. Hopkins reported on Footpaths. A litter incident had
spooked a horse and threw its horse rider on the bridleway
behind Red House Walk. Also of concern were 4 quad bikes
seen riding on the public river footpath.
Cllr. Angus reported that Nacton school had won ‘Silver Food
For Life’ – one of only 100 in the country.
Cllrs. Pat and David Pryke reported on the SALC AGM and
the Port of Felixstowe Local Authority Liaison committee
they had attended.

VILLAGE FORUM
Julian Mann queried the latest timescale for the proposed dualling of the
railway between Felixstowe and Nacton. [Parish Council advised

permission had originally been granted for the work to be started by
2013. However, the applicants had successfully reapplied for renewal of
that permission and this was granted for another 5 years to 2018]
-----------------------

BUDGET FOR 2012-2013 and Parish Precept
Each year we all receive a ‘council tax’ demand from Suffolk County and
Suffolk Coastal Councils. Included in that bill is the precept from your
Parish Council which is by far the smallest part of that bill. The precept
pays for the running and administration of this parish; maintenance of
parish-owned land and property; insurance; audit fees and printing of the
newsletter. It also pays for the salary and expenses of our Parish Clerk
who carries out a great deal of work in public and behind the scenes to
keep our wheels running smoothly. As finances allow we also like to give
donations to our local primary school, church and village hall. The parish
budget for 2012-2013 is being finalised by parish councillors and it is
anticipated that this will be accepted by the Parish Council at its January
2012 meeting. However, after 8 years of managing to hold the same level
of precept they are proposing to increase it by the small amount of £300
for the financial year 2012/2013. £300 spread over all the Levington and
Stratton Hall households equates to less than 1p a day per household. At
all times the Council operates within its statutory powers and strives to
deliver best value for money for residents. Whenever a project is
decided upon we particular look for funding from other sources outside
the village or local businesses to help keep the precept at the lowest
feasible level.
-----------------------

PREPARATION FOR WINTRY WEATHER
The Parish Council are liaising with Suffolk County Council to ensure
heaps of salt/grit are in place at strategic points around Levington and
Stratton Hall.

MONDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR

There has been a distinct reduction recently in the average age of those
meeting in the village hall on Monday mornings for coffee! We are so
pleased to welcome Clare and Charlotte with their children Daniel, Sophie
and Isabelle. They really are delightful. A little story is told. When Clare
drove past the village hall one day, Daniel got quite excited, calling out
[Barrie Hawtin]
“Mummy, there’s the coffee morning!”
------------------------------

OPERATION STACK
There is a new Police Inspector, Bruce Gent, of the Roads Policing Unit
who has recently taken over the responsibility for the smooth running of
any Operation Stack at Levington. Parish councillors invited Bruce to meet
them on Tuesday 18th October when there was a constructive dialogue
between them. Apart from a review of the current arrangements,
problems experienced during past Stacks were highlighted including the
Highways Agency’s lack of clearing away signage after the event. We look
forward to close liaison with Bruce in our joint efforts to make Op Stacks
as frustration free as possible.

CAUTIONARY TALE! Dangers of litter in the countryside
On 6th November two residents were walking the bridleway behind Red
House Walk when they stepped aside to allow a couple of horses to come
past them. The riders were heading towards the last narrow part of the
bridle path up to the exit on Bridge Road. Just before they passed the
residents a piece of plastic at the bottom of the field boundary (possibly
old fertilizer bag) flapped in the wind and spooked one of the horses very
badly. The rider was thrown and the horse sped off up the hill towards
the road. Fortunately, the rider wasn’t injured (other than a cut lip) and
the horse returned before it got to the road but you can image more
drastic consequences if it hadn’t. The plastic and other rubbish were
removed but of course it’s easy for more to blow in on the wind. A freak
accident but it does highlight the dangers of litter in the countryside. So
if you are out walking our local footpaths and see this type of rubbish
could you help by picking it up please?
--------------------

THAT COFFEE MORNING WITH A
DIFFERENCE!
Jo and Len Wenham and Mags Pilgrim have again, this year, run the
successful Monday morning coffee hour in the Village Hall between April
and November and will host their last Monday morning coffee hour on
Monday 14th November. We thank them for all their hard work and wish
them a well earned break over the winter months until hopefully next
Spring they will be prepared to start up again.
BUT ALL IS NOT LOST!
Jane Timmins and Helen Seeley are prepared to carry on the Monday
morning coffee hour whilst the ‘A’ team have their break. So come and
support them and enjoy coffee, chat and a produce stall for the coming
weeks. 10.00am to 11.00am every Monday morning in the Village Hall.

SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET
CONSULTATION
The Parish Council has been asked by Suffolk County Council to make you
aware of the following ….. You may be aware that Suffolk County Council
launched its budget consultation on 12 August which runs until 12
December. The council is already looking at how it can save money
through staffing re-structures and reducing back office costs. We will
continue to look for further savings in these areas, but this may not be
enough given the scale of savings needed. To help us meet the challenge,
we want to hear your views on the services which matter most to you. We
would also like to hear about your ideas and suggestions on how the
council
could
save
money.
Please
visit
our
website
at:
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/WeAreListening and fill in our survey. Copies
are also available through libraries or you can answer the survey questions
over the phone on 0845 6031842 (Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5pm).
-----------------------------

VILLAGE HALL AGM at Levington Village Hall
7.30pm Wednesday 23rd November
Do you realise just how much our Village Hall is used? It is used by the
Home Tutoring children’s group, UE3A Bridge Club and Folk Dancing,
Monday morning coffee hour, Luncheon Club, the WI, History and
Gardening Clubs and the Parish Council to name just a few. And then
there are the outside bookings often for funeral wakes, christening
lunches, Safer Neighbourhood Team meetings etc. The Levington Village
Hall AGM will be held at 7.30pm Wednesday 23rd November. The local
community and users of the Village Hall are very welcome to attend. The
Village Hall is an amazing village asset and a loyal band of Trustees ensure
its upkeep, maintain the equipment, take bookings, collect hire fees and
pay the bills for the Hall. So come and support them if you can.

INTRODUCING TWO NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS
JOHN BAILEY & LOUISE MANN JOIN THE
PARISH COUNCIL TEAM
We are delighted to welcome John Bailey and Louise Mann to the Parish
Council as two newly co-opted parish councillors. John will serve as the
parish councillor for Stratton Hall and Louise for Levington. The Parish
Council is now back to its full strength of 7 councillors (6 for Levington
and 1 for Stratton Hall). John and Louise attended their first Parish
Council meeting on 8th November. We look forward to both joining the
team and playing an active role.

[More on our two new councillors in the January 2012 edition].
------------------------

‘FELIXSTOWE

FEEDER’
COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE
We report that the ‘Felixstowe Feeder’ community transport service
sponsored by Suffolk County Council and run by the Felixstowe
Association for Community Transport ceased on 1st October after its six
month trial period. This alternative to a scheduled service to Felixstowe
proved unpopular with Levington villagers and there was no uptake.
Patronage figures for the rest of the area covered totalled 220
passenger journeys (an average of 37 per month) of which 78 were fare
payers and 142 were concessionary bus pass users. The small amount of
cash revenue and expensive running costs to maintain an ‘off peak’
‘Demand Responsive Transport’ service meant after the initial six month
pilot period due to the high level of subsidy per passenger it was not
possible to continue the service. [Thus there is now no public bus service

through Levington or Nacton villages to Felixstowe and the Parish Council
will now pursue with Suffolk County Council public transport officers
what, if any other arrangement can be made.]

LUNCHEON CLUB
No wonder Luncheon Clubbers are a happy and contented lot with Pork
and Apple Casserole and red cabbage for the October lunch followed by
the famous Wenham Bread Pudding made with Guinness. A firm favourite!
The Christmas Lunch (always a happy occasion!) will be on Tuesday 13th
December (booked places only). It will be a Roast Beef dinner with
Yorkshire puds, sprouts, roast potatoes followed by the infamous, boozy
Len Wenham’s Christmas pudding! We’ll think about slimming in the New
Year!! From January the cost of a Lunch Club meal will be £5.00 - the
first price rise in four years. This is still fantastic value for the quality
of meals provided and served. Happy Christmas and many thanks to the
Luncheon Club team for all their hard work during 2011 and for serving
such a variety of excellent meals. We hope you realise how much Lunch
Clubbers appreciate you all and what you voluntarily do for this village
community.
-------------------------------------

UPDATE ON THE ALMSHOUSES PARKING BAY
Having successfully secured the funding of £4,500 from our County
Councillor’s ‘Transport Quality of Life Budget’ with just a £300
contribution from the parish precept for a new parking bay opposite the
Almshouses on Bridge Road, we can confirm that the County Council
placed the order with their contractor mid-October. The contractors
normally aim that projects are delivered within 8 weeks of the order
being placed. When a firm date is known the County Council will let the
Parish Council and residents adjacent to the layby know.
---------------------------------

DON’T GET STUCK ON YOUR OWN!
Don’t get stuck on your own this autumn, Christmas or New Year as there
are many opportunities to get out and about and join in village events. You
only have to look at the adverts and the parish and church notices pages
in this newsletter to see what is on offer in the next few weeks and
months.

SUFFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST FILM
EVENING
Around 50 people turned up at the Village Hall on the evening of Tuesday
18th October to hear Mick Wright, the SWT Site Manager talk about the
Orwell Estuary with particular emphasis on the wildlife and special
habitat of Levington. His illustrated talk showed the diversity of habitat
that exists in our parish which helps many species to survive and thrive.
For example, the Creek and lagoon by the river is a magnet for breeding,
wintering and passage estuarine birds of which there are exceptional
numbers and variety. This makes this area a fantastic place for bird
watching throughout the year. Mick showed images of water rail, spotted
redshank, knot, owls, various duck and geese. Spoonbills are to be seen as
are cormorants. Of mammals seen and photographed grass snakes are
plentiful and water voles, otters are more and more seen. And then there
are the many rare plants to be found and caterpillars, moths and
butterflies. It is no wonder the area is a place of Special Scientific
Interest and a Special Protection Area. Mick, with the help of volunteers,
is managing the area around the Marina for the Suffolk Yacht Harbour.
He explained some of the work soon to be undertaken there o plant scrub
areas and make ‘scrapes’ to encourage even more wildlife to that area.
Mick would be interested to hear from anyone who would like to volunteer
to help with the work. Entrance was free for film event but those
attending kindly left donations of £75 for the work of SWT at the end
of the evening.
-----------------------A RARE BIRD SIGHTING!
A rare visitor turned up in Levington recently! An adult dotterel who
decided to stop off here on its autumn migration. It appeared over the
first three days of October amongst a large group of Golden Plover at
the mouth of the Creek. It brought many bird ‘twitchers’ to the village in
the hope of spotting it. This is not the first time bird enthusiasts have
descended on the Creek and shoreline as ‘rarities’ of bird life often stop
by especially if they are blown off course by high winds.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
MEETING OF 22ND SEPTEMBER 2011
History Club members and guests were pleased to welcome back Dr. John
Blatchly who gave a talk entitled ‘Ideas Behind Articles and What to do
next’. The “articles” in question are brief historical pieces that he writes
for the Saturday edition of the East Anglian Daily Times. These
encompass a wide variety of subjects that all have some connection to the
local area. Indeed, he mentioned that as of the 24th September this year
he will have produced three hundred and thirty three articles over seven
years of writing! That’s a lot of subjects covered and a lot of research
carried out.
Dr. Blatchly’s talk was both informative and entertaining, and covered a
vast swathe of historic events and people. We heard about Cardinal
Wolsey’s portable sundial; the reason behind the royal embargo of
Ipswich; and had a preview of an upcoming piece about monstrous fish in
the River Orwell! Questions regarding useful resources for historic
research were then answered, and the evening ended with refreshments
(thanks Doreen) and general discussion.
For those interested in carrying out their own historical research, Dr.
Blatchly recommended the following web resources:
•
•

The genealogy website provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (Mormons) – http://www.familysearch.org
The online reference material provide by Suffolk library service
(including the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and 19th
Century British Library Newspapers amongst other resources) –
https://sld.suffolkcc.gov.uk/ (Note: you will need the bar code
number of your library card to access some of the material).

[Contributed by Louise Mann]

THAT MYSTERY OBJECT!
So … did you have a go at guessing this beautiful wooden mystery object
which we featured in our September newsletter? It was made of
mahogany with an ebony handle. We hope you guessed correctly! It was a
Vesta matches holder.

Now we are on a roll how about working out the next mystery object
which was handed round at the August Luncheon Club. It’s made of
rosewood and is a friend to those who use the ‘main’!!

Answers as usual in the next edition of this newsletter.

NEW NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY
The government recently published a ‘Draft National Planning Policy
Framework’ for public consultation. This draft is a radical departure from
the ‘localism’ promised before (and for that matter after) the election.
For example, the default response to proposals for ‘sustainable
development’ [there is no definition of this!] is now to be ‘yes’. The
priority of brown field over green field development is gone. The
promised right of appeal for communities is gone (but remains for
developers).
National planning policy is being recast to encourage short term growth
for developers and construction firms, regardless of the consequences of
local people. So, could our local Suffolk Coastal area become a place for
inappropriate high-density development? The government’s draft policy
could be in the developers favour increasing the risk of urban sprawl into
our rural areas without the infrastructure to support them.
Both the Campaign to Protect Rural England and The National Trust have
organised national campaigns urging the government to retract the
proposals. The National Trust warns that the proposed changes could lead

to unchecked and damaging development in the undesignated countryside
on a scale not seen since the 1930s. As in the case of an earlier, illconceived government plan to sell off the nation’s forests, public opinion
can make a difference – if the level of opposition is too high to ignore.
Our local authorities will need to have a plan in place to guide development
to the right place and against which to make planning decisions. Without
an up-to-date local plan, development decisions will be made on the basis
of national policy with the presumption being ‘yes’. It is important that
the District Council Local Development Framework [like it or not] is
formally adopted to control developments.
So will the Government’s reforms threaten our green spaces? The brief
consultation period ended on 17th October. Watch this space!

GIVE A THOUGHT NOW THAT THE TREES ARE
SHEDDING THEIR LEAVES…. !

A picturesque pathway winds its way from the church gate up to St.
Peter’s Church doorway, a distance of some metres. Although it looks a
tranquil setting, it is the scene of a constant battle between the forces
of nature on the one hand and Ian Angus with his rake and broom on the
other. While nature is determined to reclaim the path for wilderness, Ian
is determined to maintain its use as a public thoroughfare, not least for
the churchgoers on a Sunday and visitors at any time. Nature showers the
path with leaves, plant debris and grass seedlings which turns to compost
if left. Down it comes in all seasons – leaves, blossom, prickles, sticky
things and goodness knows what else – and Ian keeps sweeping and digging
and scraping to keep the path clear and its edges.
Next time you’re passing have a look at Ian’s work and appreciate the
effort put into it (even after a hip replacement this year!). He’s normally
to be seen busy on a Saturday morning but don’t thank him – he’d only be
too embarrassed!

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
‘BASKETS & CONTAINER GARDENING FOR WINTER’
with Peter Chinnery
7.30pm WEDNESDAY 16th NOVEMBER
In the Village Hall
(refreshments and raffle)
Members £2.00 - Non-members £3.00
EVERYONE WELCOME

DIAMOND JUBILEE
Do you wish to see the village celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in
2012? If so how would you like to celebrate? Should there be a
permanent reminder and/or a one-off celebration? If you have any
thoughts for appropriate ways to celebrate this momentous event could
you write or email your suggestions to Marian Rose the Parish Clerk
merosepc@virginmedia.com so that consideration can be given. The
Parish Council, being just a small team is fully committed with their
responsibilities and workload and not all will be around at the time.
However, one or two villagers are already indicating that they would like
to pursue some celebration and perhaps if others are like minded then
those villagers could consider getting together to form say a ‘Jubilee
committee’. Please let us know.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
Invite you to start the Christmas Season in Style with an event
not to be missed!
THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER
7.30pm in the Village Hall

‘EXPERIENCE A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS’
With renowned historian Clive Paine and his wife
[Some may recall Clive on the BBC programme ‘Who do you Think
you Are’ helping Jeremy Paxman find his Suffolk ancestors]

Clive Paine and his wife Christine, in full period costume, will
cheer you with 19th century carols, feastings, customs, dress
and readings of the time.

EVERYONE WELCOME
£3.00 on the door
(History Club members £1.00)
There will be seasonal refreshments

THE LEVINGTON
CHRISTMAS FILM SHOW!
MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY
Not to be missed!
Come along to Levington Village Hall at

7.30pm on TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2011
For the annual Levington Christmas Digital film Show
presented by Derek Girling and David Pryke
Scrumptious seasonal refreshments in the interval. Come and
enjoy a relaxing and entertaining evening before the Christmas
rush starts in earnest! See images of the ‘life of Levington’
over the past year as well as stunning local nature photography
all produced by several of our talented village photographers.
[£3.00 entrance on the door. Raffle prizes welcomed]
Proceeds to St. Peter’s Church Organ Restoration Fund

HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
May we take this opportunity to thank all parishioners for their support
during 2011 and wish you all a warm, safe and peaceful Christmas and a
Happy New Year

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on
WEDNESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2012
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS
David Long (Chairman) 659342
David Pryke (Vice-Chairman) 659554
Ian Angus 659249
John Bailey 655023
Nick Hopkins 659273
Louise Mann 659538
Pat Pryke 659554
Parish Clerk – Marian Rose 659638
Mrs. Patricia O’Brien (County Councillor & District Councillor) 01394 448228
Mrs. Veronica Falconer (District Councillor) 01394 448263
Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
Area Police Beat Officer Pc Paul Smith (01473) 613500
Safer Neighbourhood Team/Sgt. James Harper (01473) 613500
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