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Dear Villagers and Subscribers – Hello and Welcome to the March 2012
edition of the Parish Council newsletter. We always try to welcome any
new residents to the Parish and recently were able to welcome a new
resident who has moved into Walnut Tree Cottages. She has received a
Parish Council ‘Welcome Pack’ and we hope she will enjoy her stay in our
lovely village and take part in village life.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)

Well did you enjoy the dump of snow back in early
February! For those who are just big kids when the light fluffy
stuff starts falling from the sky they got their sledges out or put
on their walking boots, wrapped up warmly and headed for the local
slopes and footpaths and river/creek. But the fair weather hikers
somehow managed to find plenty of urgent ‘indoor’ chores – knitting,
reading, watching TV etc. and so ‘reluctantly’ (and perhaps more
sensibly) stayed indoors nice and warm and cosy letting others
venture out. Do you know there was even one local couple who ‘paid’
to find some snow to go skiing – they could have saved some money
by staying at home!
The warmer, spring-like weather encourages us all to get out and
about and signals also the start of our ‘clear ups’ around the parish.
You’ll note in this newsletter dates and times for upcoming Parish
Litter Pick, Foreshore Clear up and St. Peter’s Churchyard spring
clear up. Do come along and help if you can.
Want to know what’s going on? As usual, look no further than your
village parish council newsletter which aims to keep you up-to-date
with information, events and happenings in the parish. The Annual
Parishes meeting is on 18th April. I hope to see as many residents
there as possible.

[David Long – Parish Chairman]

SNOW HEROES!

Snow heroes? Well, they would probably say they certainly
wouldn’t recognise themselves as such but when the snow
arrived in the village during the weekend of 4/5 th February
there were those who were out and about with their snow
shovels and salt. They cleared some of our village footpaths
and entrances to garages, the whole of the Village Hall junction
and the paths at the Almshouses.
Residents have been getting in touch with parish councillors to
say could we express their gratitude and publicly thank the
snow clearers in this edition of the Parish Council newsletter.
If it isn’t enough to clear our own properties these were folk
who went out of their way to help others. We won’t name
names as we are sure to leave someone out but they know who
they were and we pay tribute to them and thank them for their
efforts on behalf of the village.

Levington and its community spirit – the BIG SOCIETY has
been working here for many years!

NEW SCRUB HABITAT ALONG THE ORWELL
ESTUARY NEAR SUFFOLK YACHT HARBOUR/MARINA
On Saturday 28th January at least 30 people went along to help
Suffolk Wildlife Trust staff help plant up a new area of habitat
between Levington Marina and Levington Lagoon. Among them few
Levingtonians but several volunteers from Trimley and some from as
far away as Bury St. Edmunds. SWT have been managing the Lagoon
for the Suffolk Yacht Harbour for over 20 years and more recently
have been advising them on improving other areas around the Marina
for wildlife. Suffolk Yacht Harbour gave the use of their meeting
room for refreshments etc. for free and also supplied 1,200 scrub
plants amongst which were hawthorn, guilder rose, blackthorn and
spindle. No trees were planted. The variety of plants was to create
important scrub areas for a variety of wildlife. The weather was
good on the day and everyone, young and old, worked hard and
enjoyed a chat with the opportunity to have a break when Jo and
Len Wenham served some excellent refreshments. There is a short
film of the planting event on Felixstowe TV www.felixstowetv.co.uk
---------------------ANNUAL PARISHES MEETING
7.30pm WEDNESDAY 18th APRIL in the Village Hall
All Parish and Town Councils throughout England are required by law
to hold an annual parish meeting. This is not a Parish Council meeting
but a meeting of electors. The purpose is for anyone to come and
discuss parish affairs and is an opportunity for the Parish Council
and village organisations to explain their activities over the past
year. Further reports will be received from our Village Recorder,
County and District Councillors and local Police officer. Do come
along if you can.

For those of you who think there is very little litter around these
days and so there is no need to come, it is only like that because of
the continuing efforts of villagers and those who take part in Litter
Pick days. We can’t let up the pressure on litter. So if you can help
at either, or even both, of the litter picks below it would be really
good to see you. It’s a great way to get some fresh air, make
friends and help your local environment.

PARISH LITTER PICK
Hope to see lots and lots of lovely volunteers on

SATURDAY 24th MARCH
Starting at 9.30am outside the Village Hall
Equipment provided and you work in twos or groups

MAKE YOUR PARISH LITTER FREE!

AND

Volunteers needed for
A CLEAR UP OF THE RIVER FORESHORE
Starting 10.00am at the Creek car park

SATURDAY 21st APRIL
Again, all the equipment needed such as gloves,
grabbers and bags etc. will be provided.

GUESSING THE MYSTERY WOODEN OBJECT

How did you get on with the January mystery object? Well
perhaps the ladies might have been better at guessing this one
as it was a wooden pestle which is used for crushing or grinding
spices, seeds etc. This was a heavy object made of lignum
vitae. [Latin for ‘wood of life’]. Lignum vitae is hard and
durable. Due to its density, cricket bails, particularly "heavy
bails" used in windy conditions, are sometimes made of lignum
vitae. It is also sometimes used to make croquet mallets and
skittles balls. The wood also has seen widespread historical
usage in mortars and pestles. It was the traditional wood used
for British police truncheon until recently, due to its density
and strength. By the way Barrie Hawtin doesn’t use it for its
culinary purposes but as a wood carving tool!! AND BELOW IS
YOUR NEXT POSER!! What do you make of this lovely wooden
object – you’ll probably guess it’s not a ‘bowl’ due to a hole
through the middle! So what could it be used for? Answer in
the May edition of the newsletter.

YOUR LOCAL POLICE RESPONSE TEAM READY TO
MAKE ITSELF AT HOME – WELL RETURN HOME REALLY –
THEY ARE BACK AT FELIXSTOWE POLICE STATION!
The Parish Council was pleased to learn that Suffolk Constabulary
management has now decided that Felixstowe police station should
revert back to being a ‘response hub’. One major benefit we see is
that officers will be able to start and end their shifts in Felixstowe
instead of spending time going to and from Woodbridge. In
September 2009 the Parish Council was advised that Suffolk
Constabulary were ‘rationalising the number of response briefing
stations within the County’. At that point in time police response
staff were currently briefed at the start of their duty at 23
different police stations. The aim was that future briefing would
take place at nine stations only. For the Felixstowe response
officers this meant they would have to begin and end their shift at
a briefing base in Woodbridge. At a Safer Neighbourhood Team
meeting in Levington we raised concerns about the move towards
Police Hubs. A day later on 29 th September 2009 parish councillors
attended a large, well attended public meeting organised by the
Police at a Felixstowe school. The Chairman of the Police Authority,
the Chief Constable, senior police officers and SNT officers hosted
that meeting where police targets, strategy and re-organisation was
discussed and announced. The key message then was on changes to
the 999 response team arrangements with fewer ‘briefing centres’.
Woodbridge police station rather than Felixstowe was deemed then
to be our ‘local’ centre. At that time the Chief Constable attempted
to reassure the gathering that the changes were coming about
after careful modelling based on previous recorded activity. Those
in the audience found it difficult to challenge at the time or to be
reassured as there was no detail provided. We are not aware what
has prompted the more recent changes but the response team back
in Felixstowe sounds good news!

LEVINGTON’S PLAQUES AND AWARDS
With the kind permission of the Village Hall Trustees the Parish Council
has been able to site Levington’s winning Village of the Year plaques,
trophies and framed certificates and Anglia in Bloom certificate/trophy
either outside on the Village Hall frontage or on a designated wall area
inside the Hall making quite an impressive array!
-----------------

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
The History Club evening on Thursday 8 th March was a resounding
success! A full capacity village hall with over 60 people attending; a great
speaker in David Cleveland who had chosen a wonderful selection of film
clips from the amazing East Anglian Film Archive. Thank you to the many
people who helped out on the night where required. The History Club
programme is now completed for the rest of this year and for 2013 and
an exciting and interesting range of talks, outings and days out are
organised. So don’t miss out. Come to the 26 th April AGM and join the
Club for just a yearly £5.00 subscription. This entitles you to just £1.00
entrance to all Club evenings for a whole year.
----------------------FIRE SERVICE RESPONSE
The Parish Council had queried with the First Service the response time
of the fire engine and crew that attended the lorry fire on Bridge Road
on 19th December. Residents deemed it had taken half an hour to respond.
In his reply, the Fire Officer said the call was received at 02.21hrs and
the crews mobilised to the incident from Felixstowe at 02.29hrs. They
arrived at 02.38hrs. The 8-minute period of time from receipt of call to
the fire engine leaving the station was due to the need to handle the call,
alert the part-time fire fighters to respond to the station from their
homes and book mobile to the incident. It was then a 9 minute drive to
Levington. He did say he appreciated that when you are waiting for
assistance 17 minutes can seem like a life time!

VILLAGE HALL MONDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR

Somebody
had a big
birthday!

We just want to say a big thank you to Jane and Helen for continuing the
Monday morning coffee hour during the winter months whilst Jo, Len and
Mags had a well earned break. It’s been much appreciated and enabled
many villagers, young and old, to continue to meet over a cup of coffee. Jo
Wenham and helpers will be taking over again soon for the summer
months. In the meantime, Jo recently celebrated a ‘BIG’ birthday on
Monday 27th February and was persuaded to blow out a birthday candle on
an iced fairy cake at coffee hour!
---------------------

SPRING HAS SPRUNG and Levington blooms again
Ah, the first signs of another season are upon us as the snow drifts of
winter become a distant memory. Surprising how a little sunshine and a
dash of colour can lift the spirits giving a certain renewed optimism for
the future. Working in the wind and rain one morning, saw our stalwart
bulb planter, Bob Hardwick, infilling the spaces on the Red House Walk
grass verges with new bulbs after their disturbance by the new gas main
work last year.

OPERATION STACK BRIEFING MEETING
On Wednesday 7th March, Parish councillors and Parish Clerk
convened a meeting in the Village Hall with all the relevant Agencies
involved in the planning and organisation of Operation Stack. There
were representatives from the Police, the Port of Felixstowe, the
County Council Highways Department, and Atkins (who are
contracted by SCC to deal with signage etc.) Our County Councillor,
Patricia O’Brien also attended. Working through a PowerPoint
presentation that had been prepared by Cllr. David Pryke all the
many facets of Stack were discussed including what goes well and
what does not go so well and could be improved upon. All noted
there have been very few occasions in the past year when Stack has
been implemented due to more holding space at the Port of
Felixstowe and a much improved alert and booking in system for
HGVs. The major road fixed signs were also having an effect since
Operation Stack notices can be picked up many miles away from
Suffolk. Atkins representatives promised to review the collection
of signage in the parish but advised that some ‘A’ frame signs left
on the Old A45 are designated ‘permanent’ signage and when not in
use contractors are instructed to ‘lay them down’ and leave in situ.
---------------DOUBLE DECKER BUS CAFÉ in the Old A45 layby
You may have well noticed that on 13 th February a Big Yellow Double
Decker Bus with large spots has arrived in the railway bridge lay on
the Old A45 and has remained there. It's a roadside cafe. It is
very noticeable and doesn't really blend with the local environment
so you can hardly miss it! The Parish Council had been made aware
that this might arrive and had taken up the matter with the local
Police. Unfortunately, there is nothing the Police can do other than
keep an eye on things. The bus café owner only needs a licence if he
wishes to operate during the hours of the night. But in the
meantime makeshift boards are springing up on local fences
advertising the café!

LEVINGTON FLOWER SHOW - Saturday 21st July

As in previous years we try to give you some advance notice and
this year is no exception. The Flower Show committee has
chosen the following photographic classes for this year’s Show.
(1) ‘A Bird’
(2) ‘A Country Pub’
(3) ‘A Boating Scene’
A ‘Bird’ could be tame or wild. We know this village has a lovely
‘Country Pub’ but there are many others so have a look around
when you are out and about. You don’t have to go far to see a
‘Boating Scene’ in Levington but do look for other opportunities
when you are having a day out or on holiday. So … happy
snapping! The Flower Show committee hope to see lots of lovely
interesting images entered in this year’s Flower Show for the
judge to judge and visitors to see on the afternoon of the
Show.
The Flower Show Schedule, as in past years, will be popping
through our letterboxes nearer the time.

SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS
Restructuring of both Suffolk Coastal District Council and Waveney
District Council Planning departments. were agreed by their joint
Cabinets on 11th January. This means that Development Control,
Enforcement & Building Control will be combined into one team; 3 Area
teams will cover that work across both districts. There will be a joint
Planning Policy team. When the change programme is complete it should
save approx. £455,000 for Suffolk Coastal District Council and improve
the service. At Full Council Thursday 26 th January councillors were
deciding whether to request a review of the ward boundaries for Suffolk
Coastal, with a view to reducing the number of councillors for Suffolk
Coastal District Council. There were 55 councillors.
--------------------------

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP NACTON PRIMARY
SCHOOL AGAIN THIS YEAR?
VOUCHERS Don't forget that the school accepts vouchers that will
benefit the school e.g. Sainsburys, Tesco, Morrisons and Flora. They also
collect used computer ink cartridges and old mobile phones which can be
recycled and earn the school some extra money. Just hand them in at the
school office or to Ian Angus, Walnut Tree Cottage, Church Lane (next to
St. Peter’s Church).
INTERNET SHOPPING If you shop on line why not use the search
engines
www.easysearch.org;
www.givingmachine.co.uk;
www.schoolfunds.co.uk; www.easyfundraising.org.uk. They are members of
the institute of fund raising. If you shop on line then just add their link
before doing your usual on line shopping. Just an extra click whilst
shopping with your usual retailers will earn the school some extra money
at no extra cost to you. Just look for our entry on their sites. If you shop
at the Co-op don't forget to quote the School’s Charity Dividend Number
223344. Membership applications forms are available in store or from the
school office if you would like to register.

LEVINGTON WI COACH TRIP TO ELY
AND THE WELNEY WETLANDS TRUST

The group being given an introductory Quaker Tapestries Exhibition talk in Ely
Cathedral

On Saturday 4th February WI members, partners and friends went on a
day’s coach outing. They first visited the renowned Quaker tapestries
exhibition in Ely Cathedral. Well most did but two die-hards decided they
had the energy to walk up 200 steep steps and it would be much more
exciting to take the guided climb up into the Cathedral’s unique timberframed Octagon and out onto the roof with all their camera gear! Once
at the top there were wonderful views of the Cathedral, the town and the
countryside. After a spot of lunch it was back onto the coach and the
short distance to the Welney Wetland Centre. A warm café with hot
drinks and lovely cakes beckoned but all were there to witness one of the
most spectacular sights in the UK as wintering wild swans and wildfowl
are fed by one of the Centre’s wardens at 3.30pm. Yes, it was a freezing
cold day but all survived the elements and at least the snow did not arrive
until everyone was safely home in the warm that evening! Thanks to Diane
Willsteed for organising the trip assisted by the WI Treasurer, Marian
Rose.

Following the success of last year’s Handel’s
(Part 1) Messiah concert come and listen to a

‘A CONCERT FOR PASSIONTIDE’
in St. Peter’s Church, Levington

at 7.00pm - SUNDAY 25th MARCH
To include a substantial extract from Part II of
Handel’s Messiah with
Jennie Cassidy (Alto)
Edward Leach (Tenor)
with choir, soloists and orchestra
conducted by Peter Bumstead
(Organist at St. Peter’s Levington)
No tickets in advance. Retiring collection on the
night.

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up ….
Sunday 18th March (MOTHERING SUNDAY)
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (led by Edna Collins) with distribution of
Mothering Sunday posies
Sunday 25th March
7.00pm in St. Peter’s Church, Levington
‘PASSIONTIDE MEDITATION’ CONCERT to include most of Part II of
Handel’s Messiah
Sunday 1st April (PALM SUNDAY)
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION (Distribution of palm crosses)
Sunday 8th April (EASTER DAY)
11.15am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION
Saturday 14th April
From 9.30am CHURCHYARD CLEAR UP MORNING (St. Peter’s)
Sunday 15th April
11.00am MORNING PRAYER led by Stephen Harvey
Sunday 22nd April
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP led by Janet Stalker
Sunday 29th April
No service at Levington but Benefice Service at Kirton at 10.15am
Sunday 6th May
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION

PARISH NOTICES – coming up ……
EVERY MONDAY MORNING
10.00am to 11.00am COFFEE HOUR in the Village Hall
Wednesday 21st March
7.30pm GARDENING CLUB ‘Companion Planting’ with Karen Kenny
(Village Hall)
Saturday 24th March
9.30am PARISH LITTER PICK (meet outside Village Hall)
Thursday 29th March
7.30am FRIENDS OF ST. PETER’S AGM in the Village Hall
Tuesday 10th April
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (booked places only - Jo Wenham (659509)
Wednesday 11th April
7.30pm LEVINGTON WI (speaker from the Animal Health Trust)
(Village Hall)
Wednesday 18th April
7.30pm ANNUAL PARISHES MEETING (Village Hall)
Saturday 21st April
10.00am RIVER FORESHORE LITTER PICK (meet Creek car park)
Thursday 26th April
7.30pm LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB AGM (Village Hall)
Wednesday 2nd May
7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (Village Hall)
Saturday/Sunday 5th/6th May ‘HISTORIC LEVINGTON’ (Village Hall)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 13th MARCH 2012
The Chairman welcomed the District Councillor and four residents who
observed the business of the Council.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien). Mrs. O’Brien was unable to
attend due to other commitments but had sent her report in advance. It
gave a summary of the proposals to create £26.2 million savings in
2012/13. Suffolk County Council was freezing council tax for the second
consecutive year and savings were focused on reducing management costs,
cutting bureaucracy and protecting frontline services as well as lowering
the bar on senior public sector pay.
A new office building, Landmark House alongside the A14, will be shared
by the County Council and the Police with staff moving in this July. The
project is set to save the County Council and the Police a total of
£500,000 a year. Three County Councils (Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex)
have signed an agreement to work together and create long-term
opportunities for local businesses to trade and operate internationally, in
particular with China. The County Council will make it easier for people to
arrange street parties in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in
June. The application process for road closures has been simplified.
Mrs. O’Brien had copied in parish councillors on her ‘Response’ to the
soundness of the Core Strategy and Development Plan’ document.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer).
Mrs. Falconer reported the District Council had agreed to freeze Council
Tax for the second successive year but warned of the severe financial
pressures being faced. Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Councils had
now brought together the expertise of Development Control, Planning
Enforcement and Building Control teams who number a team of 50 staff.
A ‘Review of the Number of Councillors’ is to take place which may reduce
the number of District Councillors by a third in May 2015. Mrs. Falconer
had attended a meeting held at Kirton where representatives from the
Port of Felixstowe and Bidwells (representing Trinity College) gave an
overview on a proposal to create an area of container storage and
warehousing on Innocence Farm abutting the A14 near Morston
Hall/Trimley. [Parish councillors have been aware of this for some time
and will seek to be included in any Kirton/Trimley action group ].
Police Report There had been no reported crimes in Levington for the
period 18th January-10th March 2012.

Finance

Village Hall
Noticeboard

Street lighting
at night

Parish councillors reviewed the finances and bank balances
as at 29/2/2012. This showed the forecast for the year
was within budget expectations still. Noted under ‘Income
Anticipated’ that £2,900 precept being the first instalment from the District Council was due end of April.
The Clerk’s salary and expenses were approved. It was
agreed that donations could now be paid to the Village
Hall (£350); St. Peter’s Church (£150); and to Nacton
Primary School (£650) being £250 for the current year
plus £400 committed from 2009/10 and 2010/11. This to
be put towards ‘Classroom Monitor’ a computer programme
Quotes had been obtained for work on the parish
noticeboard outside the Village Hall. This is to do a
complete refurbishment to include enclosed glassed in side
wings and to make it watertight. This should ensure
posters are kept dry and tidy and drawing pin hazards on
path or in the road eliminated. A quote of £570 has been
accepted. £500 towards the project will be kindly
donated from our County Councillor’s Locality Budget with grateful thanks to Patricia O’Brien. The remaining
£70 will come from parish funds. The work should start
shortly.
The Parish Council has been aware of the County
Council’s initiative to reduce the hours when street lights
are on. The Parish Clerk sought advice as to whether the
two street lights in Levington were affected i.e. one
outside the Village Hall and one in Red House Walk.
The advice received in reply was that the lights are
owned by Suffolk Coastal District Council who are not
presently part of the scheme to change lighting times.
Thus Levington is not affected.

Planning
Applications
Correspondence

Street
Signage
Reports from
Councillors

No planning applications received in the last two months.
At least 81 items of correspondence had been received
since the last Parish Council meeting. These covered such
diverse subjects as County and District Council
Information; Rights of way/footpaths; Better
Broadband, Operation Stack and winter maintenance,
resident’s letters, Flood Risk Management and offshore
Wind Farm cabling route and information.
Cllr. Bailey will ‘lead’ on new street signage for Stratton
Hall Drift and recommend preferred sitings.
Cllr. David Pryke reported there is a Village Hall
Committee meeting on 22nd March.
Cllr. Angus, as an Almshouses Trustee remarked that the
newly raked and grass seeded verge abutting the new
Parking Bay was being damaged with vehicles being driven
over it or parked on it.
Cllr. Angus, as a School Governor, also reported on
Nacton Primary School. The Head, Elizabeth Ditton, is
retiring at the end of the summer term. Two teachers
were currently on sick leave (one long term) and supply
teachers were being employed. He also expressed
concern re. new funding arrangement changes that could
affect rural small schools in particular. New funding was
needed so that swimming lessons could continue for
Years 3 and 4 pupils.
Cllr. Pat Pryke reported on parish transport.
Cllrs Pryke reported on the recent Port of Felixstowe
Local Authority Liaison committee they had attended.
Cllr. Nick Hopkins had reported in advance on footpaths
and footpath proposed maintenance.

VILLAGE FORUM
Regarding the proposed renovation of the village noticeboard, Mr. Hawtin
said he had the original plans if these were of any help to the Parish
Council.
Mr. Hawtin also said that brambles needed to be cut back in Pilots Way.
[The Parish Chairman advised that the Parish Council were aware of this
and one volunteer had already offered to help him with the maintenance
and another parish councillor also came forward to assist at the Parish
Council meeting].
----------------------

DIAMOND JUBILEE EVENT IN THE PARISH
A small band of residents have come together to organise a Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee village celebration. We would like to thank them for
being so community-minded and generously giving up their time to do so.
The group met recently to start organising and the event is likely to be a
‘Big Lunch’ on Church Field (weather permitting or if wet in a local farm
barn) on Sunday 3rd June. It will be a ticketed event for all the family
with barbecue, entertainment and games. A ‘fun afternoon’ then for all
age groups. Parish councillor John Bailey will be liaising between the group
and the Parish Council. Members of the group will shortly be advising on
the plans and in particular will want to gauge the interest of residents.
----------------DID YOU KNOW …….
The Seven Hills mounds beside the Ipswich-Felixstowe road/Seven Hills
roundabout traditionally cover those slain in a battle between the Danes
and the Saxons. They are said to be the graves of the East Anglians
under their lord, the Earl Ulfcytel, who were massacred by the Danish
forces after a bloody fight in the early 11th century. [Source: White's
'History, Gazetteer & Directory of Suffolk' (1885), p.507.]

MESSAGE FROM THE RALPH FAMILY
Doreen and all the family would like to express their sincere thanks to
everyone who sent cards, messages, and flowers and had us in your
thoughts and prayers at the time of Max’s sudden passing on December
3rd 2011.The concern shown to us all, and the offers of help were greatly
appreciated.
To all those who attended the Celebration/Thanksgiving Service on Dec.
15th, thank you. What a wonderful send off it was. With the expected
large attendance, Rev. Grant had kindly offered the use of Nacton
Church as it was much larger than the one at Levington, but after
consideration, he agreed with me that perhaps it should be Levington St.
Peter’s as after all Max was born and bred in the village, so to those
unable to get inside, we apologise, and hope you weren’t too cold. Thanks
must go to Rev. Geoffrey Grant for conducting the Service, Peter
(Organist); Pat and Sandi for the lovely flower arrangements. To Jane.
Andrew and Helen, for attending to the welcome refreshments and
warming mulled wine in the Village Hall afterwards. I would like to say a
personal thank you to my Grandson Michael for the beautiful way in which
he did the Order of Service leaflets. (Grandad would have been proud)!
The final total of donations to the two chosen charities amounted to
£1,013.15p: East Anglian Air Ambulance - £644.15p and The Special Care
Baby Unit (Ipswich Hospital) - £369. This was £100 more than the figure
published in the EADT owing to the receipt of a further donation from
one of Max’s cousins who has only recently arrived back in this country
from a visit abroad. Thank you to each and everyone who contributed.
Many who donated through the retiring collection I cannot thank
personally, or the Anon. donor, but to those known to me I am writing
personally. This was a great tribute to Max and just shows the high
esteem in which he was held. He loved Levington and was as you know
involved in many organisations and activities over many years.
Over the past weeks friends in the village have shown us such care and
concern when we needed it, and that is something we all appreciate very
much and will never forget. Again thank you all - Doreen and family.

EAST ANGLIAN OFFSHORE WIND FARM
As reported in the January newsletter, the Parish Council has kept a
watchful eye on the progress of the offshore wind farm project (off the
East Coast/Felixstowe) with interest in where the cable route might go
from the offshore windfarm to Bramford and with the hope that the
cable corridor would not come anywhere near Levington and cause
disruption in our local area whilst the huge engineering work took place!
EAOW have now published their preferred onshore cable route and we
are pleased to note they have chosen ‘the northern route’ rather than
‘the southern route’ that might have affected our local area.
The cable is planned to make landfall at Bawdsey. It would then run
through agricultural land parallel to the River Deben before crossing the
river and passing north east of Kirton. It would then pass east of
Newbourne and west of Waldringfield. The corridor would then pass east
of Martlesham before crossing Martlesham Creek and the railway line
south Woodbridge. Then onwards to pass north of Ipswich, crossing the
A14 at Claydon and onwards to Bramford.
To ensure everyone is given plenty of time to respond EAOW has
extended the consultation period from 28 days to 42 days (10 th February
to 30th March).
All the documents and maps of the planned cable route can now be viewed
on the East Anglian Offshore Wind website
www.eastangliawind.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Warning of counterfeit bank notes Police have been warning shop
workers and businesses in particular to be on the alert after a number of
recent incidents where counterfeit notes were handed over in payment
for goods. Incidents have been reported in Snape, Walberswick, Eyke and
as nearby as Woodbridge. People should be careful and to check all £20
notes for watermarks etc. The forged notes are said to be on paper that
‘feels different’ to standard notes in weight and texture. Officers are
working to trace those involved and are asking anyone with information
about the incidents to call police on 101 or Crimestoppers, anonymously if
required, on 0800 555 111.
Metal and Cable Thefts As everyone is no doubt aware, metal theft is
an increasing problem which affects many people, businesses and
buildings. Theft of cables is a particular problem as well as lead from
churches and heritage buildings and we all need to be on the lookout for
anything suspicious. The Neighbourhood and Home Watch (NHWN) have
produced (in association with BT) a newsletter to highlight this problem
and what you can help to do about it. To access the full report visit:
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk/uploads/pub_res/Metal_theft_newsletter_(
long_version).pdf
Or, if you wish to speak with an Officer about an incident – telephone 101.
Keep your property safe – mark your property – UV (ultraviolet) pens
only cost £1. There are other security marking kits available –
Smartwater, Slecta DNA and Crimestoppers Property Protector – which
allow you to forensically mark your property. If any of your possessions
are lost/stolen and the item is later recovered, it makes it easier to
return it to the rightful owner.
Reminder - For all emergencies call 999. If you wish to speak to a local
SNT officer or the police about a non-urgent matter call 101.

NACTON & BUCKLESHAM UNDER 5'S AND THE
TODDLER GROUP
Nacton and Bucklesham Under 5s
We are looking for cover staff who will be available at short notice to
cover for sickness and training days of the regular staff. We require the
person to have a relevant Level 3 qualification. If you are interested or
know of anyone who could help please can you let Clare Ringland (07803
182833) or Meryl Taverner/Sue Winder (07845 008081) know. Thank
you.
Little Buttons Toddler Group
There is a parent and toddler group held at Nacton Village Hall every
Tuesday afternoon. It runs from 1.30-3pm and is suitable for ages 0 – 5
years old. It is a great opportunity to meet other parents, allow the
toddlers to play with others in a safe and happy environment with a
variety of toys and activities. Refreshments available. Cost £1.50.
Please feel free to turn up, no need to book .
------------------------------------

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
The January meeting in the Village Hall was well attended and Chris
Reeve gave an excellent illustrated talk on ‘A Gardener’s Year at
Helmingham Hall’ in Suffolk. This wonderful moated house with its deer
park also has beautiful gardens. Taking us through the months of the year
Chris explained the work needed to be done during the seasons. With
masses of roses, exquisite herbaceous borders, knot garden, a walled
garden, beds of vegetables interspersed with sweet peas, runner beans
and gourds Chris and the gardeners and volunteers have their work cut
out to keep everything in wonderful order and ready to open the gardens
to the public between March and September.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES in St.
Peter’s Church, Levington
PALM SUNDAY 1ST April:
Distribution of Palm Crosses at
10.00 a.m. Family Holy Communion Service
EASTER SUNDAY 8th April:
11.15am Family Holy Communion led by the Rev. Canon Geoffrey
Grant

CHURCHYARD CLEAR UP MORNING at
ST. PETER’S CHURCH, LEVINGTON

SATURDAY 14th APRIL

If you can spare some time on Saturday
morning 14th April please come and help us tidy
up the churchyard after the winter months.
Starting at 9.30am we aim to down tools at 12
noon with a coffee break mid-morning. Please
bring garden tools with you if you can, e.g. a
rake, shears, and secateurs.
Barrie Hawtin Tel: 01473 659946
Friends of St Peter’s

FRIENDS OF ST. PETER’S 2012 AGM
The Friends of St. Peter’s will be holding their AGM at 7.30pm on
Thursday 29th March in the Village Hall. The AGM business will be
followed by a talk by Mark Mitchels on ‘Admiral Lord Nelson’ still
acknowledged to be the greatest maritime hero of this island nation.
There will be a finger buffet and drinks to end the evening.

LEVINGTON WI
It’s been great to welcome several visitors to our recent meetings many
of whom are now new members of this thriving village WI. We hope many
more will come and see what we do. The January Party night is always an
enjoyable evening with food, games and good company. This year it was no
different! Everyone went home with a raffle prize and some lucky winners
of the table games and pass the parcel with even more goodies!
Unfortunately, due to the snowy conditions the February meeting was
cancelled. At a recent ten-pin bowling competition organised by Suffolk
East Federation WIs at Martlesham our own sporting superwoman, Marian
Rose, (well she has already previously won the Golf Tournament) was WI
Champion having come top in that event. Well done Marian.
-----------------------------

REQUEST FOR COLLECTOR IN LEVINGTON
FOR THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS
The local RSPCA is looking for a Levington volunteer to collect in the
parish for this charity. Collections are made annually April to September.
All volunteers have 12 weeks, of their choice, to make a collection. If you
are willing to help please phone Patricia Monk, House to House Collections
Organiser, on 01394 284605 for full information. With few grants
available nowadays, local fundraising through house to house collections
greatly assist the Martlesham Animal Centre and the Ipswich Clinic.

CREEK WALL LOCAL FOOTPATH
The parish council has been concerned about the state of the creek river
wall footpath from the right hand side of the head of the Creek to where
it meets the steps at the end of the Boardwalk footpath. This section of
footpath is not in a good state of repair, the surface being particularly
muddy in winter and can be quite treacherous for walkers. It needs some
surface improvement works. The County Council is aware of the state of
the path having a history of requests for path improvements including
from the parish council.
Cllr. Nick Hopkins, as Coasts & Heath/Footpath Warden has been
following this up with Martin Williams, the Suffolk County Council Rights
of Way Officer (East Area) and in early February arranged a meeting so
that parish councillors and Martin could discuss and assess the situation.
Remedial work will be subject to SCC having the funding available in the
next financial year and this may also affect the length of the path
improved. The maximum length of improvement would be about 800
metres and footpath hoggin as a surface material with possibly retained
edging boards is thought to be the most suitable repair material. Parish
Councillors are adamant they want any remedial work to look ‘natural’
rather than an urban pathway but expect any renovated surfacing to look
a bit ‘new’ for a while until it weathers and the grass beside the path
recovers.
Any remedial work will require permissions from the
appropriate bodies, i.e. Environment Agency, Natural England etc. The
estimated cost is £16,000 and if funding was obtainable the work would
take place in August-September as this is anticipated to be the
appropriate time period required by Natural England. The months of overwintering duck and geese and nesting birds would need to be avoided.
At the same meeting, the state of the public footpath through Nacton
Meadow was discussed and will be followed up.

NEW ROADWORKS ALERTS SERVICE
A new service to give local parish communities advance warning of 1.7
million local road works was launched on 16 th February. ROADWORKS
ALERTS is free to users and provides details of local road works direct
to mobile phones or as automated feeds to websites. It is a new service
from the ELGIN roadworks.org website - the most comprehensive
roadworks portal in the UK. It publishes up-to-the-minute information
about local roadworks on a live map, with the aim of helping to cut traffic
jams and co-ordinate works planning among telephone, water and energy
Utilities - potentially saving the UK billions of pounds a year. The new
service aims to help motorists avoid delays due to roadworks. Roadworks
Alerts can help avoid the waste of time that congestion causes and will
help keep track of the effect of maintenance and repairs on the roads.
------------------------

LEVINGTON FILM SHOW PART II in the Village Hall,
15th February
Around 35 people were able to attend Part II of the Levington Film Show
in the Village Hall on 15th February and enjoyed seeing a variety of images
of local village events, people and the scenery and wildlife around our
parish. Their were musical clips of the Baroque Harpsichord and Flute
concert held in the Church and the evening finished with a 5 minute
audio-visual sequence of images taken by History Club members at the
Ipswich Transport Museum’s ‘Wheels by Lamplight’ special event last
autumn. This was set to ‘The Old Lamplighter’ song – a catchy tune! The
proceeds from the night (£140) together with the proceeds from the
Part I evening before Christmas (£216) have been donated to St. Peter’s
Organ Restoration Appeal. So an excellent grand total of £356.00.
Many thanks to everyone who supported the two evenings and especially
to Derek Girling and David Pryke who had spent many days and hours
preparing the Shows for the entertainment of all.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY
CLUB

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) and Members
evening
(If you would like to become a member of this thriving Club and
receive discounted entrance to all talks and priority on outings
then come along to this meeting. Subs will be due on the night)

7.30pm in the Village Hall on
THURSDAY 26th APRIL to include:
CHEESE AND WINE supper, soft drinks or
coffee after the business of evening. Excellent
programme for 2012-2013 now organised and details
will be available on the night

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB

QUEEN VICTORIA’S JUBILEE IN THE EMPIRE,
ENDLAND AND OUR LOCAL AREA’
with Clive Paine
7.30pm in the Village Hall on
WEDNESDAY 23RD MAY
Note a Wednesday not a Thursday

ST. PETER’S CHURCH ORGAN APPEAL

(Progress Report 1)
The Appeal Committee is pleased to report that the response to the
Appeal to date has been very encouraging. We know that there are some
people who for various reasons (holidays etc.) have yet to donate to the
fund. To accommodate any such eventuality and avoid any disappointment
we wish to announce that the Appeal will stay open until the 31 st March
2012. In the event of our target of £5,000 being exceeded, Peter
Bumstead will be able to increase the specification of the upgrade to the
organ to accommodate this eventuality. This would ensure that all the
funds raised would be committed to this project.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their very
generous support for the Appeal. When the accounts are finalised, we will
publish a full report with the final figures for the Appeal in the Parish
Council newsletters and Church magazines. We are sure that the first
public recital of the “new organ” will be quite an event. We may need more
than one! Thank you again.
Organ Appeal Committee:
David Gilkes 659348
Barry Hawtin 659946
Pat Owen
659331
If you have any questions, please ring any member of the Committee.

Advance notice for your diaries of the
42nd IPSWICH TO FELIXSTOWE HISTORIC VEHICLES
RUN
(via Levington)
SUNDAY 6TH MAY from 11.45am

If you were at the Christmas Levington Film show in December and saw
the ‘Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang’ audio visual sequence from David Pryke on
all the vehicles that came along the old A45 at Levington last year for
this event then this may have whetted your appetite to go and watch
them this year. How about taking your flask and sandwiches and picnic
chair, find a suitable spot to sit and watch over 500 cars, motor cycles,
lorries, buses and militaries come along the Old A45 from 11.45am.
They leave Christchurch Park in Ipswich at 11.30am. On arrival at
Felixstowe the vehicles will be displayed on the promenade during the
afternoon. A free event.

UPDATE ON ANY BUS SERVICE TO
FELIXSTOWE
I can report that despite continuing liaison with Suffolk County Council no
progress, as yet, has been made on re-instating a service from the village
to Felixstowe and back. I had asked Suffolk County Council Public
Transport Officers if they would consider redirecting the funding for
the ‘Feeder’ service into a scheduled service to Felixstowe if only on one
morning a week. This suggestion has not been rejected out of hand and
officers have put some thought into what might be possible albeit it was
doubtful that they would be able to place any additional journeys from
Levington/Nacton to Felixstowe. They considered it was much more
feasible to consider as a possibility changing one of the existing three
buses that currently serve Ipswich to Felixstowe or another option may
be to divert one of the existing buses journeys between Woodbridge and
Felixstowe via our villages and vice versa. However, it was stressed that
these were only ideas and at that time could not be construed at
that stage as firm proposals.
I recently sought the latest situation from SCC officers. They have
replied that with other concerns elsewhere in the county with both
sponsored and school transport arrangements, unfortunately they have
had neither the time nor resources to pursue any service changes (even
minor) in our area. However, I am pleased to report that they confirm
our item remains on their agenda and they will investigate options as
soon as possible.
I will continue my efforts to seek a satisfactory outcome for our parish.

[Cllr. Pat Pryke, Parish Transport representative]

We belatedly advise that Christopher Gladstone,
husband of Candia, died peacefully in Ipswich Hospital on 4 th January
after an illness bravely fought. His funeral was held on Friday 20 th
January at St. Peter’s Church, Levington with interment afterwards.
Later that day a Thanksgiving Service was held at The Church of St.
Mary and St. Peter, Kelsale-cum-Carlton in Suffolk. Christopher and
Candia lived at Levington Hall for many years before moving near
Saxmundham. There remained strong links to Levington and despite
moving away they always subscribed and received our bi-monthly Parish
Council village newsletters to keep in touch.
We also sadly report that Ken Palmer died on 11th January, husband of
Hazel. A service of thanksgiving followed by interment at St. Peter’s
Church Levington was held on Monday 23 rd January. Ken and Hazel lived
for many years at Seabridge Cottages, Stratton Hall before moving to
Felixstowe. Our thoughts and sympathies go out to both Candia and Hazel
and their families.
---------------------SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL HERITAGE PROPOSALS
Suffolk County Council report there is diminishing archive storage space
for locating both historic and archaeological archives in the County.
Currently they are held at three destinations, i.e. the Ipswich, Bury and
Lowestoft Record Offices. The current thinking is to move all the
archives to a new heritage centre using a building at the Museum of East
Anglian Life near Stowmarket. As part of the consultation on the new
proposal, Cllr. Louise Mann has responded to the County Council on behalf
of the Parish Council by completing an on-line questionnaire. Certainly
placing both historic and archaeological archives in the same place would
make research easier. There are also ambitions to digitise records to
make them available online which would be excellent (as long as access is
free!). An added benefit could be the opportunity to engage schools in any
new Centre – a place for both education and research.

Make a note in your diaries

‘HISTORIC LEVINGTON’
in the Village Hall
Saturday 5th May 12 noon-6pm
Sunday 6th May 10am-4.00pm

‘
Displays of objects, memorabilia, old documents and photographs.
The Village Recorders (past and present) and all the village
organisations will be providing archive material for this event.

On the door:
£2.50 adults, £1.00 children under 16.
Toddlers and babies free
Light refreshments available
Proceeds to Village Hall funds

THE NEXT GARDENING CLUB COMING UP …

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
7.30pm Wednesday 21st March
in the Village Hall:
Talk and demonstration on

‘COMPANION PLANTING’
With Karen Kenny

DON’T MISS THIS INTERESTING EVENING
£3.00 on the door to include refreshments. Raffle.

ALL WELCOME

THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE
To mark the occasion of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Parish Council
are aiming to present a Commemorative Jubilee mug to the children of
the parish. The Parish Clerk is in the process of sourcing and purchasing
these. More details on this and their distribution in our May newsletter.
---------------------

REMEMBER TO SPRING FORWARD! ‘Fall back, spring
forward’ goes the saying so don’t forget to put your clocks on one hour
when you go to bed on Saturday night 24th March. And I’m afraid it’s
that time of year again when we lose an hour’s beauty sleep!
[Your Editor]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on
WEDNESDAY 2ND MAY 2012
[Pre-agenda Forum between 7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS
David Long (Chairman) 659342
David Pryke (Vice-Chairman) 659554
Ian Angus 659249
John Bailey 655023
Nick Hopkins 659273
Louise Mann 659538
Pat Pryke 659554
Parish Clerk – Marian Rose 659638
Mrs. Patricia O’Brien (County Councillor and District Councillor) 01394
448228
Mrs. Veronica Falconer (District Councillor) 01394 448263
Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
Area Police Beat Officer Pc Paul Smith (01473) 613500
Safer Neighbourhood Team/Sgt. James Harper (01473) 613500
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