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MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)
Hello and a special welcome to any newcomers to the parish.
----------------------------------------------------------------------Welcome to our final edition for 2012. Winter approaches so wrap
up well and stay safe in any wintry conditions that may come our
way. We are trying hard to ensure the salt bins and salt heaps
around the village are replete before the worst of any ice or snow.
Also, whilst the mains sewer replacement work goes on in Nacton
over the winter months (and The Street being our main diversion
route into Levington during any Operation Stack) we aim to ensure
that Highways are aware and places high emphasis on gritting our
back roads into the village from the A14/Nacton Interchange
junction. It goes without saying really that during the winter
months we can all think of our neighbours whether elderly or infirm,
or indeed anyone who lives on their own. I believe that living in a
village such as ours contributes to a real sense of community and
with that consideration for all or any of the vulnerable amongst us.
So keep an eye out for each other and for anyone who may
appreciate that little bit of extra help.

As part of the Remembrance Day service, I have the
privilege of placing a poppy wreath on the village War Memorial on
11th November on behalf of the parish.

Christmas does have a habit of galloping up on you so look
around in this newsletter for early reminders for your diaries of
those unmissable events during the festive season in this village.
And, I know this seems a bit early but since this is the last parish
council newsletter this year may I wish everyone in the village, and
our local businesses and subscribers a Merry Christmas and a very
Happy New Year.

[David Long – Parish Council Chairman]

C/12/2059 PLANNING
APPLICATION FOR A SOLAR ENERGY FARM ON LAND AT
STRATTON HALL FARM
A planning application was received which proposed the construction
of solar photovoltaic panels and associated works including inverter
housings, access tracks, security fencing and cameras on a Grade 3
agricultural land site which is located immediately east of the A14.
The solar panels would be ground mounted on ‘tables’ and arranged
in rows on land at Stratton Hall farm adjacent to the A14 and next
to the Innocence Farm area. Innocence Farm has been earmarked as
potential strategic development land for an extension to the Trinity
Distribution Park at the Port of Felixstowe incorporating container
warehousing and container storage and possible provision of a rail
connection to service the development and a marshalling yard.
The solar energy company, Solarcentury, would construct the solar
park. Representatives from this company held an ‘Information Day’
drop-in session between 3.30pm and 7.00pm in Levington Village Hall
on Monday 29th October. Along with parish and district councillors,
between 40 and 50 residents turned up to look at the details and
information boards and had the opportunity to ask questions.
The concept of solar panel farms became popular following the
introduction of the Government's Feed-in Tariff, which gives homes
and businesses cash for each unit of electricity they produce.
Within Suffolk, apart from this current Stratton Hall farm
application there are two other planning applications for solar farms
at Runway Farm, Parham Airfield and Church Farm, Hacheston
awaiting decision by the District Council planning committee.

At the Parish Council planning committee on 1st November, parish
councillors voted to ‘support’ this planning application. However, in
the response to the District Council they will state ‘the Parish
Council is strongly opposed to any development on more agricultural
land between Felixstowe and Ipswich along the A14 corridor, so
creating an undesirable vast urban sprawl in the classic Suffolk
countryside’. Councillors have only ‘supported’ this application on the
understanding and specific assurance that the presence of this
Solar Farm will not become a material factor supporting any future
industrial development at the adjoining Innocence Farm.

The Parish Council will also ‘recommend’ some ‘Planning
Conditions’ to Suffolk Coastal District Council planning department.
These will include:
Visual screening of site to be implemented to SW and SE
boundaries at commencement of construction works
Deer fence to be installed to height of 2m (not 1.4m stated)
No removal of existing trees and hedgerows
All recommendations made by English Heritage and Natural
England to be included as conditions for the application
Site survey to be carried out by professional archaeologists
prior to commencement of works to determine if archaeology is
present and therefore requires the concrete shoe foundation for
the solar arrays (site is within half a mile of Seven Hills
‘protected’ area)
Ground works (during construction and subsequent maintenance)
should take place outside the bird breeding season (MarchSeptember inclusive) and any works necessary during that time
period must be accompanied by a nesting habitat hand-search by
an experienced ecologist prior to any work commencing
Checks for any newly constructed badger setts in advance of
construction within at least 50m of site must take place
A watching brief by site operatives during construction
activities to avoid risks of inadvertently killing or injuring
individual reptiles.

LEVINGTON HALL WIND TURBINES
The Parish Council has sent an 8-page ‘Official Complaint’ letter to
Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding the wind turbines
approval expressing their annoyance, concerns and exasperation at
Insufficient scrutiny of the Applicant’s Design & Access
Statement
That the Case Officer/Suffolk Coastal Planning department
did not treat the Applicant and Objectors in an even-handed
way
That communication between the Applicant and this Parish
Council was not delivered in an even-handed way
Citing that the Members Code of Conduct had been
transgressed by a District Councillor and a number of SCDC
employees
The lack of professional expertise and poor understanding
within the Planning Department when dealing with ‘noise’;
acoustic barriers; wind speed; etc.
Confused thinking by Planning Officers on what environmental
assessment criteria should have been used
Bias against the opposition to the development and (V) bias
towards the Council’s employees
And conduct at the SCDC planning committee meeting.
This Parish Council believes that all the foregoing fell short of
acceptable standards of public duty of the District Council
authority, its planning department and officers of that Department.
We await a response from SCDC to our formal complaint and expect
the authority to respond to the various points we have raised.

SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION
We are delighted to hear our parish council newsletter has been
shortlisted again this year in the ‘2012 Newsletter of the Year’
competition. Awards and presentations to be made on Monday
evening 12th November at the Suffolk Association of Local Councils
AGM at Haughley Park Barn – Parish Chairman David Long and Cllr.
Pat Pryke (Editor) to attend.
----------------------------

SUFFOLK HEDGEROW SURVEY
The Parish Council has recently received a copy of the now
published Suffolk Hedgerow Survey report 1998-2012.
In the late 1990s the Suffolk Coastal Greenprint Forum began
promoting a voluntary hedgerow survey within the Suffolk Coastal
area. A small working group of Forum members, chaired by Guy
Ackers, was asked to produce guidance that could be used by any
community or interest group within the Suffolk Coastal area to
undertake a parish-wide hedgerow survey. Species rich hedgerows
provide shelter for crops, are a feature in the landscape and an
important wildlife habitat in their own right, as well as providing
invaluable corridors for wildlife between other habitats such as
ponds and copses.
We would like to acknowledge the sterling work that Helen
Thompson and her team of helpers did in surveying all the
hedgerows in this parish as part of the Suffolk survey - all
undertaken on a purely voluntary basis.

FANCY SOME KNITTING IN THE DARK WINTER
EVENINGS FOR A GOOD CAUSE?
Earlier this year Jo Wenham in the village encouraged us to knit
men’s warm woollen hats and gloves to pass on to the homeless in
the Ipswich area. Her latest request is to knit a babies vest.
Newborn babies, many suffering from AIDs are being called ‘Fish ‘n’
chips babies’ because many are being sent home from hospital
wrapped in newspaper for warmth. So would you like to help by
knitting a small vest which Jo will take to the Hospice who will be
sending a consignment out to Africa. It’s a quick and easy pattern
but please note no baby pink, blue, white or pastel colours as
these garments may never be washed. Bright and mixed colours are
best or a mixture of stripes. (Knitted all in one using double knitting
wool and size 7 (4.5mm) needles or size 6 for tight knitters.
Cast on 44 stitches
Work 18 rows K2 P2 rib
Work 30 rows stocking stitch (1 row k, 1 row p)
Cast on 12 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows and change
to K2 P2 (for sleeves)
Rib 22 more rows
Next row rib 21, cast off 26 stitches, rib 21 stitches.
Next row rib 21, cast on 26 stitches, rib 21 stitches
Work 22 rows in K2 P2
Cast off 12 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows
Work 30 rows stocking stitch
Work 18 rows K2 P2 then cast off. Sew up side seams.

Thank you for your help. Any finished vests to Jo at Lilac Cottage,
Levington (just round the corner from the village hall) – tel. no:
659509 for any assistance.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETS FIRE SERVICE
SENIOR MANAGEMENT re. CREWING CHANGES
On 9th October parish councillors met with Dave Pederson (District
Commander East) and Phil Embury (Asst. Chief Fire Officer) so that
the Fire Service personnel could explain the latest review and
changes to our local fire service provision and response to 999 calls
etc. and especially the proposed crewing changes at Felixstowe Fire
Station. The review of risks and current fire cover was discussed
which had to be balanced now against the resources and funds
available. At one time Felixstowe Fire Station had full-time crew, 7
days a week between 8.00am and 6.00pm. Outside those times oncall (retained) firemen dealt with any calls. As Felixstowe has been
identified as a ‘low call rate’ area the proposal is now drop to a
‘nuclear crew’ with a permanent cut of immediate, full time cover.
So only up to four firefighters will remain on station and will only be
assisted by on-call (retained) firefighters in raising a crew. ‘On-Call’
firefighters do a tremendous job but they are inevitably delayed in
responding to 999 calls. They live and work away from the fire
station and must stop what they are doing to make their way
through traffic and weather to the fire station before they can
climb aboard the fire engine to respond to emergencies. Thus a
slower response to 999 calls in the Felixstowe must be inevitable.
The impact of reduced Fire Service budget provision will have an
affect on our area. The Service is currently making 12.5% savings
but in 2014 expect even harsher cut-backs. Thus the Suffolk
Service is currently looking at a possible merger with
Cambridgeshire. For Levington, parish councillors were reassured to
hear that any fire incident in this parish will get the nearest
available engine, primarily from the new Fire Station at Ransomes
Europark but thereafter Felixstowe.

INNOCENCE FARM (near Kirton and Levington)
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
You’ll be aware that this Parish Council does its utmost to keep
villagers informed especially on important or large issues. And thus,
in this newsletter and perhaps in the local press you will have read
about the proposal to develop Innocence Farm for Port of
Felixstowe related work expansion. Although not come to planning
application yet if this proposal went ahead of major development of
this huge 115 Ha site (200 acres) for Port of Felixstowe expansion,
it would be a major contribution to industrial ribbon development
along the A14 and would urbanise nearly a third of the remaining
green field separation between Felixstowe and Ipswich. It is
considered the size of the site would dwarf Ransomes Europark and
would cover a greater area than that proposed for Adastral Park at
Martlesham. On the site would be 24 hour operation of warehousing,
container and lorry movements, together with a proposed new rail
terminal into the site, and would mean round the clock noise and
disturbance and light pollution to our local communities.
A group of Felixstowe peninsula parish councils have joined together
to keep a close eye on this and have already initiated joint actions
against this proposal. As Innocence Farm abuts Levington on the
another side of the A14 opposite the Old A45 slip road onto the
A14, Levington and Stratton Hall parish council has joined this
group. Recently the Group has prepared a pamphlet called
‘Felixstowe Peninsula under Threat from Excessive Development’.
We aim to distribute a copy of this document to every household in
Levington and Stratton Hall as soon as they are printed and
available.
Your parish council is also mindful of the current proposal to build a
large solar panel park on land which abuts the Innocence Farm land.

St. Peter’s Church
Christmas Services
Coming
Up …

On Sunday December 9th there will be a service at 10am at St
Peter's, Levington on the theme, 'Wise men came from the east'.
All those planning to attend the service are encouraged to come in
suitable costume. Crowns, cloaks and other decorations may be
worn. (There will be grazing facilities available on the north side of
the churchyard, but all camels, dromedaries and other steeds
should be well tethered to stout trees.).
A collection of store cupboard food – pasta, rice, tea, coffee,
cereals in small sizes, tins of meat and fish - will be made at the
service to send to FIND, Families in Need. This Christian, Ipswich
based organisation, provides food parcels for those who have
nothing. A full list of the types of foods that are required will be
posted in the church, well in advance of the service.

(Margaret Angus)

Time to get in tune with those timeless Christmas Carols.
Levington’s traditional Carols by Candlelight are at 4.00pm on
Sunday 23rd December. Unmissable for those villagers who cherish
the festive season.
On Monday 24th December, the traditional Christmas Eve Midnight
service will be led by Roy Tricker and will start at 11.30pm.

FINANCE
The Parish Council is responsible for setting the Parish Precept
which when decided is requested from the District Council and
forms part of the Council Tax. The Parish Council finance subcommittee will soon be drafting the budget for 2013-14 and this will
be presented to all parish councillors at the January parish council
meeting. In preparing the budget and setting the parish precept the
Parish Council continues to be mindful of the current economic
climate and strives to deliver best value for money for all its
residents. If funds allow, the Parish Council will continue to support
local groups, such as school, church and Village Hall.
--------------------------THE SUFFOLK POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER ELECTION
THURSDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
If we are to believe articles in the press it seems there is a real
apathy about these elections by voters and many seem unhappy
about what they consider is politicising the Police service. Some see
this as ending the independence of the police which will bring the
Police, like the NHS, into the political debate. There have even
been calls to ‘spoil your ballot paper’. However, in any election you
have a democratic right to vote and to make your own choices. Here
is a reminder of the four candidates standing for the post of
Suffolk’s Police and Crime Commissioner.
Jane Basham (Labour party)
David Cocks (Independent)
Bill Mountford (UKIP party)
Tim Passmore (Conservative party)
Suffolk’s Police and Crime Commissioner will be responsible for
setting priorities for Suffolk Constabulary, overseeing its budget
and hiring or dismissing the Chief Constable. Our polling station is
Levington Village Hall and you can vote between the hours of 7.00am
and 10.00pm.

LEVINGTON BECAME THE M25 for a while and
our PARISH CLERK HAS A VERY NEAR MISS!!
Levington is normally quiet but it was more akin to the M25 on 4th
October! After a lorry had shed its load of onions near the Orwell
Bridge followed soon after by a three lorry crash which closed the
A14 we started to experience large volumes of traffic through the
village as vehicles tried to find an alternative route. Long delays
getting into Ipswich meant some villagers gave up trying to get
there. It was worse the following morning when we experienced
nose-to-tail traffic for a few hours as vehicles again used Levington
to get round the A14 closure early morning. Residents had difficulty
exiting their drives and with no footpath through the village walking
was hazardous!
Lately it has been difficult to keep our parish clerk Marian Rose out
of the news what with all her efforts for Gardening Club, Flower
Show, Harvest Supper, doing her Usain Bolt impression at the
‘Olympics’ service, breaking her arm. However, this time we are
lucky to have her in one piece as she was involved in yet another
accident near the Orwell Bridge on 17th October. She was
overtaking a van towing a compressor trailer when suddenly the
trailer unhitched itself and hit the nearside of her car – her fairly
new car at that! She was the first car to be hit but at least four
others were in the accident behind as they tried to avoid it. Marian
was a bit shaken up at the time and may have a bit of whiplash but
otherwise OK. Her car was drivable but the nearside did not look
pretty! Two people were taken to hospital on boards but hopefully
there were no serious injuries. Marian said all the emergency
services were very good and opened one lane of the A14 as soon as
they could and were helpful to those who were involved in the
accident. Marian says she would not want to be insurers of the van
and trailer!!

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up ….
Sunday 11th November (REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY)
3.00pm REMEMBRANCE EVENSONG with refreshments and display
in the Village Hall afterwards
Sunday 18th November
10.00am MORNING SERVICE (with Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 25th November
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (led by Janet Stalker)
Sunday 2nd December (ADVENT SUNDAY)
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION (led by Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 9th December
10.00am SPECIAL SERVICE led by Margaret Angus on the theme

‘Wise men come from the East’.
Sunday 16th December
10.00am MORNING SERVICE (led by Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 23rd December
4.00pm LEVINGTON CAROL SERVICE (led by Roy Tricker)
Monday 24th December (CHRISTMAS EVE)
11.30pm MIDNIGHT SERVICE (led by Roy Tricker)
Sunday 30th December
NO SERVICE AT LEVINGTON but 11.00am informal service at
Bucklesham church led by Rev. Canon Geoffrey Grant.

[Note: Meeting monthly in various homes a BIBLE STUDY GROUP
has started up in Levington. using the Panorama Bible Study Course.
It is led by the Rev. Harry Stalker. You are welcome to join the
group. More details on noticeboard inside church].

PARISH NOTICES – coming up …..
Every Monday 10.00am-11.00am COFFEE HOUR in the Village Hall
Tuesday 13th November
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (Village Hall)
(Booked places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)
Wednesday 14th November
7.30pm LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (Village Hall)
Annual General Meeting plus chocolate making with Barbara Shaw
Wednesday 21st November
7.30pm LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB (Village Hall)
‘New, Different or Unusual Plants’ (Michael Parry, Thompson &
Morgan)
Tuesday 27th November
7.00pm-9.00pm WI CRAFT EVENING (Village Hall)
[Making Christmas decorations]. All ladies in the village welcome.
Wednesday 28th November
7.30pm VILLAGE HALL AGM (Village Hall)
Tuesday 4th December
7.30pm LEVINGTON 2012 DIGITAL FILM SHOW (Village Hall)
Thursday 6th December
7.30pm LEVINGTON HISTORY CLUB (Village Hall) ‘The History
of Father Christmas’
Tuesday 11th December
12.30pm CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON CLUB (Village Hall)
(Booked places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)
Wednesday 12th December
7.30pm LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE with Tim Matthews
from the local Artisan Smokehouse.

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 6th NOVEMBER 2012
The Chairman welcomed the County Councillor, PCSO Hillman and 3
residents.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien).
Mrs. O’Brien reported on the proposal to collaborate and merge the
Suffolk and Cambridgeshire Fire Authorities. There will be full public
consultation on the option to merge these authorities. She reported on
Felixstowe Fire Station and said the first phase of the crewing
reduction from 12 to 8 full time firemen had been successful. The next
stage of the changes will be to move to a ‘nucleus crewed model’ involving
a further reduction in full-time firemen from 8 down to 4. Mrs. O’Brien
stressed that the changes are being phased with care. The new fire
station at Ransomes Europark has opened with 3 fire engines and an aerial
appliance to add resilience to the Felixstowe area. On the Future BackOffice Requirements for Suffolk County Council a formal procurement
process for the provision of Finance, HR, ICT (information and
communication technology), and services to schools will commence. The
current contract with Customer Services Direct (BT) ends 2014.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer).
Mrs. Falconer reported on various meetings, hearings and conferences
she has attended recently. On planning, she referred to the increase in
planning applications for solar panel parks. Three have so far been applied
for: Parham Airfield, Church Farm, Hacheston and Stratton Hall Farm at
Levington. Mrs. Falconer commented on the Planning Inspector’s
Examination meetings on the Local Development Framework Core
Strategy.
Police Report [from PC Paul Smith and PCSO Andi Hillman] Reported
crimes between 2nd September and 28th October. (1) 12 September – rear
car window smashed in the Creek car park. Nothing stolen. (2) 20
September – Bridge Road during daylight hours unknown offenders
entered an insecure garage and stole cycles from within. (3) 20
September – Bridge Road during darkness hours unknown offenders
entered the rear garden of a detached property and forced open the
door of a wooden shed damaging it in the process. (4) 20 September –
Bridge Road during darkness hours unknown offenders removed two panes
of glass from a greenhouse on an agricultural research establishment and
smashed another. (5) 14 October – Bridge Road during darkness hour’s
unknown offenders drove a vehicle from the carriageway onto a piece of
manicured grass causing tyre marks and rutting.

[No further lines of enquiry on all these five incidents]

FINANCE

Bank balances at 31/10/12 reconciled to bank statements.
Finance sub-committee will meet to review half-year and
to consider 2013/14 budget and precept. Income since the
last parish council meeting was noted and expenditure
agreed. The External Audit of the accounts has been
completed by BDO and they have signed the Annual
Return. They commented everything was in accordance
with proper practices & no matters had come to attention
giving rise for concern that relevant legislation and
regularity requirements had not been met. [The Parish

Council place on record their grateful thanks to Marian
Rose, our dedicated Finance and Parish Clerk for a clean
audit. She always attends to the parish council business
and finances in a very professional and efficient manner.
Locality Budget

Pilots Way and
Beech Trees

Jubilee Group
Councillor Reports

Our County Councillor, Patricia O’Brien, has kindly
confirmed £500 is available to this parish council from
her County Council locality budget. The Finance subcommittee will meet shortly to consider ideas.
The owners of Hill Cottage had written to the parish
council with concerns that the beech trees were too close
to a sewer. Parish councillors undertook a site visit with
Anglian Water and enquiries made to the AW technical
team. A Field Technician carried out measurements of the
sewer depth. Based on the information received the parish
council considered it unnecessary to take any further
action. The owners of Hill Cottage have been advised.
The Group reported a surplus of funds. A proposal has
been received for a ‘Jubilee’ weathervane on Village Hall.
Cllr. Pat Pryke gave a parish transport update.
Noted the year end statement provided by Louise
Overbury for the Almshouses and Cllr. Angus reported.
Cllr. David Pryke reported on Village Hall matters.
Cllr. Angus reported on Nacton School matters.
Cllr. Hopkins reported on local coastal and footpath
matters. Meeting arranged with those involved & Natural
England on orchid meadows. Work to clear the sluice gate
at the Creek to be done late January.

Planning
Applications

(1)

C12/0639/Levington Hall, wind turbines. [The Parish

Council had raised ‘points in the planning permission
notice’ with the District Council. A ‘holding reply’ was
received by SCDC on 25 October.

(2)

An ‘Official Complaint’ letter has also been agreed and
is to be sent to SCDC.
C/12 0554 & 0555. Hill Cottage, Church Lane. [Parish

Council had sent a letter to Head of Planning at SCDC
22/8/12 raising queries and concerns i.e. that planning
officers had ignored a specific request of the parish
council to be re-consulted regarding any changes to
the plans and why since this is an historic ‘listed’
village house the planning decision was not referred
to the South Development Control (planning)
committee but just dealt with by planning officers. A
‘holding reply’ has been received from SCDC pending a
fuller explanation.
(3)

C/12/1328. Shed for horticultural use on land north
of junction of Bridge Road/Felixstowe Road,
Levington [Previous planning application approved.

(4)

C/12/2059 Land at Walk Farm, Croft Lane, Stratton
Hall – Development of solar energy farm. Application
for development of solar photovoltaic panels and
ancillary works incl. inverter housings, access tracks,
security fencing and cameras. [The solar energy

Applicant now put in revised plans for consideration}

company – Solarcentury – held an ‘open information
day’ on 29/10/12 in Levington Village Hall so that the
proposed plans for this Solar Park scheme at Stratton
Hall Farm by the A14 could be viewed]. [Parish Council
agreed to support the plans at their planning
committee on 1/11/12 but with ‘conditions’.
C12/1930 Trinity Park. The County Councillor has objected
to outline planning application for the development of 300
houses at Trinity Park contravening planning policies and
impact on road network in the area.

VILLAGE FORUM

A resident asked if the Parish Council knew of a ‘free shuttle’ bus to
serve the route between the new John Lewis/Waitrose stores and
the centre of Ipswich. [Cllr. Pat Pryke made enquiries after the

meeting but there is no known proposal. The FIRST 76 and 77
revised bus services do now pass the site].
-------------------REPLACEMENT DOG BIN
The Parish Council has contacted
Suffolk Coastal District Council regarding the state of the dog bin
in Pilot’s Way. The District Council have agreed to install a new one
at their expense.

The owners of the bus cafe that was sited in the big layby
on the Old A45 near Levington Bridge decided that they could not
make a go of the site and so the father and son team sold it on to
another trader. At first he could see it was not going to do
sufficient trade in that location and took it away. However, lately,
under the new management it has returned. They have agreed to
keep the lay-by clean and a parish councillor has given them some
equipment to help them do this. The bus owners have hired a toilet
and so we hope the area can be kept litter and chemically free.
FLOWER SHOW CHILDREN’S CLASSES Space in the September
edition did not allow the publication of all the prize winners in the
Levington Flower Show but we would like to add that in the ‘Create a
Flag’ children’s class Rachel Vickery was the worthy winner and
came first in the 10-15 years old section and Hal Ottley came first
in the 9yrs and under section. Well done to both Rachel and Hal.
SPEEDING TRAFFIC The Police advise that a ‘speed recording’
device will be placed in Bridge Road to ‘track’ the number of
vehicles that are travelling over the speed limit and when. Also,
distributed with this newsletter, the Police have provided the
yellow and black stickers which can usefully be placed around the
home.

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
Coming up – a history ‘festive’ illustrated talk for the Christmas season

THURSDAY 6th DECEMBER
7.30pm in the Village Hall

‘THE HISTORY OF FATHER CHRISTMAS’
with Dr. Pat Murrell
Pat gives many talks and lectures to organisations as well as local Record
Offices. The benevolent and benign image of Father Christmas owes much
to his profile imbued in the 19th century. Based on legends and customs,
this talk looks behind the white beard, red outfit and genial character of
that portly gentleman who descends down family chimneys on Christmas
Eve to fill stockings, and devour endless mince pies and glasses of sherry
left as offerings!
We may not have sherry on the night but we might run to some hot punch
and seasonal refreshments!
£3.00 on the door
£1.00 for History Club members
ALL WELCOME

LEVINGTON, AS ALWAYS READY TO REMEMBER
The poignancy of a village’s simple but sincere homage to people who
in our own parish gave their all to defend freedom will return (or
will have returned by the time you read this) again to Levington’s
War Memorial in St. Peter’s Churchyard on Sunday 11th November
because Levington does not forget – not ever. November is the time
of the year when many wear a red poppy in memory of those who
sacrificed their lives for us during wars. The eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month marks the signing of the
Armistice, on 11th November 1918, to signal the end of World War
One. At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns of the Western Front
fell silent after more than four years continuous warfare. In
Levington, as in countless years gone by we will remember at the
3.00pm Remembrance Service in St. Peter’s Church on Sunday 11th
November.
The "Last Post" is traditionally played to introduce the two minute
silence in Remembrance Day ceremonies. It is usually played on a
bugle. (In military life, 'The Last Post' marks the end of the day
and the final farewell.) The sounding of "Reveille" (or, more
commonly, "The Rouse"), ends the two minute silence, followed by
the recitation of the "Ode of Remembrance”. This year, as last
year, Tony our village postman has kindly agreed to play for us.
After the service, in the Village Hall. Rosanne Girling will oversee
welcome refreshments. Derek Girling will put on a display
commemorating the Battle of El Alamein. It is the 70th anniversary
of this 14 day battle which was deemed to have been the turning
point in WWII. More than 4,000 Allied servicemen lost their lives
and almost 9,000 were wounded in the combat that saw General
Montgomery's troops defeat German general Erwin Rommel's Afrika
Korps.

HARVEST SUPPER 5th OCTOBER

The traditional Harvest Supper (organised by the Flower Show
committee) on Friday 5th October was a great success. Thanks to all
those who helped make it so. We value the chance the community
has to come together on such occasions enjoying a delicious meal
and we didn’t forget to bring our own drinks! Its funny how as the
evening goes on the chatter gets louder and the laughter more
raucous! This event proves more popular as the years go by and
tickets sell out quickly. Along with the food and drink there was fun
for all and brain teasers in the form of table quizzes. Of course,
during the evening, we fondly remembered Max Ralph who was such
a huge part of Harvest Supper over the years especially when it
came to the Levington bingo games. But here we must thank David
Long for so ably carrying on the tradition and the efforts he put in
with his own version of calling out the numbers! Apart from all the
fun and laughter funds raised help towards the expenses of the
annual Flower Show and also out of profits £220.00 was put into
Village Hall funds to go towards the proposed extension. A big thank
you to everyone who supported Harvest Supper.

[David, Mick and Samantha ensuring
everything went well with the bingo
calling!]

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
A seasonal reminder worth repeating
It’s that time of year again – the clocks have gone back and preparations
are being made for the coming winter. Darker nights and inclement
weather provide perfect cover for both the opportunist thief and their
harder-nosed friends. It is in our best interests and those of our
neighbours not to attract unwelcome attention. Emphasis on the above,
particularly unlocked cars containing attractive valuables, insecure
garages and outbuildings, open windows and unlocked doors are all ‘open
invitations’ to the uninvited. Security measures need not be a chore if
carried out as routine and by instinct. All family members can take part.
Keeping your home and possessions safe Police advise that most
burglaries are committed by opportunist criminals who happen to see
insecure premises where they can help themselves to property inside. In
most cases a crime could have been prevented. These are a few of a
number of precautions that can be taken:
• Fit secure locks to all doors and fit a door chain or bar
• Fit visible window locks including rear or side windows and those
above a low roof
• Use timer switches to turn on lights and radios when you are out to
give the impression that your home is occupied
• Be alert to strangers loitering in the vicinity, if in doubt call the
police
• Never leave spare keys in a hiding place such as under a doormat, in
a flowerpot or inside the letterbox
• Leave garages and sheds locked and consider fitting alarms to them
• Fit a strong lockable gate across side passages
• Keep valuable garden equipment, furniture and other items locked
in a shed overnight or when you are away
• Ensure that valuables are suitably marked (more about this and
(‘SmartWater) in a future NW report). If not practicable take
photos of any valuable items and a note of any serial numbers.
Ensure that handbags, wallets, mobile ‘phones and car keys are kept
safely in your bedroom at night. Some thieves enter houses
purposely for car keys just to take cars that are outside on the
driveway
Have a happy, safe and secure Christmas.
[Bob Hardwick – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator]

WE JOINED THE WORLD’S LARGEST
COFFEE MORNING TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE MACMILLAN
NURSES
It was a lovely sunny day for my MacMillan Cake and Coffee Morning
and there was a good turn-out of supporters both from our villagers
and friends from many of the Groups to which I belong. They were
able to sit outside and also explore the garden which was looking its
autumnal best.
I had no idea how many people would come. And as I gave up baking
when I retired I wasn’t sure my lapsed skills for making cakes would
be up to it. So I was really grateful to receive cakes from others.
Thinking positively I made a couple of different cakes each day for
a week beforehand – lemon drizzle, carrot cake, fruit cake, and
gluten free gingerbread and apple cake. I had no disasters and
everyone ‘oohed’ and ‘aahed’ so my confidence in baking was
restored. Together with the contributed cakes they all disappeared
if not into stomachs then into bags to take home. Interestingly the
gluten free ones were just as popular as the others. Diane’s Jaffa
cake was also a wow!
Thanks to all who made and contributed cakes and to those who
were unable to attend and sent donations. And special thanks to
Diane and Cynthia who helped on the day.
We made the grand sum of £276.00.

(Nancy Matthews)

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
The next meeting of the Gardening Club
will be at

7.30pm in the Village Hall on
WEDNESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER

‘NEW, DIFFERENT OR UNUSUAL PLANTS’
with Michael Parry of Thompson & Morgan
EVERYONE WELCOME
£3.00 on the door – refreshments included
Raffle prizes welcomed.

VILLAGE HALL AGM
Another year has gone by and please note the Village Hall Trustees
will be holding the Village Hall AGM at 7.30pm on Wednesday 28th
November in the Village Hall. Residents are very welcome and
encouraged to attend.
The Hall is nowadays a well used facility where a variety of
activities take place. But such a venue needs continual maintenance,
renewed equipment and enough funds to pay the bills. So do come
along and listen or get involved if you can and see how this valuable
village asset is getting along.

CHALARA DIEBACK OF ASH [CHALARA FRAXINEA]
ASH TREE DISEASE
Chalara dieback of ash is a disease of ash trees caused by a fungus.
The disease causes leaf loss and crown dieback in affected tress,
and can lead to tree death. It is now known that ash trees in nearby
Great Glenham, Suffolk have the disease. It would be helpful if
residents and owners of large areas of land with woodland could look
out for affected trees in woodlands and hedgerows.
Details of signs and symptoms can be found on the Forestry
Commission website www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara but generally are
leaf loss and dieback, leaves can suffer wilting and black-brownish
discolouration, dieback of shoots and twigs, and lens shaped lesions
appear on the bark of stems and branches which can appear as a
brownish to grey discolouration.
If you do suspect an ash tree to have this disease then please
• do not take samples
• make a note of the exact location
• if you find a suspected tree then do not go to another site in
the same clothes or boots
• report you findings immediately to one of the following
1. Forest Research Tree Health Diagnostic and Advisory Service
Tel: 01420 23000. E: ddas.ah@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
2. Forestry Commission Plant Health Service
Tel: 0131 314 6414. E: plant.health@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
3. Fera Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate
Tel: 01904 465625. E: planthealth.info@fera.gsi.gov.uk
There is also a free ‘app’ for smart phones called AshTag to help
identify the symptoms and send a notification of a suspect tree.
This is a serious threat to our ash trees so please be vigilant for
any signs of the disease.
[David Long, Tree Warden]

SUFFOLK POLICE AND CRIME PANEL
Our County Councillor, Patricia O'Brien, has been elected to head
the first Suffolk Police and Crime Panel. This is the official
watchdog for the new Police and Crime Commissioner who will be
elected this month.
----------------------------

FIRE SAFETY IN THE HOME leaflet
You will read elsewhere in this newsletter about the financial cuts in
the Suffolk Fire and Rescue budget causing them to make savings
wherever possible. To this end senior management and County
Councillors have been reviewing the way the Fire Service is
currently run and is equipped and, yes, there will be concerns in our
local and county area about some of the changes being proposed.
But what can we do to help keep safe and prevent fires? One
obvious thing is to ensure every house has a smoke alarm. Villagers
can also request a ‘Home Safety Check’ via the main Suffolk County
Council switchboard (08456 066 067).
Included with this
newsletter is a leaflet ‘Fire Safety in the Home’. Please take time to
read it.
--------------------------------

Yellow leaves laying down
Mingled with the brown
Falling others of different hue
Telling us that winter’s due!
[A.E. Pomroy]

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Just what do the members of Levington WI get up to between the
monthly meetings? Well read on and you’ll see!!
Suffolk East Federation of WIs (whose office is in Orford Street,
Ipswich) had urged East Suffolk WI members to apply for
bursaries that were available and member Beverley Chalcraft in the
village did exactly that. Following a ballot, we are very pleased to
say that Beverley was successful and won a bursary! This can be
used on a course of her choice at the WI Denman College which is in
Oxfordshire. Marian Rose had also recently won a bursary and this
will fund a photography course on ‘Photoshop for beginners’ at
Denman 16th - 18th November.
In the meantime, some members recently enjoyed a beginners
‘Stained Glass’ workshop held at Orford Street, found it addictive
and want to return for the ‘improver’s day’! While others took part
in a Pasta and Pastry course which covered shortcrust, flaky, rough,
puff and delicious choux pastry as well as pasta for ravioli.
Meanwhile you could have seen a group of members possibly dancing
in the aisles as they went to see ‘Dreamboats and Petticoats’ at the
Ipswich Regent on 8th November. This is a jukebox musical
featuring popular songs from the fifties and early sixties. Featuring
classic tracks such as Let’s Dance’ To Know Him is To Love Him;
Shaking all Over; Bobby’s Girl; Only Sixteen; Great Pretender; C’mon
Everybody Let’s Twist Again and many more. Are you remembering
such? Singing along and tapping your feet as you read this?

And now onto the December WI meeting. We look forward to a visit
from Tim Matthews (of the talented team of Tim and Gillian
Matthews) from a fairly new local smokery The Artisan Smokehouse
based at Trimley St. Martin. Will he be bringing some of his award
winning smoked Suffolk fillet steak we wonder? It is supposed to
melt in your mouth and won a 3* Gold Award at the 2010 Great
Taste Awards. There will no doubt be other produce such as cured
meats, fish, cheeses, mushrooms and oil. Tim has been on the Radio
4 Food programme. [Ladies in the village if this interests you and

you are not a WI member we do welcome visitors to our meetings £3.00 on the night].
And on to the January meeting!! Don’t let the onset of winter make
you gloomy! Come and have some fun at the January WI
meeting/party evening with the ‘Mystic BellyDance group’. Shake
off some of those excess calories gained over the Christmas period!
Come and have a go or watch. It’s bound to create some fun and
laughter. During the evening there will also be a finger buffet. So
ladies of Levington don’t miss out. There is always a warm welcome
for you. Our ages range from 21 years to 80+ but whatever our ages
we all enjoy good fun, each other’s company, excellent speakers and
tutors plus organised visits out.
CRAFT CLUB At the request of some of the new members,
Levington WI has recently started a monthly Craft Club held in the
Village Hall. Often there is more than one craft going on the night.
For instance, a small group has been attempting watercolour
painting under the guidance of Dianne Willsteed whilst others have
been enjoying a knit and a chat. Another craft recently attempted
with tutor Jean Shipp was Christmas greenery swags and next time
on Tuesday 27th November from 7.00pm-9.00pm those attending
can have a go at making Christmas decorations. Although this Craft
Club has been instigated by the WI other ladies in the village are
very welcome to come along.
The cost depends on numbers
attending on the night but is normally about £2.00 each to help
cover the hire of the Village Hall. DO COME ALONG AND JOIN IN

IF YOU CAN.

'PHIL-A-BAG' CLOTHES COLLECTION
Thank you to all those who gave generously to the 'Phil-a-bag'
clothes collection in aid of Nacton Primary School. In all we
collected 70 bags from Levington and Stratton Hall. They have now
gone to the processors who have yet to tell us the weight and
therefore the value!
We hope to repeat the exercise every 6 months, so please keep all
unwanted clothes, bedding, bags, shoes (plus used ink cartridges and
unwanted mobile phones) until we call again in approximate April
2013.
If, in the meantime, you are having a clear-out and cannot wait for
our next collection, please give Ian Angus a ring (659249) and he
will collect the bags and store them. Again our thanks.

[Parish Councillor Ian Angus]
---------------------

MONDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR
It is about this time of year that Jo Wenham and Mags Pilgrim take
a well earned rest for a few months over the winter period from
running the popular Monday morning coffee hour in the Village Hall.
So after wonderful service by them over the last seven and a half
months all is not lost. We have two lovely volunteers to take coffee
hour through the rest of the autumn and winter months – namely
HELEN AND THERESA. So we thank them and Jo and Mags because
this enables villagers to continue to enjoy their Monday morning
coffee and chat. It’s a real institution in the village now!

AND SOON - CHRISTMAS...Lots to do in the next
few weeks with extra for some e.g. putting up the Christmas trees
and decorations in the Village Hall and St. Peter’s Church; cooking
that extra special Christmas meal for the December Luncheon Club
……
As for your Editor, now that she has got the newsletter out she
turns her attention to cooking for village Christmas events, not
forgetting her own Christmas puds and cake before thinking its
time to consider those New Year resolutions again!
We hope you have enjoyed another year of your parish council
newsletters – been informed and enlightened and even amused at
times. The Parish Chairman, Councillors and Clerk would like to wish
you a pleasant break over the Christmas period and good health and
well being for 2013.
2013 RESOLUTIONS
Resolutions for 2013? Surely its way too early? Well maybe not too
early if it involves thinking about, or will be difficult or serious. But
here’s a few ideas …

Come January join a village organisation – the Women’s
Institute, Gardening Club or History Club would love to see
and welcome you
If you thought coffee mornings were not for you come and be
surprised by calling in at the Village Hall on a Monday morning
at 10.00am for the village coffee hour. There will always be
somewhere there you know.
Make it this year you spend a couple of hours helping at the
parish litter pick or churchyard clear up mornings if you can.

THE LEVINGTON 2012
CHRISTMAS DIGITAL
FILM SHOW
Please join David and Derek in Levington Village Hall
at
7.30pm on 4th DECEMBER 2012
as they present the popular annual Levington
Christmas Digital Film Show to celebrate many of
the happenings in Levington over the past year.
As always, expect to see some stunning local nature
photography taken in the parish and images by not
only David and Derek but from several of our other
talented village photographers as well. And, of
course, this year you can see many images from the
Jubilee event and Flower Show whereas the
newsletter could only find room for a few.

Scrumptious seasonal refreshments in
the interval.
[£3.00 entrance on the door. Raffle prizes
welcomed]
Proceeds of the evening will go towards the Village
Hall Extension Fund

COME AND ENJOY A RELAXING, ENTERTAINING
EVENING.

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on
TUESDAY 15th JANUARY 2013
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
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David Long (Chairman) 659342
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John Bailey 655023
Nick Hopkins 659273
Louise Mann 659538
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Parish Clerk – Marian Rose 659638 - merosepc@virginmedia.com
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Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
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