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Dear Villager - Welcome to the first newsletter of 2012.
-----------------------------------------------MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)
2011 ended with the sad news of the death of village stalwart Max
Ralph. You will read more about Max elsewhere in this newsletter.
But here we now are at the start of 2012 and your Parish
Councillors are preparing themselves for another year of business
at the grass roots of local government. One of the first important
tasks was to set and agree the budget for 2012-13 at this January
Parish Council meeting so that the correct precept is applied to the
council tax bills. We remain committed to protecting and improving
our community in an ever changing political landscape.
Understandably in the current economic climate our county and
district councils are facing big spending restrictions which will likely
result in noticeable changes to the way that essential services are
delivered to our community. As a Parish Council we see part of our
responsibility to the local community is to respect the need and
support the action of the other tiers of local government to do
things more efficiently whilst holding them to account for their
performance. Rather than sniping from the background, we have
repeatedly chosen to actively engage with our partners in local
government, the police and other local agencies. The way that this is
done is constantly changing, and we need to be flexible to be able to
respond appropriately. One example of joint working and cooperation is the recent construction of the Almshouses parking bay.
The completion of this project has been possible with joint funding,
liaison between our Parish Council, our County Councillor and the
County Council Highways engineers and officers.
There are lots of dates for your new diaries in this edition of the
Newsletter as our village organisations announce their 2012
programmes. I hope to see many of you at these events. In the
meantime, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very happy,
healthy and prosperous New Year.

[David Long, Parish Chairman]

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL TEAM

[Photo contributed by Julian Mann]
We reported in our November newsletter that John Bailey and
Louise Mann had been co-opted to the Parish Council team filling the
two vacancies that had existed since the May 2011 parish council
elections (one for Stratton Hall and one for Levington).
It is good to have the parish council team back to full strength
again.
For those of you who don’t know who we all are:
Top table: David Long (Parish Chairman) and Marian Rose (Parish
Clerk)
Left hand side Parish Councillors Louise Mann, Pat Pryke and Ian
Angus
Right hand side Parish Councillors Nick Hopkins, David Pryke and
John Bailey

JOHN BAILEY (New Parish Councillor for Stratton Hall)

[John with his wife Alison]
I spent my working life as an academic in the University of Bristol.
My teaching and research were in the meteorological and numerical
analysis areas. Many academics stagger into their laboratories at
90 years of age, but I had no desire to emulate them. I decided to
stop work early enough to avoid the potential embarrassment of
having young students trying to help me cross the road. Living in
Levington I am having my first experiences of rural living, and being
a member of a small community. Ali and I are enjoying both
immensely, so much so that I often wonder why we didn’t make the
change earlier, returning to Ali’s rural Suffolk roots. My
recreational interests are sailing and skiing. The former is well
served by my proximity to our boat in Suffolk Yacht Harbour. The
latter unfortunately involves travel to the Alps at the moment, but
I believe that things can improve if we not only stop global warming
but move to considerable global cooling with the formation of snow
fields, at least in our local area. (Those of my former University
colleagues who are acknowledged world experts in the field of
climate change tell me this is unlikely.) Having joined the Parish
Council, as a co-opted member, I am humbled by the effort that
other members put into the work and the efficiency with which
they tackle the issues that emerge. This will be a real learning
experience for me and, of course, I hope I am up to it. My mother
observed when I was a young boy that I should never be decorative
so we must hope I would be useful. That is still the hope.

LOUISE MANN (Parish Councillor for Levington)

As I have recently been co-opted onto the Parish Council let me
take this opportunity to introduce myself to you. I have lived in the
village for nearly twenty years and am at least the fourth
generation of my family to inhabit Levington and/or Nacton. Due to
these family connections I have known the village and surrounding
area all my life, mainly through visits to my grandparents John
(better known as Tim) and Ruby. Originally qualifying as a cabinetmaker, I decided to change track and follow my twin interests
relating to the natural world and archaeology. A BSc (Hons) degree
in Environmental Studies was followed by a MLitt in Archaeology
where I specialised in computer mapping and analysis. In the last
year or so I have become more involved in the historic side of
village life, in my twin capacities as Chairman of the Levington Local
History Club and as Village Recorder. I anticipate that I will be of
assistance to the Parish Council with any historical or heritage
matters that arise. I look forward to my work for the village, and
hope that you find me an approachable and effective Councillor.
------------------

2012 ANNUAL PARISHES MEETING
For those village organisations and others who give a report at the
Annual Parishes meeting please note this meeting, which will be
separate again from a Parish Council meeting, will be held on
Wednesday 18th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

NOVEMBER’S VILLAGE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

Very encouragingly, a large group of 40 people stood round
Levington’s War Memorial at 11.00am in St. Peter’s churchyard on
Armistice Day, 11th November, for the community’s 2 minute silence
and the short service of prayers and readings taken by David Gilkes.
Most were able to stay for a chat and a warming cup of coffee in
the church afterwards kindly provided by Rosanne Girling. A similar
number attended Levington’s Remembrance Service in St. Peter’s
Church on Sunday afternoon, the 13th November taken by the Rev.
Canon Geoffrey Grant. Before the service started all gathered
again around the War Memorial outside to hear the names of those
recorded on the Memorial read out, for a 2 minute silence and
prayer. Derek Girling recited the ‘Ode of Remembrance’ “They shall
not grow old”.
Tony Curtis, our much valued village postman, played the Last Post
and Reveille on his trumpet. Tony had been practising the trumpet
pieces for some weeks beforehand. Having never performed in front
of a crowd before he did exceptionally well and certainly enhanced
the village Act of Remembrance.

TONY CURTIS, LEVINGTON’S POSTMAN
playing the Last Post and Reveille at the village Remembrance
Service

Derek Girling laid a poppy wreath at the War Memorial on behalf of
ex-servicemen and friends, David Pryke, Vice-Chairman of the
Parish Council laid a poppy wreath on behalf of the Council and
parishioners and the Rev. Canon Geoffrey Grant led the
Remembrance Service in St. Peter’s Church.

MAX RALPH
We are very saddened to report on the death of Max Ralph on
Saturday 3rd December. His short illness, with its rapid decline was
difficult to come to terms with. At his funeral on Thursday 15th
December, Levington church was full to capacity with many standing
at the back of the church and another 40-50 outside.

[Max at the Monday Morning Coffee Hour attendees lunch
at The Ship on May 17th 2011]
Max was so well known, loved and liked by many in the village and
beyond. He had been a leading light in Levington for countless years
and his contribution to the well-being of this parish is
immeasurable. He will be hugely missed for all he was and did.
He worked tirelessly for the village from chairing the Parish Council
at one time, adding his energies to the many village organisations as
Treasurer or Auditor and not least in his role as Levington Flower
Show Chairman where he ensured everything went to plan and each
Show was a success. It was only in 2010 that he took on the huge
task of organising the complete replacement of all the silver
trophies. Max, as a member of the Trimley Royal British Legion was
always a part of our annual village Remembrance Services by
carrying the RBL Standard. The list goes on and this village will
always be in his debt for all the hard work and helpfulness he has
put into village life.

We will never be able to replace Max and we doubt we will see
someone of his dedication and enthusiasm for village life and its
activities for a long time to come.
In 1977 communities throughout the country were erecting signs to
commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. Assisted by the Parish
Council a working committee was formed in the village, fund raising
organised and primarily through his influence Max was the
instigator of a village sign for Levington arranging for Saxon
Training (an Engineering Apprentice School) to construct the chosen
design. The sign is one of Max’s legacies to this village.

Max on 26th May 1979 helping to unveil the new Levington village
sign.
The Parish Council, recognising the huge contribution Max has made
to the life of this village and his many years of Parish Council
service wrote to Doreen and the family expressing their sorrow and
condolences and also their appreciation of such loyal dedicated
service to our locality.
Max Ralph – a man who devoted his life to his family, his community,
and its local clubs and associations. He was a mason at the
Felixstowe Masonic Lodge, a member of the Conservative Club, local
cricket and bowls clubs as well the Trimley Branch of the Royal
British Legion. A good friend and neighbour too many. We will miss
him greatly.

GET INVOLVED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Keeping the parish spick and span is an ongoing demand. If you have
a couple of hours to spare please come along on.

SATURDAY 24th MARCH
Meet outside the Village Hall at 9.30am
to help with this year’s
PARISH LITTER PICK

As usual, appropriate equipment is supplied. Gloves, high visibility
waistcoats and litter pick grabbers will be available. Ian Angus will
organise you into groups and will give you information on areas
where litter needs to be collected. Hope to see many willing
volunteers!!
-------------------

CHURCH FLAG
We know that many of you love to see the St. Georges flag flying
atop St. Peter’s Church here in Levington and it must be quite a
sight as you sail up and down the river. But the wind and rain take
their toll of the flag and it has to be replaced from time to time.
The current one was looking a little frayed at the edges and we are
delighted to say that Jo and Len Wenham have purchased a new one
from the proceeds of the Monday morning coffee hour. Many
thanks for this generous donation and the flag continues to fly high.

ALMHOUSES NEW PARKING BAY

[County Councillor Patricia O’Brien opening the new parking bay with
Almshouses residents and Trustees, parish councillors and clerk and
neighbours]
Work started on the construction of the Almshouses Parking Bay on
Bridge Road on Thursday 17th November and was completed by
Friday 25th November. County Councillor Patricia O’Brien provided
most of the funding from her County Council ‘Quality of Life’
highways fund with the rest being made up from parish funds. Mrs.
O’Brien officially opened the parking bay on Monday 16th January.
We hope you agree with us that it has tidied up this area and will
provide much needed parking space for Almshouses tenants, carers,
friends and family. We have worked closely with Highway engineers
on this project. They are fully aware of the flooding problem in this
location and have been involved in trying to remedy/lessen the
problem some while ago. More soakaways are not feasible and when
the water level is particular high Highways will continue to send
along the gully emptier to ease the problem. Given the history of
flooding in this area,
Highways proposed grasscrete with its permeable nature as the
most suitable construction for parking bay

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Since 1897 the Women's Institute (W.I) has gone from strength to
strength, bringing women and communities together to gain new
skills, publicise issues and campaign on things that matter to them.
Levington ladies meet on a regular basis. As well as the friendly
‘get-togethers’ over a cup of tea and biscuits at the monthly
meetings they sit back and are entertained by craft/flower
demonstrations or stories and experiences of visiting lecturers
from all walks of life. Last year several new members joined us. You
are also very welcome to come and join us on the 2nd Wednesday of
every month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. We are known for our
friendliness and you are assured of a warm welcome.
The 2012 programme for Levington WI is:
11th January
8th February
14th March

– Party night
– ‘Atlantic Children’ (with Juliet Dearlove)
- ‘From Diamonds to Silver Clay’ (with Melanie
Blakie)
th
11 April
- ‘The Work of the Animal Health Trust’
th
9 May
– ‘Resolutions’ meeting (when we listen, discuss and
debate important issues)
th
13 June
- ‘Wood Carving’ (with Maureen Midwinter)
th
– Garden Party (at a member’s house)
11 July
th
12 September – ‘Mountains 4 Money’ (with Graham Hart)
10th October
– ‘Galloways (coach company) Past and Present ’
th
14 November – AGM plus ‘Chocolate Making’ with Barbara Shaw
12th December – ‘The Artisan Smokehouse’ with Tim Matthews
All meetings are on Wednesday nights and start at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. For more information or any queries, you can contact
Pat Owen (President) on 659331; or Diane Willsteed (Secretary) on
659257.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Beware postal scam. The Trading Standards Office are anxious to
make people aware of a particular scam: A card is posted through
your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service)
suggesting that they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you
need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a Premium rate number).
DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from
Belize. If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded
message you will already have been billed £315 for the ‘phone call.
If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact
Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655. For more information, see
the Crime Stoppers website.
Some Seasonal advice Given that longer nights are still with us
the police are encouraging residents to adopt some simple crime
prevention tactics. Leaving your house in total darkness is a sure
sign that no one is at home.
• Burglars look for quick win opportunities: they don’t wish to
run the risk of confrontation, so simply leaving a light on to
give the impression that someone is at home is often enough
to deter them. The cost of leaving a light on would be
insignificant compared with the cost of insurance excess you
might have to pay should your home be burgled.
• Timer switches can be used to operate lights and radios if you
are not back from work until after dark or you are away for a
few days.
• A high proportion of break-ins are the result of properties
being left insecure, so checking that all windows and doors are
locked before leaving the house is crucial.
• If you have a burglar alarm use it! – it is surprising how many
households don’t bother. Also, don’t leave a spare key under
the doormat or a flowerpot where burglars will always look
first.
To find out more on crime prevention and home security one should
contact the local Crime Prevention Officer at Suffolk Police on
01473 613500.

[Bob Hardwick – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator]

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
Invite you to the January meeting

WEDNESDAY 25TH JANUARY
7.30pm in the Village Hall

A talk on ‘A GARDENER’S YEAR AT HELMINGHAM
HALL’ by Chris Reeve
Helmingham Hall is a moated manor house in Suffolk owned by the
Tollemache family. Helmingham is best known for its fine garden, which
is open on a regular basis. It is a semi-formal mixed garden with
extensive borders, a rose garden, a knot garden, a parterre and an
orchard. So do come along if you can to hear about gardening in this
special corner of Suffolk.

OPEN TO EVERYONE – charge for meeting is £3 each –
payable at the door
Refreshments and raffle so prizes welcomed

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up …..
Sunday 22nd January
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (with the Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 29th January
10.00am AT NACTON CHURCH – BENEFICE SERVICE for
CANDLEMAS
Sunday 5th February (Accession of Queen Elizabeth II)
10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION with Rev. Canon Geoffrey Grant)
Sunday 12th February
3.00pm EVENSONG with Rev. Canon Geoffrey Grant)
Sunday 19th February
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (with Roy Tricker)
Sunday 26th February
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (with Janet Stalker)
Sunday 4th March
10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION with Rev. Canon Geoffrey Grant
Sunday 11th March
3.00pm EVENSONG with Stephen Harvey
Sunday 18th March (MOTHERING SUNDAY)
11.00am MORNING PRAYER with Edna Collins
[Mothering Sunday posies will be handed out]

PARISH NOTICES – coming up….
Wednesday 25th January
7.30pm GARDENING CLUB ‘A Gardener’s Year at Helmingham Hall’
with Chris Reeve (Village Hall)
Saturday 4th February
WI coach trip to ELY CATHEDRAL to see the Quaker Tapestries
and onwards to WELNEY WETLANDS TRUST to see the feeding
of the amassed swans and ducks (more details elsewhere in this
newsletter)
Wednesday 8th February
7.30pm WI night ‘Atlantic Children’ with Juliet Dearlove (Village
Hall). The story of how Juliet, husband and their two young children
took a year out to sail 12,000 miles from Italy back to England via
Caribbean
Tuesday 14th February
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (booked places only with Jo Wenham
(659509)
Wednesday 15th February
7.30pm LEVINGTON FILM SHOW (PART 2) Village Hall.
Come and enjoy Part 2 of this popular event.
Thursday 8th March
7.30pm LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB have an East Anglian
Film Archive evening (Village Hall)
Tuesday 13th March
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (booked places only with Jo Wenham on
(659509)
Tuesday 13th March
7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL meeting (Village Hall)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 18th JANUARY 2012
The Chairman welcomed District Councillor Veronica Falconer, PCSO Andy
Hillman and 2 residents who observed the business of the Council.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien).
Mrs. O’Brien reported that the County Council budget saving proposals (£55m
over 2 years) and recommendations will be considered by the Cabinet on 24th
January and debated by Full County Council on 9th February. Support has been
given to the further development of shared property by the Fire and Rescue
Service and Suffolk Constabulary. A recruitment event was held in December to
encourage people to become on-call firefighters. The ongoing crackdown on
rogue traders and uninvited doorstep sellers has continued with the launch of
the County’s latest No-Cold-Calling Zone in Felixstowe. The zones are marked
with signs in the street and stickers displayed in residents’ windows.
Mrs. O’Brien gave a second report on the many events, functions and visits she
had recently made in her capacity as the current Chairman of Suffolk County
Council.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer).
Mrs. Falconer reported on car parking charges going up in the Suffolk Coastal
area in April. Blue Badge holders will have to pay but will get double time for
that payment. These measures should save SCDC about £350,000 in the next
financial year and play an important part in balancing the Council’s budget
between now and 2015/16. Spa Pavilion, Felixstowe Suffolk Coastal will withdraw
their funding of £250,000 in support of the private theatre company from
June. Consultants have been seeking views. Mrs. Falconer has suggested that it
be turned into a much needed in-town conference facility with two small
theatres for cinema, plays, events. etc. Suffolk Coastal and Waveney joint
partnership working has meant every Department. has been streamlined to cut
costs. At a recent joint meeting Councillors agreed a scheme which will merge all
parts of the planning services offered by the two Councils – a move that is
expected to mean better performance and bring shared savings of over
£800,000.
Police Report (PCSO Andy Hillman)
Two crimes committed between 3 November 2011 and 17th January 2012. (1) On
16 November a car parked at the Creek car park had the rear windscreen
smashed. No entry gained to the vehicle and nothing stolen. No offender
identified. (2) Overnight 19th December known offenders entered the Marina
and stole a set of number plates from a van on site, an insecure van with the
keys in, and quantity of stainless steel wire and a flat bed trailer. They also
smashed the front nearside window of a vehicle parked behind the gates of Bob
Spaldings yard. Earlier, a stolen flat-bed lorry had been set on fire and
abandoned in Bridge Road. One offender has been charged with these offences
and received 62 weeks in prison. Two others are currently on bail.

Finance

Locality Budget

Stratton Hall
Drift noticeboard

Local footpaths

The budget was considered for the coming financial year
and a precept of £5,800 was set. The District Council
will be notified accordingly. Income and payments were
considered and councillors agreed the Clerk’s salary and
expenses. Bank balances at 31 December 2011 (current
and deposit accounts) were reconciled to bank statements.
Mrs. O’Brien, our County Councillor is allowing £500 from
her County Council Locality Budget towards the cost of
refurbishing the village noticeboard outside the Village
Hall. It is planned to create glass fronted side wings,
replace pin boards and do a general overhaul.
Councillors had noted this parish noticeboard was in a
state of complete disrepair. It stands in a very exposed
area and has not withstood the wind and elements. There
has been a suggestion that perhaps any new board would
be better sited at the entrance to Suffolk Yacht
Harbour. Displaying bus times, local information and
events for visiting and sometime storm-bound sailors
could be more useful.
Cllr. Hopkins had been liaising with the Environment
Agency and the County Council’s Rights of Way officer on
the state of the Boardwalk (recently under water) and
Creek wall footpaths. The Environment Agency are trying
to resolve the issue with the sluice gate. Workmen had
been out and tried to winch the gate back but there was
such a build up of silt and also boat debris that it had not
been possible to open it without the risk of not being able
to close and seal the gate. EA are looking into what they
can do next. Regarding the Creek wall footpath the Rights
of Way officer is seeking the parish council’s opinions on a
possible improvement up to a maximum length of 800m of
the footpath surface. Work though will be subject to
SCC funding being available in the next financial year,
i.e. from April 2012.

SCC Heritage
Plans

Street signage

Operation
Stack

Diamond
Jubilee
Correspondence

Planning
Applications
Village Forum

The County Council is consulting on their proposals for a new
purpose-built archives centre at The Museum of East Anglian
Life. The proposal is to amalgamate the 3 Record Offices
with the Archaeological Historic Environment Record and the
Archaeology Service finds store. Cllr. Louise Mann is leading
on this and parish councillors decided they would take part
in the consultation process.
Parish councillors reviewed any progress of the new signs
which were agreed to make it clearer to delivery drivers for
similar numbering in Bridge Road, Red House Walk and
Walnut Tree Cottages on Bridge Road. There has been a
request for the erection of a street sign to indicate
Stratton Hall Drift.
A complaint from a resident had been received regarding the
relevant Agencies not picking up the ‘Road Closed’ signs after
an Operation Stack exercise. The Parish Clerk is doing her
utmost to sort this problem out and the parish council have
also raised the issue with the Police Inspector in charge of
Stack.
Initial interest has been shown by 3-4 residents regarding a
Commemoration event in the village. To be followed up.
Since the November Parish Council meeting the volume of
correspondence received by the Parish Council was 78 items
plus various newsletters from outside organisations. There
were 44 items of correspondence sent from the Parish
Council and surveys completed. Problems raised by residents
such as non-bin collections, footpath/flooding issues, signage
collection were issues to be dealt with and the resupply of
salt/grit in various locations around the village requested.
No planning applications had been received since the
last Parish Council meeting
Two topics raised which had been considered during the
Parish Council meeting

PARISH COUNCIL DATES FOR 2012
Wednesday 18 January 2012;
Tuesday 13 March 2012;
Wednesday 2 May 2012;
Tuesday 3 July 2012;
Wednesday 5 September 2012;
Tuesday 6 November 2012.
Parish Council meetings start at 7.15pm and residents may observe
the meetings and participate in the Forums before and after the
meeting. As a responsible Parish Council we endeavour to keep an
ever watchful eye on all aspects of parish life and to enhance the
community to the best of our ability. We always welcome your
thoughts and the usual channels of communication are open, i.e. at
meetings, by telephone, e-mail or by post.
-------------------------------------

Never say there is no excitement in Levington! In
the early hours of the morning on 19th December a stolen flat-bed
lorry was set on fire before being abandoned in Bridge Road outside
‘Demar’ House. The light and noise woke a local resident up who
phoned 999. Thankfully, it was a still night. Any wind could have
fanned the flames causing fences and hedges nearby to be set
alight with possible danger to properties. A Felixstowe retainedfiremen crew attended the blaze arriving about half an hour after
the initial phone call by which time the lorry was well ablaze and the
road surface damaged. The Parish Council is following up on this
response time. Also see ‘Police Report’ on the crime.
-----------------SUFFOLK ACRE COMMUNITY BUYING
Want to save money on the cost of your heating oil? If so, join the
Suffolk Acre new community-based countywide oil buying syndicate
and see how easy it is. Save even more by becoming your local coordinator.
Contact: Suffolk ACRE Community Buying Ltd. Tel: 01473 345300
Email: oil@communitybuying.org.uk
Website: www.communitybuying.org.uk

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
The programme so far for 2012 is:
Thursday 8th March
EAST ANGLIAN FILM ARCHIVE
7.30pm in the Village Hall
Thursday 26th April
7.30pm LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB AGM night (Village
Hall)
Thursday 24th May
7.30pm in the Village Hall
‘QUEEN VICTORIA’S DIAMOND JUBILEE – Empire, Country
and Local area’ with renowned historian CLIVE PAYNE
-------------------------------------

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
At the November meeting Peter Chinery of Beales Roses gave a talk
on ‘Baskets and Container Gardening for Winter’ and gave hints and
tips on successful planting and care of hanging baskets and
containers. Despite several being away through illness or being away
from the village a goodly number attended. There were very
reasonably priced plants to buy at the end of the evening as well as
the pots and hanging baskets that Peter had demonstrated and
potted up during the evening.

SUFFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST INVITATION to come
and help plant trees and shrubs
Suffolk Wildlife Trust is planning to hold a community tree planting
session in Levington between
9.30am and 1.00pm on SATURDAY 28TH JANUARY
Meet on the Suffolk Yacht Harbour road on the right-hand side
just before the entrance barrier to the Marina
(Car parking alongside the road)
This is to further enhance one of our local wildlife-rich areas. The
planting is to be done between the Lagoons and the Marina (with the
Marina paying for the plants). This is an invitation to come and help
plant native trees and shrubs to provide habitat for birds. ALL
AGES WELCOME. Please bring a spade and gloves if you can. Hot
drinks and home-made cakes will be provided. There will also be a
bird-ringing demonstration (weather permitting). For any further
information or queries please contact Sara or Tracey on 01473
890089.
---------------------

FANCY A SPOT OF KNITTING TO HELP A GOOD
CAUSE?
Jo Wenham is collecting men’s warm woollen hats and gloves to pass
on to the homeless in the Ipswich area. You generously helped some
months ago when she requested unwanted sleeping bags and
blankets. So are you able to help again with the latest request and
do a spot of knitting? If so please let Jo have these items. She lives
at Lilac Cottage, Levington – Tel: 659509. Many thanks.

VILLAGE RECORDERS

[Photo contributed by Sally Long]

Presentation to Derek and Rosanne at December film night
There were never two more surprised people at the Levington Film
evening on Tuesday 6th December when Derek and Rosanne Girling
were presented with a gift to mark their retirement after 30 years
as Levington Village recorders! But we hope you will agree with
parish councillors and other villagers that such sterling work on
behalf of the village should not go unrecognised and we wanted to
show our appreciation of everything Derek and Rosanne had done.
Much of the wealth of documents, scrapbooks, weather and nature
recordings they have amassed are to be handed over to the Parish
Council or to our new Village Recorder, Louise Mann, to form a
‘village archive’. This will be an impressive collection of Levington
history which many future generations will be able to enjoy or gain
information from. The gift was a superb framed original painting of
St. Peter’s Church, Levington done by Jim Peck. We are sure Derek
and Rosanne will treasure it and it will be a constant reminder of all
they have done for this village of Levington. Huge thanks Derek and
Rosanne for all the hours and commitment you have made to village
history.

GUESSING THE MYSTERY OBJECT

How did you do get on trying to guess the mystery object in our last
newsletter? Well it was a conical tool made of lignam vitae. [Hands

up who spotted the Editor’s mistake of saying it was made of
rosewood!] The object of course was a ‘sailor’s friend’. IT IS
CALLED ‘A FID’. Give yourself a gold star if you got that! A fid is
used to hold open knots and holes in canvas. It’s used to open the
‘lays’ or strands of rope for splicing.
Our many thanks to Barrie Hawtin for bringing along to Lunch Club
these beautiful and wonderfully crafted wooden objects. So, below
is the next one to get you thinking! What could it be? What was its
use? It’s quite a large, heavy object. Answer in the March
newsletter.

LEVINGTON CHRISTMAS FILM EVENING
TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2011
Derek Girling and David Pryke’s ‘Levington Film’ year always takes as
its start point November of the previous year and that usually
means the village Remembrance services. The film show on Tuesday
6th December was no different except, exceptionally, as the first
image of the night was of the short Armistice Day service and
included an image of Max Ralph with the Royal British Legion
standard, everyone stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Max
who had died a few days earlier. After this the Show continued with
its usual varied mix of wonderful local nature photography, places
and events in the village in the past year. A wonderful raffle and
Christmas eats were enjoyed in the interval and there was a huge
surprise (read elsewhere in this newsletter) for Derek and Rosanne
Girling.
An audio visual sequence was put together by David to the tune of
‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’. The images showed many of the vintage
cars lorries, buses and military vehicles that took part in the 41st
Ipswich to Felixstowe Historic Vehicle run and which came along the
old A45 at Levington on Sunday 1st May 2011. Over 50 people
attended the evening and after expenses the magnificent amount of
£216.00 was raised which has been donated towards the
forthcoming St. Peter’s Organ Appeal.
---------------------

CHRISTMAS LUNCH CLUB – 8th December
Once again Jo, Len, Jane and all the Lunch Club team did us proud
with a superb Christmas lunch. It was enjoyed by everybody and a
big vote of thanks to everyone who helped, cooked, served, provided
raffle prizes, ran the raffle and not forgetting the washer uppers!

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Well …that was the year that was! 2011 was our 50th anniversary
and not only did we enjoy celebrating and marking this special event
we gained several new members on the way which made it even more
special. We were delighted that one of those members was 21 year
old Chloe Grimwood perhaps one of the youngest members we have
ever had and she was presented with a WI badge to mark this
occasion by the WI President, Pat Owen. Coming up ….

LEVINGTON Women’s Institute
Meeting in Levington Village Hall
‘ATLANTIC CHILDREN’ BY JULIET DEARLOVE
7.30pm Wednesday 8th February
An ordinary Suffolk family (Juliet, her husband and two children)
took a year out to sail a 12,000 mile journey from Italy home to
England via the Caribbean. Juliet will explain what decided them to
make such a momentous journey with two young children, how they
prepared for it and coped on board their yacht and tells of their
experiences along the way.

LADIES - NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS ALWAYS
WELCOME

NEWS OF THE TRIMLEY BRANCH of the ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION “THE STANDARD”

After many years existence, sadly it was
felt last year that with declining numbers
of members, that the Branch would have
to close. However, over the years, with
Levington villager Max Ralph as the
Standard Bearer, the ‘Standard’ has been
present at many varied function. For
instance: 50 Years Celebration held at
Mildenhall with the American Air Force: a
large Rally at Euston Hall; paraded at the
Suffolk Show for many years with Royalty
taking the salute and not least at the local
Remembrance Day Services held at
Trimley, Nacton and Levington. The
Standard has also often been requested
at funerals of RBL Members. A highlight
has been on 7th November
1998 when Max was fortunate enough to be invited to attend the
Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall. He was on
television parading with many other standard bearers from around
the country. A very proud moment.
Another was on Saturday 6th April 2002 in Ypres. Max took the
Standard to the Menin Gate where every evening at 8pm six
trumpeters (firemen) attend to play The Last Post and Reveille.
Wreaths are laid by many young people, and a citation was read in
both English and French for a Second Lieutenant who had been
killed in action on 6th April 1916. A most moving ceremony. Max was
the only standard bearer in attendance on this occasion in prime
position and no doubt his photograph taken by many tourists from
all parts of the world.

[Photograph and article contributed by Doreen Ralph]

CONCERT AND NATIVITY
December saw Ipswich home-educators perform their annual
concert and Nativity. Twice a month the group of home-educating
families meets in Levington village hall for science, art, history and
games. They rounded off their year by staging a Christmas concert
and Nativity for family and friends.
The packed hall was treated
to a variety of Christmas
music including bell ringing, a
samba band, solos on the
glockenspiel, trumpet and
recorder and a wonderful
rendition of the Twelve days
of Christmas.

This was followed by the
traditional Nativity story
complete with shepherds,
donkeys, favourite carols
and
heart-melting
performances
from
the
children.

The performance, now in its second year, has grown from a small
number to a cast of twenty eight excited and talented youngsters.
The afternoon ended with a visit from Santa and mince pies all
round. A wonderful start to the festive season - thanks to all who
came!

CUT YOUR HOUSEHOLD BILLS
If your pay has reduced you may be able to receive help towards
your Council Tax Bill, or rent. If you have adapted your home to
meet your needs, for example an extra bathroom or other room, or
you use a wheelchair in your home; you may be entitled to a
reduction in your Council Tax Bill. You should contact the District
Council straight away by telephoning 01394 444838 or email:
benefits@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk or visit Suffolk Coastal district
council offices at Melton Hill Woodbridge.
-----------------------------

The months of January and February are the core
months of the winter even though Spring seems just round the
corner! So take care during this time, stay warm and safe if
wintry/icy weather does come our way.
--------------------------

EAST ANGLIAN OFFSHORE WIND FARM
The Parish Council keeps a watchful eye on the progress of the
offshore wind farm project (off the East Coast/Felixstowe) and
the preferred cable route from the offshore windfarm to Bramford
will be published on 10th February. Details will be on the
www.eastanglianwind.com website. There will also be Public
Information Days during February – (23rd February at Felixstowe,
and 27th February at Ipswich). The company will also be organising
meetings directly with the Parishes involved making contact with
them in early February concerning this.

VISIT TO ELY AND WELNEY
SATURDAY 4TH FEBRUARY
Levington WI has organised a coach trip for themselves, their
partners and friends to ELY CATHEDRAL to see the captivating
and colourful world famous Quaker Tapestry exhibition. 39 of the
tapestries will be on display. Often compared with the Bayeux
Tapestry this masterpiece of storytelling is a celebration of life,
people and events across the centuries.

After lunch they will travel the short distance to the
WILD FOWL AND WETLANDS TRUST AT WELNEY. Here in a
large centrally heated bird hide you can watch views of all the
birdlife, ducks and watch the warden feed the winter gathering of
some of the 9,000 swans and ducks. Quite a sight!
display
THERE ARE A FEW PLACES LEFT ON THE COACH. If you would
like to come along you would be very welcome.
Please contact Diane Willsteed asap on 659257 to book a place.
The cost is £17.50 per head.
Leave the village at 9.30am
Arrive back in the village about 6.30pm

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB PROGRAMME FOR
2012
Gardening Club is open to everyone. All meetings start at 7.30pm in
the village Hall unless otherwise stated and the charge is £3 per
head payable at the door. So do come and enjoy the Gardening Club
meetings with interesting speakers and demonstrations. There will
also be outings arranged during the year so watch village
noticeboards and village newsletter for details.
Wednesday 25th January
‘A Gardener’s Year at Helmingham Hall’ with Chris Reeve
Wednesday 21st March
‘Companion Planting’ with Karen Kenny
Wednesday 20th June
‘A Talk by the BBC’s Local Weatherman’ with Steve Western
Saturday 21st July
Levington Flower and Produce Show (start time 3.00pm) in the
Village Hall
Wednesday 19th September
‘Orchids as Houseplants’ with Janet Parsons of Suffolk Orchid
Society
Wednesday 21st November
‘New, Different or Unusual Plants’ with Michael Parry of Thompson
and Morgan

Further information can be obtained from:
Marian Rose (01473 659638) or Caroline Young (01473 659547)

THE PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2012/2013
Financial Information – Raising money
The Parish Council year runs from 1st April to 31st March and the
bulk of its income comes from the parish precept which is set at its
January meeting for the following year. Taking into account the
actual expenditure and income to date, and the expected additions
till the year end at 31st March 2012, the Council expects that
income and expenditure will end in balance as planned. Looking at
the budget for next year it was clear that a small increase in the
precept (the first for 9 years!) to £5,800 will be necessary to
balance increased costs and to preserve the reserves held against
any emergencies and contingencies that may arise. The increase
equates to approximately £3 per household per year.
------------------------

NEXT VISIT OF THE SUFFOLK CONSTABULRY
MOBILE POLICE STATION
Will be at Levington Bridge Road Layby between 11.45 - 13.15hrs on
Tuesday 7th February. Please call in and see the PCSO on duty if you
have any concerns, or which to report anything etc. And FREE whilst
stocks last there will be available ‘Emergency Data Link’ small
plastic containers (the size of a 35mm film cassette). The ‘Data
Link’ or ‘The Message in the Fridge’ as it has become known is a
container which is stored in the fridge and has been created to
provide the Emergency Services with necessary information,
identifies the patient, his/her condition, medicines prescribed,
allergies, next of kin , doctor to be contacted etc. Whilst "Data
Link" is of more interest to the elderly or incapacitated, the
scheme is intended to cover everybody regardless of their age.

VILLAGE HALL AGM held 23rd November
Those who attended the AGM were pleased to learn that for a
second year in a row, the Treasurer could report that the
operational costs are now covered by normal hire income without
previously relying on fundraising or donations. Since the Hall was
renovated into a warm, clean and attractive place to meet this has
encouraged hirings. Hire fees remain the same but will be kept
under review and any increase reported at the next AGM. Mrs.
Alison Bailey volunteered to work alongside Chris Mayhew to assist
with the Secretary’s role.
An update on the proposed extension was discussed. Stephen
Rackham and David Pryke had had pre-application meetings with the
Big Lottery people and later, with the Heritage Lottery in
Cambridge, and an application is now being made. It may be feasible
to raise almost a third of the money needed from within the village,
using funds set aside by the Parish Council and the Village Hall and
with support from the village organisations – a situation that may
aid the lottery application.
There are many people who work hard behind the scenes to keep
the Village Hall running smoothly. It would cease to exist if they
didn’t! They are the Trustees (one of whom expertly repaired the
cooker when it broke down recently), those who clean, cut the
grass, sweep the paths, maintain the flower tubs and not least Mary
and David Wake who so diligently take bookings for the Hall,
welcome and show round new hirers and check things out after they
have finished. Thanks also to the willing volunteers who put the
Christmas decorations up (and took them down!) so that the Hall
looked so festive over the Christmas period. Many thanks all.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
(Next Event)

EAST ANGLIAN FILM ARCHIVE
Evening
7.30pm THURSDAY 8th MARCH

in the Village Hall
David Cleveland will be showing us wonderful archive film clips
from the East Anglian Film Archive to include the opening of the
Levington Fisons Research Station in 1955; some of the
agriculture trials they did to make corn grow and other clips of a
local nature and from the surrounding area.

AN EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED!

EVERYONE WELCOME
On the door £3.00 non-members
£1.00 Local History Club members
(to include refreshments)

COME AND ENJOY
PART TWO of the
LEVINGTON FILM SHOW with Derek Girling
and David Pryke
7.30pm in the Village Hall
WEDNESDAY 15th FEBRUARY
We’ll provide the eats and drinks again, a warm
Village Hall and good company. You come and
enjoy another relaxing and entertaining evening
looking at the wonderful images of Levington, its
events and wildlife including some short audio
visual sequences put to music. This time we pick
up starting from last July’s Flower Show, the
WI’s 50th year, through the autumn with
seasonal images and village events plus more
local wildlife/natural history pictures.
£3 entrance fee on the door.
Raffle for which prizes welcomed.

EVERYONE WELCOME

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL TEAM
Another New Year, another set of good resolutions to be made and
kept for – well, as long as possible! KEEPING YOU INFORMED
The Parish Council newsletter will continue to keep you informed and
up to date with everything.

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on
TUESDAY 13th MARCH 2012
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS
David Long (Chairman) 659342
David Pryke (Vice-Chairman) 659554
Ian Angus 659249
John Bailey 655023
Nick Hopkins 659273
Louise Mann 659538
Pat Pryke 659554
Parish Clerk – Marian Rose 659638

Mrs. Patricia O’Brien (County Councillor & District Councillor) 01394
448228
Mrs. Veronica Falconer (District Councillor) 01394 448263

Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
Area Police Beat Officer Pc Paul Smith (01473) 613500
Safer Neighbourhood Team/Sgt. James Harper (01473) 613500
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