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Dear Villager – Welcome to the May 2012 edition of the Parish Council
newsletter. Any new residents are also welcomed.
----------------------------------------------------------------------MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)
Having just had the Parish Council AGM meeting here we are at the start
of another Parish Council year and here I am again voted in for another
year as your Parish Chairman! Are our meetings business-like and useful!
We like to think they are but what do we know! Its true there has been
no mention of phone hacking (are our lives so dull they are not worth an
eavesdrop!); and nobody (judging by the Police report) has been murdered
by a vengeful –ex; and none of the Village VIPs have foisted their
speeding points onto their estranged wives!!! What the Parish Council
showed itself to be expert in was not doing silly things but ensuring sound
financial management and controlling expenditure of the budget; keeping
abreast of major changes in the planning system; coping with the huge
workload and looking in-depth and professionally at the controversial
wind turbines planning application; getting a new parking bay constructed
outside the Almshouses; caring for our AONB environment especially if
anything comes along to threaten or despoil it such as large amounts of
dropped litter; and continually liaising with our local Police, District and
County Council officers. Parish Councils sometimes get a bad press – all
talk, very remote, no action. Not so here in Levington and Stratton Hall!
Today’s litter is so in your face. It is said the UK is one of the most
littered countries in Europe! But an hour or two litter picking can really
transform an area. So many thanks to all the volunteers who helped out at
the two litter picks recently. We are definitely on top of the litter and
making a difference to the general appearance of the parish. And finally,
thank you to all the villagers and businesses within the parish who have
worked so hard on the threat of wind turbines in our AONB village.
Whether it was completing surveys, signing the petition, writing letters
to us, your District and County Councillors and Member of Parliament and
local conservation agencies. Thank you for your support of the Parish
Council team.
[David Long, Parish Council Chairman]

WIND TURBINES PLANNING APPLICATION AT
LEVINGTON HALL
MASSIVE ‘NO’ VOTE BY LEVINGTON RESIDENTS, THE PARISH
COUNCIL AND OTHERS TO WIND TURBINES IN OUR AREA OF
OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY
80% of our residents/electors said ‘NO’!
Another 108 people outside the community said ‘NO’!
Most of the time this village is quiet – very quiet and rarely does something
come along which causes us upset and major concern and then residents are not
slow in expressing their feelings and will jump into action! And this has been so
since a planning application from Mr. Scardino for erection of 2 wind turbines
was received on Levington Hall land which is within our Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). Lots of you have registered your objection to the
turbines with the District Council. You have also contacted your County and
District Councillors, your MP, local conservation agencies and your parish
councillors expressing your objections to them.
Many of you wrote well structured letters of objection
 citing your knowledge of the new National Planning Policy Framework as it
relates to AONB; citing the Coalition Government’s Localism Bill which
emphasises the importance of community opinion on planning applications;
citing your knowledge and understanding of the renewed District
Council’s Core Strategy (December 2011) as it pledges to ‘protect the
local environment and natural landscape, especially designated areas such
as AONBs’;
 noting the Position Statement of the National AONBs on wind turbines;
 raising your concerns about all the houses and businesses that would be
affected and the impact on nature conservation, wildlife and livestock
(riders and horses)
 stating that they should be sited away from migratory flight paths of
birds between our local rivers and the Creek
The planning application from Mr. Scardino first appeared July/August last
year. This raised much opposition then from the community who vented and
expressed their opinions at village meeting in the Village Hall. After such a
reaction the applicant and a second applicant (OOCL Ltd.) sensibly withdrew
their planning applications. It is a great shame therefore that Mr. Scardino has

now re-submitted his application in the AONB in total disregard of the opinion
of the community, and impact on the natural and built environment.
Every household in Levington and Stratton Hall received notification from the
Parish Council of the re-submitted wind turbines planning for one 15m and one
20metre masts both with 13.1metre in diameter three-bladed rotors on top.
This is a slightly revised application from the one submitted last summer. The
more visible turbine reduced from 20m to 15m and the larger mast moved a bit
closer to his woodland. A village survey form had also been distributed inviting
villagers to have their say on the application and the returns showed
overwhelming objection to the turbines.
Residents and local businesses sent ‘objection’ letters to the District Council
(many also copied in the Parish Council). A village petition was organised by
residents which has also been sent to SCDC. Signatures of 80% of our
residents/electors expressed their opposition to the turbines application. A
further 108 signatures came from outside the village (these included some of
the horse owners who use the local liveries or ride our local bridleways). Thus all
of this and comments made had given the Parish Council feedback on the
strength of feeling in the village.
Parish Councillors took on board your expressed concerns for
 the preservation of the current landscape and appearance of our AONB
without the intrusion of turbine structures;
 your concerns about nature and wildlife conservation;
 your concerns about the detrimental affect on property prices within the
village, especially those in sight/sound of the turbines.
One property in Bridge Road was recently placed on the market. The Agent has
advised the owners that recently, in similar circumstances, an offer on another
property was withdrawn, when a similar application was made. In the house
owner’s present experience, after much initial interest when the property was
first marketed, there have been fewer ‘viewings’ since the planning application
was published. He has been told that wind turbines WILL have a detrimental
affect on the sale of the house and the likely value achieved.
There is now precedence, in the shape of a Council Tax Tribunal ruling,
suggesting a reduction in capital value for a property ‘blighted’ by the proximity
of wind turbines (RICS reports suggest 20%). This may well have implications
for compensation from the applicant, who could be held responsible for the
devaluation. This could also have a knock-on effect for the District Council due
to the commensurate reduction in Council Tax banding. The combined loss of
value of the properties affected could be around £2m.

The Parish Council team have diligently and thoroughly looked in depth at this
planning application as it relates to the latest National Planning Policy
Framework, the District Council’s Core Strategy and policies/position of various
conservation agencies. They have also been grateful for the additional advice
and knowledge of those in the village who are lawyers; a consultant in EU law and
an expert on meteorology and the impact on climatic variations on sound
transference.
--------------------------------

DOWN YOUR WAY - PARISH LITTER PICKS

On Saturday 24th March bright and early on a lovely morning about 15 people
gathered at the Village Hall to get involved in the Big Tidy Up. This involved
wearing very attractive lurid yellow viz vests and toting large black bin bags, an
assortment of thick gloves and rather efficient looking grabby things. We got
our assignments and then dispersed to clear our designated patches of verge
and ditches around the community. Bizarrely, I think, we all quite enjoyed
ourselves; it was certainly satisfying to see the immediate results of our hard
work in the absence of litter in our immediate area. However it is certainly
depressing to realise just how much junk people think it is quite okay to chuck
out of their car windows as they are passing through our lovely countryside. The
worst affected areas for litter were the two large laybys on the Old A45. Eight
pickers attacked the layby near Levington Railway Bridge and collected
numerous black bin bags of rubbish including 6 abandoned water carriers albeit
these did not contain water but a light yellow liquid!!! And instead of bird nests
in the bushes we found collections of drinks cans and other rubbish. Some
climbed over the back of the layby to attempt to collect loads of rubbish
thrown over the hedges. The Parish Council would like to thank the good souls
who turned out to make our village spic and span and also to the organisers and
collectors of the rubbish to a point where it makes it easier for the Council
services to cart away.

The 51st ANNUAL 2012 PIN MILL BARGE MATCH

This year’s Pin Mill Barge Match (for those of you who like to walk down to
Levington foreshore to see all the wonderful Thames barges sail by) is on:

SATURDAY 30th JUNE
Watch all the different classes of barges starting in Butterman’s Bay on the
Orwell from 7am onwards. [But check the Pin Mill Sailing Club website or the
press nearer the time for confirmation of the start times] A chance to see
these spectacular barges under full sail on our local river.
------------------------

JESSICA RUNS FOR SPORTS RELIEF
Very well done to Jessica Stirling-Yeatman in the village who raised the
magnificent sum of £72.00 by doing a sponsored run for Sports Relief on
Thursday 23rd March. Jessica along with other students from Years 7 and 8 at
Kesgrave High School took on the challenge to run a sponsored mile. However,
Jessica didn’t stop at one mile she actually carried on and ran 5 and a half miles!
All the money Jessica and others raised will go towards helping people who live
incredibly tough lives here in the UK and across the world’s poorest countries.

RURAL BUS ROUTES
Rural bus routes could fall like skittles this year due to a double whammy of
government cuts – so has a local government leader in the north west of England
warned in the press. He went on to say rural MPs should help press the case for
fair funding for bus services. Failure to do so could see commercial operators
start to walk away from providing much-needed services or cease to exist.
[Note here that in Suffolk, Far East Travel and Gemini Travel recently went
into administration and were not the first Suffolk bus operators to do so]. It is
rural areas where there are fewer passengers that could be most at risk.
From April 2012 the government imposed a 20% reduction in the Bus Service
Operators Grant (BSOG). The BSOG is a grant paid by the Department of
Transport to reimburse local bus operators for some of the excise duty paid on
fuel consumed. It represents about 9% of all income for the English bus
industry outside London and the reduction could remove £60m per year from
the industry nationally. Cutting the BSOG risked being the ‘tipping point’ that
meant a bus service was no longer commercially sustainable. This could see
operators deregistering rural routes. The BSOG cut follows a shortfall in
funding for the concessionary bus fares. (This was noticeable here - our bus
passes can only be used after 9.30am and there is now no free Park and Ride
service but a reduced return fare).
Last year, a House of Commons Transport Committee report concluded that the
bus industry was facing its greatest financial challenge for a generation. This
was due to the combination of the reduction in local authorities’ revenue
expenditure and changes to reimbursement for concessionary fares.
As for us in Levington, we keep a close eye on bus transport issues especially
concerned about our reduced service to Ipswich and the loss completely of our
service to Felixstowe.

Cllr Pat Pryke – Parish Transport Representative

ANNUAL PARISHES MEETING – 18th April
At the Annual Parishes meeting the urgency of dealing with the renewed wind
turbine planning application took precedence so that the many villagers
attending could voice their opinions on the Levington Hall wind turbines
application. The Parish Council planning committee then went into their formal
committee and those in the Hall ‘observed’ this meeting and noted the unanimous
voting at the end ‘against’ the application. Lack of time prevented presentation
of the annual reports. All the village organisations reports that had been
received, plus those from the Parish Council Chairman, County and District
Councillors, Police, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, Village Recorder and
other representatives were handed to the Parish Clerk who will keep them on
file. We thank all those who kindly produced their annual reports which were
much appreciated.
----------------------------METAL THIEVES TARGET GAS CYLINDERS
RURAL residents are warned to be vigilant following a spate of thefts of gas
cylinders across the country. Scrap metal thieves stole some 200,000 gas
cylinders with a market value of £9m from across the UK last year. Calor Gas
cylinders accounted for half of these thefts. If you have any keep them in a
safe place.
----------------------------------

MYSTERY OBJECT - So – how did you get on guessing the mystery object
below in our March newsletter?

Well, made from lignum vitae wood, it was a tethering ball for tethering animals.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
You may have noticed quite a lot about the Levington Local History Club in this
edition of the newsletter! After their AGM business on 26 th April members
enjoyed a Cheese and Wine supper followed by coffee. Below is the programme
for the rest of this year and 2013 with lots of good talks and events coming up.
It’s advantageous to become a member. Just a £5.00 subscription for the year
gives just a £1.00 entrance to all meetings and priority for any outings bookings.
Contact Louise Mann, Pat Pryke or Stephen Rackham.

2012
Wednesday 23rd May – ‘Queen Victoria’s Jubilee in the Empire, England
and our local area’ with renowned historian Clive Paine
Sunday 15th July – Visit to Ipswich Transport Museum for ‘Ipswich
Engineering Day’
Thursday 4th October – ‘How I found Royalty in my family tree’
(researching family trees) with Dave Steward
Thursday 6th December – ‘The History of Father Christmas’ with Dr. Pat
Murrell (there is more to him than you think!)
2013
Thursday 28th February – Frank Grace (author of ‘Rags & Bones’) a social
history of a working class community in the 19 th century around the St.
Clements/Duke street dock area
Thursday 25th April – AGM and members night
Thursday 6th June ‘Felixstowe Peninsula with a History of Place/Street
names’ with Mike McKeon
Thursday 5th September The Lakenheath Saxon burials and warrior
found with his horse archaeological excavations with Jo Caruth
Thursday 5th December – Charlie Haylock – no less! - of ‘Sloightly on
Th’Huh book fame with ‘History of Spoken English and why Suffolk is the
most important dialect!”

EMERGENCY PLANNING
On 29th March Cllr. Angus attended an Emergency Planning meeting organised by
multi-agencies at Hollesley where a table top emergency exercise was
undertaken by all participating. The scenario? At midday 80mph winds, snow,
trees down and the electricity sub station under water! Sadly the disaster was
not averted but practice can make perfect! Ian did come away though with a
free large ‘emergency’ goodie bag for the parish. This Emergency Plan Kit
contains:
Carry case
Lantern
Two Flashlights
Walkie - Talkie
Camera
Radio
Foil Blanket
Examination Gloves - [oooohhhh Matron!!!!!]
Hand Rub
Travel First Aid Kit
Two Light Sticks
3 Piece Waterproof Pouches
4 Reflective Jackets
The Parish Clerk has advised that KPMG have kindly given the Parish Council a
£250 donation from their ‘Corporate Responsibility Charity Fund’ to help buy
portable gas stoves etc.
So we in Levington are getting much more organised in case of any emergency
situation in the village and with the adverse weather, trees down and flooding
recently experienced this perhaps is not a bad idea! We do seem to experience
more extremes of weather conditions nowadays.

DIAMOND JUBILEE MUGS

The Parish Council has ordered a supply of Diamond Jubilee mugs which will be
gifts for all pre-school and school children in Levington and Stratton Hall. The
mugs are made of bone china and have the name of Levington and Stratton Hall
included on the reverse pattern so are unique to other mugs.
There will be a limited number of surplus mugs available to sell to residents at
£8.00 each. If you would like to purchase any please contact the Parish Clerk,
Marian Rose on 659638. They will be sold on a first come, first served basis so
do get in touch soonest if you wish to buy any.
-----------------------

MONDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR
Jane Timmins would like to say a big thank you to everyone for their support at
coffee hour in the Village Hall during the winter months. After expenses paid
the sum of £360.00 was able to be donated to the St. John Eye Hospital.
[We would like to thank Jane and Helen for continuing coffee hour during that
time so that villagers could continue to meet at this very popular event. Jo
Wenham and team have now taken over for the summer/autumn months and we
thank them also for their commitment for yet another year]

PARISH NOTICES – coming up ……
EVERY MONDAY MORNING
10.00am to 11.00am COFFEE HOUR in the Village Hall
Saturday/Sunday 5th/6th MAY
‘HISTORIC LEVINGTON’ weekend in the Village Hall
Tuesday 8th May
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (booked places only - Jo Wenham (659509)
Wednesday 9th May
7.30pm LEVINGTON WI (Resolutions meeting) (Village Hall)
Wednesday 23rd May
7.30pm LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB (Village Hall)
(Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in the– Empire, England and locally)
Sunday 3rd June
From 1.00pm VILLAGE LUNCH on Church Field for the QUEEN’S DIAMOND
JUBILEE CELEBRATION
Tuesday 12th June
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (booked places only - Jo Wenham (659509)
Wednesday 13th June
7.30pm LEVINGTON WI (Wood Carving) (Village Hall)
Wednesday 20th June
7.30pm LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB (Village Hall) with BBC
Weatherman
Tuesday 3rd July
7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (Village Hall)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 2nd MAY 2012
The Parish Chairman welcomed three residents who observed the business of
council meeting.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien).
Mrs O’Brien sent her reports in advance. These gave an update on her County
Council Chairman’s role during the past year and the work and the events
attended. Another report gave the past year’s resume of changes and
happenings at the County Council which included appointing a new Chief
Executive; a new joint fire control centre in Cambridge; and radical changes to
some services in particular in Adult and Community Services. Mrs. O’Brien also
sent a report on her District Councillor role noting an electoral review of
Suffolk Coastal’s ward boundaries is to take place and the planning departments
at Suffolk Coastal and Waveney have been re-structured. Mrs. O’Brien
expressed the view that planning had been a major concern for her ward in
recent years with continually having to fight to retain our countryside against
the imposition of large and small wind turbines and the continuing battle against
the building of 2,000+ houses at Adastral Park.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer).
Similarly, Mrs. Falconer had sent her report in advance. This covered her work
as a District Councillor and gave news on the latest developments at the District
Council with the ‘partnering’ with Waveney District Council on some services.
Mrs. Falconer also noted that our area is under great pressure regarding
development resulting in a huge loss of our lovely countryside. Not only is there
the prospect of 1000’s of new dwellings at Adastral Park, and Trimley but the
possibility that 200 acres at Innocence Farm abutting the A14 could become a
huge container park for Felixstowe Docks with container stacks 6 high, a railway
junction and marshalling yard, an A14 underpass and lorry/rail connections. And
the skyline too is under threat of a flurry of wind turbines!
Police Report Crimes reported since 18th April 2012 until 29 th April 2012. (1)
During the evening of 18th April unknown offender has smashed the rear window
to a vehicle, which was parked in The Ship car park. An ipad was stolen from
within. Enquiries are ongoing to trace the offender. (2) Overnight on 24 th April
unknown offenders removed the light cluster of a vehicle, which was parked at a
residential property in Nacton Road, Levington. Enquiries are ongoing.

PARISH COUNCIL – ANNUAL MEETING 0F COUNCIL
Election of
Chairman and
Vice-chairman
Election of
Committees and
Officers

Finance

David Long was unanimously elected as Chairman for the
coming year.
David Pryke was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman
The following were elected:
Planning committee: Ian Angus, David Long, David Pryke,
Nick Hopkins and Louise Mann
Finance Advisory committee: Ian Angus, David Long, David
Pryke and Marian Rose (Parish Clerk).
The Responsible Finance Officer remains the Parish Clerk.
Internal auditor Heelis & Lodge (but waiting confirmation)
Representatives for:
Suff. Assoc. of Local Councils
- David Long
Village Hall committee
- David Pryke
Coasts and Heaths/Footpath Warden - Nick Hopkins
Tree and church field warden
– David Long
Sir Robert Hitcham Almshouses
- Ian Angus
Parish Transport
- Pat Pryke
Emergency Planning – D. Long/I. Angus/L. Mann/D. Pryke
Editor of the Parish Council newsletter - Pat Pryke
Port of Felixstowe Local Authority Liaison Committee
– Ian Angus, David and Pat Pryke
Safer Neighbourhood Team– David Long and Ian Angus
Operation Stack Steering Group–David Long & David Pryke
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
– Bob Hardwick
Church Field Management WP – David Pryke, David Long,
Nick Hopkins + Bob Hardwick as adviser
Nacton School representative – Ian Angus
The Accounts for the year 1st April 2010 to 31st March
2012 were approved. The Parish Council’s careful
budgeting and forward planning was still proving
successful with adequate reserves. Parish Councillors
looked at the summary of income and expenditure for the
last financial year and noted £663 was spent less than
budgeted. This excluded the donations agreed at the
last meeting to our local school, village hall and church.
The Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses were approved.

Planning
Applications

Correspondence

Reports from
Councillors

(1)

C/12 0554 & 0555. Hill Cottage, Church Lane,
Levington (Grade 2 listed) Erection of part twostorey part one and a half storey extension (existing
single-storey extension to be demolished). [Not
supported by the Parish Council at their planning
committee on 17/4/12]
(2)
C12/0639/Levington Hall, Church Lane, Levington.
Erection of 20kw wind turbines, one on a 15 metre
mast the other on a 20 metre mast, 3 blades, 13.1m
in diameter (revised scheme). [Not supported by the
Parish Council at their planning committee on 18/4/12]
Since 12th March, 191 items of correspondence had been
received plus various other items of post such as newsletters,
brochures. Too many to itemise here but all correspondence
is available for viewing via the Parish Clerk. There were 70
items of ‘sent’ mail so you can see the Parish Clerk has been
extremely busy in recent weeks!
Cllr. Nick Hopkins gave an update on improvement works to the
Creek river footpath. The position is that the scheme is on the
County Council’s ‘Balance’ project list but is put as a year 3
scheme which means it will only go forward with that
particular funding if other schemes prove to be undeliverable.
It remains on the County Council’s capital list and they will
continue to look for other opportunities for funding.
Cllr Angus reported on the recruitment arrangements and the
interview process for appointing a new Head at Nacton Primary
School.
Cllr. David Pryke reported on the Village Hall Trustees meeting
held on 22nd March. A recent Food Safety Inspection had
taken place.
Cllr. Bailey gave an update on the preparations being made for
the Village ‘Jubilee Lunch’
The Parish Council team noted reports from recent meetings
incl. The Suffolk Assoc. of Local Councils meeting (19/3) and
the Port of Felixstowe Local Liaison committee held on
1st May.

BUS CAFÉ ON THE OLD A45 LEVINGTON NEAR THE
BRIDGE
David Martin of Red House Walk emailed the Parish Council recently regarding
the ‘Bus Café’ article in the March newsletter. He had a ‘counter opinion’ to that
article in that he thought the new venture should be supported and that it was
admirable that someone was attempting to make a living for himself and his
family. He liked the bus in its bright livery and had found the owner to be
personable.

[The Parish Council replied to Mr. Martin and thanked him for his comments. We
try to reflect the views of residents and his was the first voice Parish
Councillors had heard in support of the bus café. The arrival of a café in an area
already renowned for its ongoing litter problem was of concern and as you will
read elsewhere in this newsletter at the Parish Litter pick on 24 th March it took
eight residents some considerable time just to ‘pick’ that layby of its collection
of litter, bottles, food packaging and large water containers etc.. As the bus
café has not been on this site for long we do not attribute all this rubbish to it
but we hoped Mr. Martin would understand concerns about the potential for
creating yet more rubbish. In a collaborative spirit a parish councillor had
already made contact with the bus owner shortly after he arrived with the café
and found him to be amenable. Indeed the owner and his son have volunteered to
help litter pick the lay-by so we are trying to tackle the problem of rubbish
together]
-------------------------------------

REFURBISHED VILLAGE HALL NOTICEBOARD
The work to enhance and refurbish the parish noticeboard outside the Village
Hall has been completed. Work has been done to make the noticeboard more
waterproof and the side wings have now been enclosed with doors and glass to
protect all the posters from adverse weather and to ensure the drawing pins
are not scattered on the ground.
The Parish Council middle section remains locked for official parish council
notices etc. but the side wings are not locked and can be easily opened for other
village posters/notices.

THOMAS BIXBY of Lodge Cottage, Levington

Thomas is the son of Neil and Bev Bixby who live at Lodge Cottage (at the gates
of Levington Hall).
Neil and Bev write: Thomas Bixby, having lived in Levington for 21 years and
during that time I'm sure a few of you will remember him at the bus stop
waiting for the school bus!
To people who know him and his friends who still live in and around the village,
Tom has this week (w.c. 30th April) successfully, after 14 weeks of training,
qualified for the British army, achieving a long time ambition.
It will be a very proud day on Friday the 4th May when the Bixby family and
friends will travel to Pirbright in Surrey to enjoy his passing out parade, wishing
him all the very best for the future in the Royal Artillery.

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
MEETINGS COMING UP
Levington WI meets at 7.30pm on Wednesday 9 th May. It will be the annual
‘Resolutions’ meeting and members will be hearing about and discussing one
resolution this year. That is: ‘There are chronic shortages of midwives. The
National Federation of WIs calls on the Government to increase investment in
the training, employment and retention of midwives in England and Wales to
ensure services are adequately resourced and are able to deliver a high
standard of care’. The National Federation of Women’s Institutes campaign
offers every member the chance to bring the strength of the whole of the WI
movement behind the issues that are important to them.
The June meeting will be held at 7.30pm in the village hall on Wednesday 13 th
June. The subject will be ‘Wood Carving’ with Maureen Winter. In the past few
weeks, some members have been working hard on the various Suffolk Show WI
classes they are entering. The theme this year being ‘Royal – Let’s Celebrate’ obviously chosen to coincide with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Sandy Palmer
and Hilary Weston have created a wonderful flamboyant ‘My Fair Lady’ hat for
the ‘Make a Hat for Royal Ascot’ class.

(Hilary wearing the hat she and Sandy Palmer have made using a recycled hat
and adding wonderful black and white feathers and pearls)

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up ….
Sunday 6th May
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION (with Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 13th May (ROGATION SUNDAY)
6.30pm EVENSONG (with Rev. Canon Grant)
Thursday 17th May (ASCENSION DAY)
7.00pm HOLY COMMUNION (with Rev. Courtauld and Edna Collins)
Sunday 20th May
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (with Roy Tricker)
SUNDAY 27th May (WHIT SUNDAY)
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (with Stephen Harvey)
Sunday 3rd June
10.00am SPECIAL SERVICE FOR THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE
(with Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 10th June
6.30pm EVENSONG (with Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 17th June
11.00am MORNING PRAYER (with Edna Collins)
Sunday 24th June
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (with Janet Stalker)
Sunday 1st July
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION (with Rev. Canon Grant)

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
FANCY A DAY OUT!
There are a few places left on the coach outing organised by
Levington Gardening Club to

PETER BEALES ROSES
At Attleborough in Norfolk

(Classic roses & RHS Chelsea Gold Medalists)

On WEDNESDAY 27TH JUNE

Cost £29.00 per person
To include a guided tour of some of the 3 acres
inspirational rose gardens, advice from staff, full lunch
in the Sweet Briar Bistro and coach travel
Depart Levington at 10.00am
Arrive back in Levington 5.00pm
More details from Marian Rose on 659638. If you would like to
join this trip please contact Marian.

BIG BLOOMERS WANTED!
The flower types of course! Will your marigolds, carnations and roses be looking
marvellous and your pelargonium’s positively gorgeous? Are your pots and
containers all planted up and your veggies being cosseted, fed and watered? As
well as show stopping flowers, stupendous vegetables, out of this world cakes
and jams and jaw dropping photographs (and that’s just to name a few of the
classes coming up at this year’s Levington Flower and Produce Show! So we hope
you are nurturing, even talking to your plants and giving them ‘tender loving care’
so that they will perform at their best at judging on Flower Show Day. The Show
committee would welcome a bumper entry this year so don’t forget to fill in
those Flower Show schedules when they pop through your letterboxes. Many
lovely silver trophies to win for both adults and children.

LEVINGTON FLOWER AND PRODUCE SHOW
SATURDAY 21ST JULY
Entries to be delivered to the Village Hall by 10.45am.
Show opens 3.00pm
Open to all villagers, this Show was a great success last year and great fun
despite the wet weather! There really is a class for everyone – from vegetables,
fruit, baking, photography or craft.

BEE HAPPY! BUZZ, BUZZ, BUZZ – Beverly Chalcraft’s lovely village
honey from beehives in her garden will again be on sale at the Flower Show
(Bees permitting!).
There will also be the usual other attractions and stalls including Mark Griggs
popular card stall. The WI will be providing their usual delicious selection of
scones and cakes with tea.
SEE YOU THERE …..

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
7.30pm WEDNESDAY 23rd MAY
In the Village Hall

[Note a Wednesday and not the usual Thursday!]

CLIVE PAINE returns with a talk on

CELEBRATING QUEEN VICTORIA’S
JUBILEE IN THE EMPIRE, ENGLAND AND OUR LOCAL
AREA

As we celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s Jubilee, we
look back to the preparations, celebrations and
commemorations of Queen Victoria’s Diamond
Jubilee in 1897; including events in our own local
area.
£3.00 on the door (Members £1.00)
ALL WELCOME.

Refreshments provided

SUFFOLK SHOW DAYS
Don’t forget the Suffolk Show days at Trinity Park Showground are a week later
this year because of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:

THURSDAY/FRIDAY 7TH AND 8TH JUNE.
Levington WI are entering several of the WI classes in the Suffolk East WI
marquee so do pop in if you are at the Show to see how they did. The theme this
year is ‘Jubilee’ – what else!
------------------------

GARDENING CLUB EVENING WEDNESDAY 21st MARCH
The speaker for the March Gardening Club meeting was Karen Kenny of Radio
Suffolk and an allotment expert. Her talk was on ‘Companion Planting’. This was
an interesting subject, put over in Karen’s usual entertaining way.
She had lots of tips such as getting rid of ground elder, controlling aphids and
pests and when growing brassicas intersperse the plants with plants such as
fennel or tomatoes. This should confuse the cabbage white butterflies by
disguising the smell of the cabbages, sprouts etc. Karen suggested that modern
gardening has forgotten how gardeners in the past knew how to control pests
and diseases naturally, rather than using chemical treatments.
At the end of the evening Marian Rose warmly thanked Karen for an interesting
and entertaining evening and a raffle was held.

SCOTTS DIAMOND JUBILEE TREE PLANTING

On Tuesday 27th March 2012 the Scotts Miracle-Gro Company UK in Levington,
planted an oak tree in commemoration of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. The
official planting was undertaken by Dr Robert Daniels (Vice president and Chief
Scientist) and Dr Martin Breddy (Vice President and General Manager) and
David Long (Parish Council Chairman) under the watchful eye of Dr Deirdre
Charleston, manager of the Levington Research Station. The ceremony was
watched by the staff of Scotts, some of who actually did the hard work of
professionally planting the oak tree. this meant that those of us who undertook
the ceremonial duties had the easy task of just laying a couple of spadefuls of
earth around the base of the tree thank goodness! Everyone was then given a
commemorative Jubilee mug and Union Jack chocolate! The tree and engraved
slate plaque is on the right hand side of the road leading into Scotts building.

Friends of St. Peter’s at their AGM in March enjoyed the
usual wonderful finger buffet and drinks after the short business of the
evening. The Chairman reported on projects during the year. The interior of the
church had been painted and fund raising had started for the restoration of the
church organ. During the next year work will be undertaken on the West Tower
and further renovation to the east boundary wall.
--------------------

St. PETER’S CHURCHYARD – CARE OF THE GRASS
For the third year in a row, GreenThumb is delighted to continue to sponsor our
churchyard. GreenThumb are one of, if not, the leading lawn care and lawn
maintenance services in the UK.
-------------------

POLICE AUTHORITY
The Police Authority will cease to exist on 22 nd November this year when a
Police & Crime Commissioner will be elected. He/she will be responsible for:
 appointing Chief Constable;
 funding and budget;

 the award of grants for community safety priorities.
The Police and Crime Commissioner will be supported by a Chief Executive and
team. There will be a Police & Crime Panel that will scr utinise the PCC.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
to the MUSEUM OF EAST ANGLIAN LIFE, Stowmarket for

‘A STEAM AND TRADITIONAL CRAFTS EVENT’
on Saturday 11th August
[leaving the village at 10.30am – back 4.15pm]

The mode of transport? A wonderful vintage 1966 BRISTOL Bucklands
coach to take us there in ‘historic style’

There are seats still available on this trip so if you, your family or
friends would like to come along please book as soon as possible with
Louise Mann 659538 or Pat Pryke 659554.

£19.00 each to incl. coach and Museum event/entrance fee.

See: Craftspeople demonstrating a variety of crafts and have a go
yourself in some instances, steam traction engines, vintage tractors
and commercial vehicles, discover 15 splendidly restored historic
buildings, including a watermill, forge, tin tabernacle etc. Museum shop
and café, woodland and riverside nature trails and animals

QUEEN ELIZAEBTH’S DIAMOND JUBILEE
VILLAGE EVENT
We are fast approaching the celebrations of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, only
the second such event ever to have occurred in the UK.
Our own celebration in Levington is taking shape so don’t tarry if you want
tickets for the

BIG SUNDAY LUNCH AND AFTERNOON EVENT ON
CHURCH FIELD ON SUNDAY 3RD JUNE FROM 1.00PM.
There are only 150 tickets available (due to the size of the hog roast!) so if you
have not already bought your tickets do so quickly by contacting the ladies in
the ‘big advert’ overleaf.
The ‘volunteer’ group have met recently with parish councillors to give them an
update on proceedings, to advise on the necessary risk assessments of the venue
and caterer etc. The bunting and decorations are bought, a brass band quintet
booked. Gazebos and large tent will be erected to provide shelter from the wind
or sun should it be necessary.
We just need to see lots of lovely villagers and children turning out for this
village event! Bring your own drinks, picnic rugs, chairs etc. and let’s make a
community party of it. Do think about coming along and don’t forget to wear a
‘Hint of Jubilee’ if the fancy takes you!
In the morning there will be a special ‘Jubilee’ church service taken by the Rev.
Harry Stalker starting at 10.00am in St. Peter’s Church.

LEVINGTON AND STRATTON HALL

BIG JUBILEE LUNCH

on Church Field, Levington
1.00pm SUNDAY 3RD JUNE
(wet weather option will be available)

‘Hog Roast’; Salads and desserts
Tickets selling well so buy yours now to avoid
disappointment as limited number available.

COST: £7.00 (UNDER 5’s free)
DRESS: ‘’A HINT OF JUBILEE’
There will be Music, ‘Try Golf’; Face Painting; Lucky
dip for children, games plus more
Tickets available from Di Hitchcock 655716;
Nicky Mayhew 659353, Alison Smith 659344 or
Alison Bailey 655023

GARDENING CLUB MEETING COMING UP

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB

A TALK WITH A DIFFERENCE!
Come and hear Steve Western, the BBC’s Local
Weatherman
7.30pm WEDNESDAY 20th JUNE
in the Village Hall

£3.00 on the door (To include refreshments)

LEVINGTON’S PROMENADE!
Two workmen who had been busy working on two or three gardens on Bridge
Road suggest that we rename Bridge Road ‘The Promenade’ since they have
observed how people enjoy wandering down the road and stopping and talking to
their friends and neighbours along the way!
It is true that sometimes it takes a long while to walk the short distance from
home to the post or newspaper boxes at the Village Hall but that’s one of the
pleasures of living in this lovely friendly village! So do continue ‘promenading’ and
enjoying keeping in touch with your neighbours.
-----------------

AND FINALLY, spare a thought for the Parish Council team and especially our
Parish Clerk, Marian Rose, who has had to put hours of extra time into the
Clerk’s job recently just to deal with the huge volume of work that the wind
turbines planning application has caused. Thanks Marian.

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on

TUESDAY 3RD JULY 2012
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS
David Long (Chairman) 659342
David Pryke (Vice-Chairman) 659554
Ian Angus 659249
John Bailey 655023
Nick Hopkins 659273
Louise Mann 659538
Pat Pryke 659554
Parish Clerk – Marian Rose 659638

Mrs. Patricia O’Brien (County Councillor) 01394 448228
Mrs. Veronica Falconer (District Councillor) 01394 448263
Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
Area Police Beat Officer Pc Paul Smith (01473) 613500
Safer Neighbourhood Team/Sgt. James Harper (01473) 613500

Published by Levington and Stratton Hall Parish Council
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