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Dear Villager and Subscribers – Hello and Welcome to the July 2012 edition of
the Parish Council newsletter.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)

BIG JUBILEE VILLAGE LUNCH We braved the cold, wet weather of the June
Jubilee weekend here in the village but it did not dampen our spirits even if Plan
B had to hastily come into play for the ‘Big Jubilee Lunch’. Plan A was to use
Church Field but the cold easterly wind, the wet sodden ground in the end
proved too unseasonable for it to be held there. There was a ‘wet weather’
option and due to the kindness and hospitality of the Mayhew family the event
was held in the Stratton Hall barns. The event was a display of good oldfashioned community spirit with villagers of all ages thoroughly enjoying
themselves. More on the event elsewhere in this newsletter.

WIND TURBINES Despite the huge efforts of the Parish Council and its
Parish Clerk, our two District Councillors, 80% of the villagers and many outside
the village, the concerns of near neighbours at Bridge Farm and the Home Farm
fishing business, Suffolk Preservation Society and others, you will read
elsewhere in this newsletter that four District Councillors on Suffolk Coastal
District Council’s planning committee sealed the fate of this application and
‘approved’ it.

LEVINGTON FLOWER SHOW I hope by the time you read this newsletter the
Flower Show will have again proved to be its usual very successful event enjoyed
by many.
David Long – Parish Council Chairman

WIND TURBINES GIVEN APPROVAL IN
LEVINGTON’S AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
By now most, if not all of you, are aware that Suffolk Coastal Planning
Committee approved the turbines application on 21 st July. The Parish Council
listened to the depth of feeling outside and within the village from residents
and local businesses regarding the wind turbines application at Levington Hall at
the ‘open’ village meeting last year as did Mr. Scardino. Despite that adverse
reaction Mr. Scardino has persisted in his application (albeit revising the height
of one turbine and moving the second to a slightly different position). These
controversial turbines have generated much publicity for the applicant as well as
for our village of Levington. More so since their ‘approval’ and there have been
numerous articles in national and local newspapers, letters in the press, mentions
on various countrywide websites and significantly been ‘the topic of the morning’
on Mark Murphy’s Radio Suffolk programme. This publicity is in sharp contrast
to when this village was in the national and local press for its wonderful caring
community spirit and the way it looks after its AONB environment when it won
England Village of the Year in 2008.
In print, Mr. Scardino has been quoted as recognizing that the turbines would
cause strong reactions, but said he did not want to fall out with his neighbours.
However, the effect of the application on his neighbours and their properties in
Levington has been immediate. Levington has, until now, been a very desirable
place to live which is reflected in the value of property in the village. Three of
the principal estate agents in Ipswich have now confirmed that the application
has had the immediate effect of making it difficult to sell houses on the East
side of Bridge Road and that the value of property has fallen by at least 15% as
a result. Those trying to sell at the moment have had to reduce their selling
price to encourage ‘viewings’. House values dropping can also affect the Council
tax band of property.
Representing the views of our residents your Parish Council and Clerk have
worked extremely hard to challenge the recommendation of support by the
planning case officer and respond to Suffolk Coastal’s Planning Committee on
your behalf using our own expertise as well as involving lawyers, consultants and
an expert in meteorology – all of whom gave their advice freely. [Copy is
available, if required - please contact the Parish Clerk].
At the Suffolk Coastal Planning Committee on 21 st June the voting was
extremely close: 4 for; 3 against; 1 abstention and one councillor did not vote as
he declared a prejudicial interest (it subsequently came to light that he was
employed with a Renewables Energy company). This meant that with a majority
of one, the wind turbines, which have caused so much animosity, can go ahead in

our treasured AONB. This is despite the protestations of 80% of Levington
residents, our local businesses and many letters of objection from outside the
village. Is the ‘Localism Act’ whereby Government want communities to have a
say in what happens in their area already dead in the water here?!!
The District Council Planning Committee have the responsibility of preserving
our local AONB, whilst protecting the vulnerable who live, take their leisure and
work, some a mere 100 metres away, from the proposed turbines. However, the
senior Planning Officers recommendation to the Planning Committee was to
support the application on the grounds that the visual intrusion on the landscape,
even in an AONB, would be minimal and the impact of noise and flicker on the
nearest residents at Bridge Farm and the adjacent fishing and livery businesses
would be acceptable. Therefore, four District Councillors decided that national
planning policy supporting sustainable development should over-ride local opinion,
the District Council’s own plans for protecting locally designated landscapes, and
the ‘great weight’ for the protection of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
contained in the national planning policy.

The District Councillors who voted ‘for’ the turbines were:
Bob Snell (Conservative) Earl Soham (Chairman)
Andy Smith (Conservative) Felixstowe South East
Graham Harding (Conservative) Trimleys with Kirton
Diana Ball (Liberal Democrat) Woodbridge Farlingaye
Those who voted ‘against’ were:
Susan Harvey (Conservative) Trimleys with Kirton
Mark Newton (Conservative) Rushmere St. Andrew
Margaret Morris (Conservative) Felixstowe West
The one abstention was Debbie McCallum (Conservative) Kesgrave West – Vice
Chairman. She abstained because she felt strongly that she should not go
against the feelings of the constituents who had voted them to office but was
also of the opinion that planning guidance did not allow her to vote against it.
It appears that a decision was made that blindly followed Government renewable
energy targets completely disregarding the feelings of over 80% of our resident
population and the national and local protective planning policies for the
landscape. The Parish Council and many residents and non-residents feel Suffolk
Coastal District Council Planning Committee has failed us.
And what support did our local MP, Ms. Therese Coffey offer the 80% of
constituents in Levington when asked to do so on your behalf by the Parish
Council? Her reply was she felt she had to leave the decision to the District
Council. Since that decision, she then felt it necessary to speak on radio and
send letters to every household in the parish. She expressed ‘her regret, shock

and surprise’ at the four District Councillors approval’ and informed us that the
generous financial arrangements towards onshore wind turbines have already
been reduced with further reductions expected. The cynical would say this was
an attempt at damage limitation on her part.
The Parish Council responded to her letters by saying “please do not have
sympathy for the community of Levington, we would rather have justice and a
fair planning process and we still have a vote!
Please have sympathy for the environment which in the eyes of Levington
residents is being irretrievably damaged by inadequately applied protection from
national government and local administration”.
Conversely, our County Councillor and District Councillor Patricia O’Brien and
District Councillor Veronica Falconer have been brilliantly supportive speaking
spiritedly on your behalf against the turbines application at the District’s
planning committee. The Parish Council has written to them both to thank them
for all their time, effort, skill and advice in mounting a challenge to the wind
turbines application.
Many will know how hard your Parish Council team has worked on this planning
application with the team and particularly the Parish Clerk putting in many extra
hours of work. We thank everyone who has supported and helped us along the
way or encouraged us and still do.
There continues to be sadness and a sombre mood in the village and much regret
that a fellow resident could impose such a permanent negative impact on the
lives of his fellow neighbours, in particular those at Bridge Farm and also an ugly
scar totally out of character with our beautiful and natural open landscape which
we strive to maintain. All for the sake of generating his
own
electricity, benefiting from subsidised feed in tariffs which are ironically paid
for through electricity consumers’ fuel bills!
So … what has been happening since the decision? Letters and articles continue
to appear in the press and local publications. The turbines issue is not going
away! Your Parish Council continues to take issue with the local MP on the
District Council’s stance on on-shore wind turbines in AONBs; communication is
ongoing with the Suffolk Association of Local Councils; and a resident is seeking
expert legal opinion on whether Suffolk Coastal District Council has not followed
planning regulations by not requiring a full Environmental Impact Assessment.

THANK YOU FROM OUR PARISH CLERK – MARIAN ROSE

As most of you will know by now, I recently broke my arm in a fall in the garden
(I stress no alcohol was involved – might have hurt less if I had had a drink,
though!). Inevitably, word quickly spread following the arrival of a paramedic &
the ambulance so it was not long before the get well cards & flowers started to
arrive. Tom & I have been so touched by the warmth of the many good wishes &
support we have received. This is just so typical of Levington people! As well as
flowers & cards, we have been given some gorgeous cakes to help boost my blood
sugar levels (good excuse?!) and even an easy-to-eat-one-handed shepherds pie.
Numerous people have offered to do shopping for us, too. Special thanks go to
our dear neighbour and my chief carer Clare Ringland, ably assisted by the
children Daniel & Sophie who have decorated my plaster cast so prettily. I had a
set back after a fortnight when doctors told me the broken bone had moved and
therefore had to have an operation to have it pinned into place. This has put
recovery back but hopefully will be a better job in the end. On the advice of
the hospital, Tom’s engineering skills came to the fore and he rigged up a kind of
scaffold (called a Bradford sling, apparently) to keep my arm elevated – see
unflattering photo.
The lovely flowers in the picture were a very kind gift from the Parish
Councillors who have all been absolute stars throughout. Thank you again to you
all.
[Marian Rose]

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Suffolk SAFEKey
In their commitment to keeping properties safe from crime, Suffolk police are
now offering residential and business owners within the county an innovative
new service that provides protection and assistance should you lose your
keys, as well as allowing the police access to your property in the event of an
incident occurring whilst your property is unattended. Benefits offered by
this service are:
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Suffolk SAFEKey branded key fob meaning there is a 90% likelihood that
your keys will be recovered if lost when attached to a fob. Each fob carries
an identifying number unique to you
Cover for your keys if lost anywhere in the EU
£10 reward to the finder of your keys courtesy of Suffolk SAFEKey
Emergency helpline 24 hours a day, 365 days a year
Access to contact details of a nationwide network of approved locksmiths
should you need to replace your locks or keys
Accessible emergency contact and keyholder details recorded on our
secure database letting the police know who to call in the event of an
incident at your unattended property – your nominated keyholder is someone
you trust and lives in the vicinity of your property
A window sticker to confirm your membership to officers attending your
unattended property meaning reduced risk of forced entry and potential
incurred costs
Details of your preferred plumber and glaziers can be stored as a
potential cost saving to you

The basic cost for the above benefits of this service is £12.00. If you wish to
join Suffolk SAFEKey there are a number of options available:
•
•
•
•

To register online use this address: http://www.suffolk.safekey.org.uk
Call the Suffolk SAFEKey hotline on 08444 121 802
Print off either the Residential or Non-residential form on the website
and post to: Keycare SAFEKey, PO Box 325, Shipley, BD18 9DQ
Cheques should be made payable to Keycare Ltd, and addressed to
Suffolk SAFEKey, PO Box 325, Shipley BD18 9DQ.

[Bob Hardwick – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator]

OUT AND ABOUT WITH LEVINGTON WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE
The WI is not all about sitting once a month in the Village Hall for the WI
meeting! There are many other opportunities as when President Pat Owen and
Pat Pryke joined other members from Suffolk East WIs to London on 29 th/30th
May for the National Federation AGM. The first day saw a visit to the ‘Women’s
Library’; a meal in Covent Garden and then evening performance of the ‘Billy
Elliott’ musical. The next day they joined nearly 6,000 other WI members from
England and Wales at the Royal Albert Hall for the AGM. 6,000 singing
‘Jerusalem’ at the start of the meeting was spine tingling with James Davy on
the organ. Proud Mum was Rev. Helen Davy who is one of our Benefice Clergy and
was sitting next to the two Pats! Decision makers in the UK often look to the WI
organisation for opinions on a number of matters. At this year’s AGM WI
members voted and overwhelmingly supported a resolution calling on the
Government ‘to employ more midwives’.
Three members also joined the Suffolk East organised trip to Gainsborough’s
House in Sudbury and onwards to Flatford/East Bergholt to explore ‘Constable’
country on 13th June – an art lovers trip following on from a
Gainsborough/Constable Masterclass they attended last year.
Coming up in August – an extra meeting – to replace the February one that was
cancelled due to adverse weather. All ladies welcome to come and join us at:
7.30pm on Wednesday 8th August in the Village Hall
Andrea Keyland, a falconer, who works with several different birds of prey will
be coming along to give a talk bringing with her normally a hawk and an owl.
Should be an interesting ‘hoot’ of an evening!

THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS IN THE VILLAGE
Lots of you wanted a celebration in the village for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
but any large event like this takes some planning and needs people to come
forward and organise it!! Not so easy when so many people in the village already
volunteer a lot of their time on parish council, village organisations and church
affairs.
So we were so lucky that some lovely community spirited volunteers put their
heads above the parapet and said they would organise a village ‘Big Jubilee
Lunch’. Lucky as there was soon a very large ‘to do’ list to make any event
successful! Plans were made for dry or wet weather options, public liability
insurance cover sourced and a thorough Risk Assessment exercise had to be
undertaken. Then caterers were booked, other food bought in and cooked,
bunting and decorations arranged along with all the plates, cutlery etc., a brass
band booked, marquees erected, games for the children organised. And then
what happened! Our wonderful English weather threw a strop and decided the
day should be cold, wet and windy! This meant all the best laid plans for the
volunteer group to hold the event on Church Field had to put to one side and at
the last minute Plan B – the wet weather option – had to be quickly organised. So
working all hours at the last minute the two barns at Stratton Hall were quickly
prepared so that everyone who attended could enjoy the event at least with a
roof over their heads and in relative comfort. Chairs, tables and pots were
transported from the village hall with the help of Stephen Rackham and David
Clements big white van – thanks David. Deben Butchers supplied and cooked the
hog roast in one barn starting at 5.00am in the morning! Other food and drinks
tables were set up here also. Three enormous long lengths of tables and chairs
were erected in the other barn. A brass band found room in the food barn, along
with games for the children, and face painting. Thanks here to Kevin our pro
golfer in the village who supplied a golf game.
We heard nothing but rave reports about the Jubilee lunch and how hard all the
organisers and their helpers worked. So to Alison Smith, Alison Bailey, Nicki
Mayhew, Di Hitchcock and Caroline Young and their press ganged other helpers
HUGE HEARTFELT THANKS – the event would not have happened without you.
And to Chris and Nicki Mayhew for your kindness, hospitality and generosity in
allowing the event to be held at Stratton Hall in the large barns – what would we
have done without you! Your community spirit is exceptional as was your warm
welcome to everyone who came. This village is renowned locally and nationally for
its community spirit none more so when there is a need to work together to
make things happen.

‘Our wonderful ‘Jubilee’ lunch organisers’ (Alison Smith, Nicki Mayhew, Alison Bailey,
Caroline Young (all from Stratton Hall) and Di Hitchcock (Levington)

[Residents Philomena and Jacquie arriving in patriotic red, white and blue!

[The Stirling-Yeatman family arriving at the event decked out in Jubilee colours and
patriotic hats].

[Thanks to David Pryke and Sally Long for contributing photos]

MORE JUBILEE PHOTOS!

Two Jubilee ‘girls’ in the party spirit! Sandy Palmer and Sally Long. Not sure
who’s that larking about in the background but we wouldn’t have had a Jubilee
lunch without this generous host and the use of his barns!

Do you recogonize Dave and Cindy from Redhouse Walk who thoroughly enjoyed
the party?

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up …….
Sunday 29th July
10.00am BENEFICE SERVICE CELEBRATION OF THE OLYMPIC
GAMES
(where all churches in the Benefice come together)
(to be held at St. Peter’s Church, Levington)
Sunday 5th August
10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (with Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 12th August
6.3pm EVENSONG (with Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 19th August
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (with Reader Mrs. Janet Stalker)
Sunday 26th August
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (with Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 2nd September
10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (with Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 9th September
6.30pm EVENSONG
Sunday 16th September
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (with Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 23rd September
10.00am HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE (with Roy Tricker)

PARISH NOTICES – coming up ……
August is usually a quiet month in the village due to being a holiday period but as
you will see there are a few events coming up. Why not make this the month you
pop along to the Village Hall for coffee hour on a Monday morning. It’s a happy,
chatty hour enjoying a cup of coffee and more and more villagers are coming
along.
Every Monday10.00am-11.00am COFFEE HOUR in the Village Hall
EVERY MONDAY (including Bank Holidays)
Wednesday 8th August
7.30pm LEVINGTON WI
(‘Birds of Prey’ with Andrea Keyland, a Falconer)
Saturday 11th August
LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB vintage coach trip to the ‘Steam and
Craft Day’ at Museum of East Anglian Life
Leaving the village at 10.30am from outside the Village Hall
[Places must be pre-booked – see advert elsewhere in this newsletter]
Tuesday 14th August
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB
(Booked places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)
Menu: THE SUMMER BUFFET!
Monday 27th August
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY
Wednesday 5th September
7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL meeting
(in the Village Hall)
Including ‘Pre-agenda Forum’ and ‘Open Forum’ at the end of the parish council
meeting
Tuesday 11th September
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB
(Booked places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 10th JULY 2012
The Chairman welcomed the District Councillor (Veronica Falconer) and three
residents.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien).
Mrs O’Brien has now completed her year as Chairman of the County Council – a
busy year which had been packed full of opportunities and events. The Leader of
the County Council had outlined the Administration’s priorities for the coming
year at the Full Council meeting on 24th May. The five priorities are: Economic
Growth and Jobs; Education; Supporting Vulnerable People; Localism; and
Building on Suffolk’s strengths. A new Oyster-type card is being developed to
help young people in Suffolk cope with the cost of education, training and workrelated travel. Care UK has been selected to run the Council’s 16 care homes and
elderly people centres. Mrs. O’Brien, who wholeheartedly supported the Parish
Council and residents of Levington regarding the wind turbine application,
expressed her surprise that the application was passed.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer).
Mrs. Falconer reported that Suffolk Coastal is in the top 10 Councils in the
country for recycling – 59% of household waste. Soon recycling will involve
textiles. £10m from the Environment Agency has enabled the Felixstowe coastal
defence project to be completed. Suffolk Coastal along with 3 other Councils
are working towards bringing empty homes back into use. The Council will be
reviewing the number of Councillors (55 down to about 35) in 2014 and
modernising the Council. Mrs. Falconer said despite all the wonderful hard work
of this Parish Council she was greatly saddened that the two wind turbines were
approved.
Village Forum:
A resident brought up parking at the Church Lane end of Pilots Way. [The
Chairman explained this was privately owned land and as long as the public
footpath was not blocked this was OK. Noted unknown people had been driving
down Pilots Way and parking near the entrance to Tankards Meadow]
A resident brought up the subject of the post-wind turbine situation some of
which had been discussed in more detail during the parish council meeting.

Finance

Members Code
of Conduct

Website

Emergency Plan

Heritage Plans

Parish Councillors noted that expenditure was in
accordance with budgets.
Internal Audit had provided a supportive report and
Marian Rose, the Parish Clerk, was thanked for her high
level of accounting.
At its meeting, the Parish Council approved and resolved
to adopt the Suffolk Code of Conduct. This is a ‘standards
regime’ which councils are required to adopt in accordance
with S26 to 37 of the Localism Act 2012 for the purposes
of discharging its duty and to promote and maintain high
standards of conduct.
In essence councillors must have regard for: selflessness,
integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty
and leadership.
This parish council has always taken the Code of Conduct
very seriously and abides by its requirements.
The village website has had to be moved to a new and more
updated ‘site’ as the ‘server’ was being replaced. This is
involving a lot of work since the original Levington &
Stratton Hall website was very comprehensive.
Cllr. Louise Mann has done sterling work so far with
placing basic information on the new website – with more
ongoing work still to be done. It is now up and running. To
view go to: http://levingtonandstrattonhall.onesuffolk.net/
Many thanks to Louise.
Work continues on progressing a village Emergency Plan.
Cllr. Angus reported to parish council his collaborative
discussion with OOCL Ltd. about the possible use of their
canteen in the event of an emergency.
Cllr. Louise Mann updated the parish council on Suffolk
County Council’s options for Heritage Plans. [it had been
proposed that the 3 county Record Offices should merge
into one at the Museum of East Anglian Life at
Stowmarket]. However, Louise reported that there was
unlikely to be any action in the foreseeable future.

Planning
Applications

Reports by
councillors

(1)

C12/0639 Levington Hall - Erection of 20kw wind
turbines, one on a 15 metre mast the other on a 20
metre mast, 3 blades on top. [Approved by Suffolk
Coastal District Council on 21/6/12]
At the Parish Council meeting 10/7/12, parish
councillors noted exchange of correspondence with
MP Therese Coffey, noted legal clarification being
undertaken on Environmental Impact Assessment;
noted communication with the Suffolk Association of
Local Councils; noted comments made to the Parish
Council by a resident.
There was a need for a Parish Council de-briefing
meeting and this would be arranged.
(2)
C12/0554 & 0555 – Hill Cottage, Church Lane,
Levington (Grade 2 listed). Erection of part twostorey part one and a half storey extension (existing
single-storey extension to be demolished). [Not
supported by the Parish Council on 18/4/12 but
the Parish Council has received a letter of approval
which does not indicate what has been approved!]
The Parish Council will now formally complain to the
District Council for not keeping the parish council
informed or referring any altered plans back to them.
Cllr. Pat Pryke had provided information on a small fare
increase in the local village bus for fare paying passengers &
also flagged up the major mains sewer construction work
to take place throughout Nacton soon with the potential to
disrupt services. She was liaising with the various agencies.
Cllr. Hopkins had liaised with Rights of Way re. river wall
Sluice, Nacton Meadows footpath & the footpath from
Bridge Farm to Stratton Hall Drift. Site visit to be arranged.
Cllr. Angus reported on the appointment of a new Head at
Nacton School.
Cllr. Long reported on the recent Suffolk Assoc. of Local
Councils meeting where all parish councils were encouraged to
respond to Suffolk Coastal’s Scrutiny committee on planning
issues.

POLICE REPORT

Crimes reported since 29th April 2012 until 29th June 2012.
Several crimes reported at the Marina:
Suffolk Yacht Harbour:
30th April - Over a 3-month period unknown offenders have entered a yacht
moored in the harbour by removing the locks and once inside they have stolen a
heating system and some flares. Due to the time frame there are no further
lines of enquiry.
14th May - Overnight unknown offenders have entered Bob Spaldings yard and
disabled the engine alarms by removing the gearboxes. They have stolen 4
engines and 4 gearboxes. Enquiries are ongoing.
16th June - Overnight unknown offenders have removed wooden boarding on a
window of a container in Bob Spaldings yard and stolen various power tools
within. Enquiries ongoing.
17th June - Overnight unknown offenders have stolen an outboard engine by
removing the security wire from a boat in Bob Spaldings yard. Enquiries ongoing.
Bridge Road – 17th May. During daylight hours, in a stable yard, offenders have
smashed the front driver’s window and stolen a handbag from within. 2
people are currently on bail for this offence.
Stratton Hall Drift – 25th June. Overnight unknown offender has tampered
with a set of wooden gates by bending the hinges and removing the bolts. The
gates were not stolen so it is possible that the offender was disturbed.
Enquiries ongoing.

REVISED BUS SERVICES to the 75, 76 and
77 bus routes (Ipswich-The Trimleys-Felixstowe)
Suffolk County Council are advising that as from 29 th July the ‘FIRST’ bus
company will be making changes to the above routes and timetables. Service 75
will operate along Woodbridge Road in Ipswich to/from the hospital. Services 76
and 77 will leave Ipswich along Felixstowe Road, Nacton Road, calling at the
Havens on Ransomes Europark and then travelling directly to Trimley along the
A14. Murrills Road (near Sainsburys) is no longer served by the 76 and 77 but
will continue to be served by the 75. Route in Ipswich town centre has also been
amended.

(NB: THERE ARE NO CHANGES TO THE 163 VILLAGE BUS SERVICE)

‘ON YER BIKE’!
THE ANNUAL SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES
SPONSORED BIKE RIDE 2012’ SATURDAY 8TH
SEPTEMBER
Every year we are happy to advertise this sponsored event in our parish council
newsletter but last year was probably the first year no-one was able to take
part and cycle or walk to raise funds for St. Peter’s Church, Levington. Can we
change that this year? Please contact Levington co-ordinator (Kevin Taverner)
and the sponsor money you raise is shared equally between St. Peter’s Church,
Levington and the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust.
A list of all the local churches on the Felixstowe peninsula and beyond is
available. So you can choose a route as long or as short as you can manage. If you
have no bike then you can ‘stride’ and one of the easiest ways to do so is to walk
between the churches either in Felixstowe or in Ipswich (of which there are
many!). Some provide refreshments/comfort stops!

WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE BENEFIT OF OUR
VILLAGE COMMUNTIY
As a Parish Council representing the villagers we applaud the support and
involvement recently of OOCL Ltd. staff.

-

Matthew Austen came to help with the Churchyard Spring clear up

- Matthew and a team used our equipment to do an Old A45 litter pick
- Another

team

went

and

helped

out

at

Nacton

school

- And they now have the parish council/village Emergency Plan and are deciding
how much they can help.
-------------------------------------

CELEBRATING THE OLYMPIC GAMES
Benefice Service – 10.00am 29th July
In St. Peter’s Church, Levington
All the 5 Benefice churches will be coming together for this celebration
(Levington, Kirton, Falkenham, Bucklesham and Nacton). I have no idea how we
shall celebrate ! – running, cycling – and even swimming to church has been
mentioned, if as I write the rain continues to fall! And of course Beach Volley
Ball.
This is quite a year for Celebration. “Come on and celebrate” – dress up, bring
the children and thank God for Sport and the fun of the Games.
Rev. Canon Geoffrey Grant

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY
CLUB
THIS TRIP IS ALMOST SOLD OUT – WE HAVE JUST 5 SEATS LEFT to
‘

THE STEAM AND TRADITIONAL CRAFTS
EVENT’
at the Museum of East Anglian Life at Stowmarket

on Saturday 11th August

[leaving the village at 10.30am – back 4.15pm]

The vintage 1966 ‘BRISTOL’ Bucklands coach

£19.00 each to include coach and Museum event/entrance fee.
See: Craftspeople demonstrating a variety of crafts, steam traction engines,
vintage tractors and commercial vehicles. Discover 15 splendidly restored
buildings etc. Museum shop and café, woodland and riverside nature trails and
animals

DIAMOND JUBILEE MUGS
It seems the Jubilee mugs handed out to all the children in the parish from the
Parish Council as a memento of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee were very well
received and much appreciated. Thank you for some kind letters, especially from
the children who wrote in and other thank you’s received by the Parish Council.
Would anyone else like to buy a mug? They are bone china and cost £8.00 each.
All the first order have either been distributed or sold but the Parish Clerk is
willing to put in a further small order as necessary. If you would like to purchase
Levington & Stratton Hall Jubilee mugs please let Marian Rose know soonest
either by email merosepc@virginmedia.com or phone 659638.
---------------------

SAVE THE DATE!
LEVINGTON HARVEST SUPPER
The hugely successful annual Harvest Supper in the Village Hall will be held this
year on:

FRIDAY 5TH OCTOBER.
More details and ticket information nearer the time.
----------------------------

DIAMOND WEDDING CELEBRATION
Congratulations to Adrian and Joan Cotton of ‘Elmbank’ for recently celebrating
a milestone Wedding Anniversary – their ‘Diamond’.

RAISING MONEY FOR BREAST CANCER CARE IN
LEVINGTON
This event held in the village is what ‘caring’ Levington is about and known for –
rather than thinking about ourselves we spend time and effort thinking of
others less fortunate and doing something that this community can show its
support.
Every summer the organisers of ‘Breast Cancer Care’ ask their supporters to get
baking and host a Strawberry Tea to raise money for people living with breast
cancer.
In Levington, Sandy Palmer and Hilary Weston took on the challenge and held a
village event in Hilary’s garden. And, wow, was it successful! Hilary and Sandy
sincerely thank everyone who helped, baked, supported, donated and provided
raffle prizes for the ‘Strawberry Tea’. The afternoon was a great success and
they hoped it was enjoyed by all who came along.
£820 was raised on the day and selling some raffle tickets beforehand.
However, after a car boot sale to sell the rest of the nearly new clothes
that were donated, the final amount raised was £850.00. The money raised
will help continue to support anyone affected by breast cancer.

PS: To Hilary and Sandy who at times doubted whether this event would take
off giving the weather, holidays, etc. your total raised will tell you how much you
have achieved for this charity. Well done to you both and all your helpers and
supporters.

‘HISTORIC LEVINGTON’ – 5th & 6th May
The weekend of 5th and 6th of May saw the ‘Historic Levington’ exhibition take
place in the village hall. This event, a joint enterprise by Derek Girling and
myself, celebrated the past of both Levington and Stratton Hall. Display boards
featuring aspects of village life were on show, together with bygones and many
albums of photographs.

Just about room for visitors amongst all the displays!
A friend of mine who lives in Sheffield wondered what was so special about our
village that merited all the research and planning carried out for this weekend.
I was rather taken aback by this question, but then I am biased! Levington may
not have crumbling castle ruins, royal connections or any other ‘big’ history, but
it does have a wealth of information about the people, buildings and events of its
past. This material allows us to see and understand the Levington of long ago how the inhabitants lived and worked, the changes to buildings and the
landscape, as well as sharing both the good and bad times that villagers faced.
Derek and I want to thank all the individuals and village organisations who helped
out with the ‘Historic Levington’ weekend. Their hard work, combined with the
good number of visitors to the exhibition, led to some £311 being raised for
village hall funds.
This village history and bygones exhibition was Derek’s swansong. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank him for the many interesting exhibitions he has
put on over the years. Those of us that cherish the history of our village, and
care about its future, put great store in such events.
[Louise Mann – Village Recorder]

BRIAN BROWN
It is with sadness and regret that we noted the death of Brian Brown in May.
Brian had lived in the village for a few years. He often attended Levington
Gardening Club. Since they moved in to their home Brian, with his wife Doreen,
had transformed their property into something beautiful to look at as you
passed by and he worked hard at constructing a useful hard standing for the
car. Our thoughts and sympathies are still with Doreen and I am sure she will
appreciate the caring community of friends and neighbours in Levington at this
particular time.

TRIXIE FISK
We heard on 7th June that Trixie had also passed away who recently had been
living at Kesgrave in sheltered accommodation. Trixie lived for a number of
years on Bridge Road and after her husband Roger died she moved for a while
into one of the Almshouses.
-------------------------------

SMALL INCREASE IN BUS FARES
Beestons Coaches who operate the Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday bus service
through Levington have advised that due to fuel price increases and the
reduction of subsidy received, a small fare increase has become necessary as
from 28th May for fare paying passengers. Of course, those with bus passes can
continue to travel free after 9.30am.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
Report of the Levington History Club meeting 23rd May
As we prepared to celebrate the Queen’s Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee, Clive
Paine, well-known historian came to Levington History Club to give a special talk
looking back at the preparations, celebrations and commemorations for Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee in 1897 especially the events around the Empire, Country and
our own locality. His carefully researching of old editions of ‘Punch’ and the
London papers uncovered some wonderful cartoons of around the time and
articles which gave more detail of how the Jubilee procession and celebrations
were organised and how well-known companies advertised special ‘Jubilee’ wares.
The date of the actual Jubilee was 22nd June 1897 but as this was a Sunday
there were church services throughout the country and it was considered a day
of thanksgiving. The major events took place the following day on Monday 21 st
June 1897 when many people travelled to London to take part in the celebrations
there. Towns and villages across the land also held their celebrations on the
Monday.
Clive Paine had unearthed from the old Ipswich Journal of 3 July 1897 an article
entitled ‘The Jubilee Celebrations at Nacton and Levington’. Here is an
interesting summary of our local celebration then!

‘The celebrations in honour of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee will be long and well
remembered by the residents in these parishes. A local Committee
recommended that a holiday and a day’s pay be given to all workers in the two
villages and employees on the Orwell Park Estate were, in addition, presented
with handsome Jubilee medals and clasps. It was also decided to give tea to all
children between 6 and 16 and to the old folks of 60 and over in the two
parishes and the entire cost of this latter entertainment was kindly undertaken
by Capt. and the Hon. Mrs. Pretyman. The grounds and gardens of Orwell Park
were thrown open for the occasion.
The company numbering upwards of 260 were on Wednesday entertained to a
substantial tea in a large marquee erected on the park and afterwards the
entire company sang the National Anthem and gave hearty cheers for the givers
of the feast. Lady DeSaumares, the lady of the Manor of Nacton has presented
a permanent memorial of the Jubilee to the parish by conveyance to the Council
of a piece of land abut an acre in extent to be used as a recreation ground by
the children and residents.

A plentiful supply of seats has been given by her ladyship and three entrances
provided. Lady DeSaurmares drove over from Shrubland Park with her children
and formally handed over the key of the enclosure to the Chairman of the
Parish Council and expressed the hope that the field would be a source of
pleasure to the residents.
Mr. Hancox, in reply having assured her ladyship of the appreciation of the gift
by the villagers, the gate was unlocked, and the entire party proceeded to the
enclosure which had been happily named the “Victoria Field”. Her ladyship also
made her visit the occasion for the presentation of Jubilee commemorations to
the officers of the school and some of the scholars and each of the school
children received a handsome medal and brooch from her ladyship and a Jubilee
mug from the Hon. Mrs. Pretyman.
After this formal opening various sports were conducted on the lawn at Orwell
Park and were productive of much merriment. The prizes were presented by
Mrs. Watson. The Woodbridge Town Band was also present and dancing on the
lawn was freely indulged in. The entertainment concluded with a grand display of
fireworks from Brock & Co. which were successfully manipulated by Mr. Hancox.
Note: you were obviously considered OLD if you had reached 60 years of age in
those days! Villagers knew how to enjoy themselves and Victoria Field is still in
existence to this day near Nacton War Memorial. I believe it is still kept locked!

[Pat Pryke for the Local History Club]
----------------------------------------------

POLICE and CRIME COMMISSIONERS:
On 15th November all residents of Suffolk will be given an opportunity to vote
to elect a new Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), who will be responsible for
working with the police in the place of the present Police Authority. He/she will
have a 4 year term of office. He/she will take up his/her duties on 22 nd
November 2012 and will be responsible for:
i. Holding the Chief Constable to account
ii. Appointing a new Chief Constable, when the post becomes vacant
iii. Liaising with the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise
Sectors (VCSE)
iv. Publishing a 5 year Police and Crime Plan, setting out policing
priorities
v. Supporting Victim Support Services
vi. Police finances, including setting the local precept.
He/she will have a small administrative team including a Chief Executive and a
Chief Finance Officer. A Police and Crime Panel (PCP) of 12 people will
scrutinise the work of the PCC.

MAJOR MAINS SEWER CONSTRUCTION affecting the
whole of NACTON
For information. The Draft Construction Programme has been released by Anglian Water
and details are on the Nacton village website. The construction phase of the scheme
starts 28th August and runs through to 19th April 2013. Actual work starts at the North
end of The Street on 2 nd October 2012 and runs through to 5 th February 2013. The
Levington Road work takes place between 7 th February 2013 and 26th March 2013.
Various road closures will be in place during this construction work and diversions will be
in place. Despite contacting Anglian Water, the County Council’s public transport team
and the bus companies, our Levington Parish Transport Representative has still not
received any reassurances about access for village buses. There is to be a ‘public’
meeting in Nacton Village Hall on the afternoon and evening of 1 st August at which she
hopes to raise this issue again.

--------------------------------------

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB OUTING TO PETER
BEALES ROSES AT ATTLEBOROUGH on 27th June

On one of the few dry days this summer 29 members of the Gardening Club set off by

coach for Attleborough in Norfolk. On arrival, everyone headed for the Coffee
Shop and then we were given a tour of the wonderful Rose Gardens by Ian, the
Nursery manager who had been working with Peter Beales for 30 years. He
described the different species, perfumes and the best situation in the garden
for each type. We were even treated to a fly past in ‘V’ formation by the
Tornado jets from the air base nearby, completely drowning the speaker's voice.
In the centre of the rose garden was a viewing platform and most people
climbed up to view the gardens from a different perspective. We were then
given a demonstration of rose propagation by budding and a few members tried
to do this very difficult task. Peter Beales Roses have half a million roses in
their fields at any one time, most of them having been propagated by this
method onto a suitable rootstock. We had a very enjoyable lunch in a marquee in
the rose garden and then most people headed for the sales area to buy their
choice rose. We all had a lovely relaxing day.
[Contributed by Caroline Young]

LEVINGTON FLOWER SHOW

The report and photographs of the Levington Flower
Show on 21st July will appear in the September
edition of the newsletter. Blessed with good weather,
it was a very successful Show with an excellent
attendance.

LEVINGTON CANNON
Our lovely Levington Cannon on the Green at the Village Hall junction would not
always look like it does without someone regularly giving it some attention. That
someone, again recently, ensured the Cannon was looking all spick and span
around the time of the ‘Diamond Jubilee’ week. He likes to do it quietly, without
fuss, so we won’t name names – only many of us know who it is don’t we! But we
would just like to say again to him publicly through this newsletter – thank you
so much for your community spirit in helping keep this lovely village looking so
nice. Your time and efforts, as always, are much appreciated.
------------------------

Yes – there must be a sun shining somewhere and the chance to get
our sunglasses out of their cases says your Editor who has just spent three
weeks in soggy, misty Cornwall and come back more looking rusty than suntanned! So Pat and the parish council team sincerely hope you will find some
sunshine and warm weather over the school holiday period.
We’ll be back in September with the next edition of the Levington and Stratton
Hall Parish Council newsletter. Happy holidays!

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on
WEDNESDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2012
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
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David Long (Chairman) 659342
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John Bailey 655023
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Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
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