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Dear Villager - Welcome to the first newsletter of 2013.
----------------------------------------------------------------------MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH CHAIRMAN (David Long)
I hope you have all recovered from the excesses of the festive
season and wish you a HAPPY NEW YEAR.
Looking back over 2012 it has been yet another busy year for the
Parish Council. As well as attending the bi-monthly full parish council
meetings most councillors are also members of other committees
and sub-groups. Many also attend meetings outside the village with
an eye on what is going on around us. We remain a strong, focused
and organised team aiming to do the best for our parishioners. We
have listened to our residents (especially on the wind turbines and
solar farm applications), discussed, debated and reached agreement
and taken action on a myriad of subjects. These include finance,
planning, environment, footpaths and numerous others. And 2012
was the year we achieved sourcing the funding and seeing the
project of the Almshouses Parking Bay come to fruition. My thanks
to all parish councillors and parish clerk and to you, our community,
for your support. We have always been inspired by the number of
ready volunteers that makes this village the caring community that
it is. I know we couldn’t achieve what we do without a tremendous
amount of hard work, dedication and juggling of lives and priorities
on every councillor’s part and a certain sacrifice by our families. I
hope we continue to work together this coming year to serve you
and this parish, a uniquely special place and somewhere we are proud
to live.
And of course looking forward into 2013 - BOREDOM IS
VANISHED IN LEVINGTON! Just look through this newsletter
and see how much is planned and will be going on during 2013 in the
village.
The village organisations have published their 2013
programmes. So don’t be a stay-at-home and stuck for something to
do – come out and join in.

[David Long – Parish Council Chairman]

PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER GAINS
ANOTHER COUNTY AWARD

[Pat receiving the framed award certificate from SALC Executive
committee member Cllr. John Barker].
During the last 10 years we have all become used to receiving the
Levington and Stratton Hall Newsletter through our letterbox
every other month. This enables us all to be aware of what topics
the Parish Council is considering and deciding. It also informs us all
of current subjects of relevance from our County and District
Councillors, and our local police officers. But the Newsletter
provides much more. There are numerous articles on parish
organisation activities, public service notices and forthcoming
events so that we may participate in and enjoy whatever takes our
interest. We can also enjoy the many photographs which illustrate
each edition. The Newsletter requires constant work throughout
the year. Once you receive your Newsletter you can rest assured
that the next edition is already being worked on, and often the ones
beyond that as seasonal influences are taken into account.

This is in addition to last minute changes close to production time as
important news articles need to be included. We are extremely
fortunate in having in our community Pat Pryke who produces and
also arranges both printing and delivery of our Newsletter.
During November we learned that our Newsletter had been awarded
a coveted second place in our county of Suffolk by the Suffolk
Association of Local Councils in tough competition with other
smaller parishes. On behalf of us all I congratulate Pat on her fine
and well deserved achievement of the award, and thank her for all
her editorial skill and effort from which we all benefit.

[David Long - Chairman, Parish Council]
-----------------------------KEEPING YOU INFORMED Local newsletters/magazines such as
our parish council newsletter and the church parish magazine are a
much appreciated part of community life. They play an important
role keeping people informed, entertained and up-to-date with what
is happening locally. We hope you continue to enjoy reading them
during the coming year and if you know anyone outside the village
who would like to receive a copy then they can subscribe at £6.00 a
year (to cover production cost and stamps). Please advise the
Editor, Pat Pryke.
------------------------SURVIVING WINTER APPEAL
Working with Age UK Suffolk, the Suffolk Foundation aims to help
even more older people to keep warm during cold winter months. If
you know of any older people, living in Suffolk, that would benefit
from a Surviving Winter donation from this year’s appeal then
contact Age UK directly on 01473 359911. If you would like to
donate your Winter Fuel Payment or make a donation please call the
Suffolk Foundation directly on 01473 602602 or for further
information
visit
The
Suffolk
Foundation’s
website
www.suffolkfoundation.org.uk
To donate online visit www.localgiving.com/suffolksurvivingwinter

RHS BRITAIN IN BLOOM – LEVINGTON NOMINATION
The ‘Britain in Bloom’ movement began in 1963 after Roy Hay MBE, a
horticultural journalist, had visited France on holiday during the
Fleursissement de France. He was so impressed that he persuaded
the British Tourist Authority to set up a committee that ran a
piloted Britain in Bloom campaign in 1963 which went national in
1964.
Since then Britain in Bloom has grown considerably,
responsibility for which was taken over by the Tidy Britain Group in
1983, and since 2002 has been fully run by the Royal Horticultural
Society. Britain in Bloom comprises 18 regions 12 of which are in
England.
Anglia in Bloom is one of these 12 regions and comprises the six
counties of Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, Hertfordshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk. Each year communities in the region including
villages, towns and cities are invited to participate in competition
for awards in their categories. As a result a small number of those
that have done best in selected categories are nominated for entry
into Britain in Bloom.
On past performance Levington has been selected to represent
Anglia in Bloom in the small village category of Britain in Bloom
2013. The closing date for acceptance is within the next two weeks.
Regrettably the Levington ‘Bloomers’ team is much depleted and
at present there is insufficient support to enable the village to
accept the invitation as an entrant in Britain in Bloom. More
volunteers are needed to join the team to assist with various
activities, including providing photographs and compiling a portfolio,
helping with keeping the village tidy and presentable, getting
involved in new community projects, dealing with the media and
being present on judging day to coordinate arrangements and meet
the judges. Judging day would be between 29th July and 9th August.
If you think you can help please contact Pat Pryke or Bob Hardwick
as soon as possible.

PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET, OUR PRECEPT AND TAX BASE
Each January the Parish Council considers the expenditure for the
current year [our budget] to make sure we are within our agreed
expenditure. We then look at what money we need for the following
year, set budgets for this, and this becomes our precept. We then
notify Suffolk Coastal District Council of this amount and they
collect this money for us through the Council Tax. The financial
contributions are made by each household within our two parishes,
and this is known as our tax base. This year the government
introduced a new Localised Council Tax Support scheme [LCTS] that
takes effect from 1 April 2013. This scheme is linked to the
reduction of the national debt, welfare reforms, and localism. The
impact of rebates on Council Tax will now fall locally on the District
and Parish Councils and not on the government as it was previously.
The consequence of this is that our tax base for 2013, and onwards,
will be reduced by £163. The government has agreed to provide a
grant of £163 in 2013/14 to cover the cost of this shortfall.
However, this is for one year only so, if we accept it, we need to
budget for the recovery of this amount in future years. The Parish
Council has agreed that we need an annual budget/precept of
£6000 for 2013/14, an increase of £200 on the current year.
However, to incorporate this amount PLUS recover the recurrent
shortfall on our tax base, we need to set a budget/precept for
£6200 for 2013/14 and claim the government grant.
Just in case you wonder, none of this money goes to your parish
councillors who are not reimbursed for any of their time nor their
expenses. We appreciate this is a large % increase in one year, and
higher than we would have liked to have made. This amounts to a
modest financial contribution by council tax payers [on average
about 1p per day per household] at a time of financial strain for us
all, but the Parish Council believes this will place our finances on a
sound basis for the future and enable us to continue our work and
support to our residents.

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
PROGRAMME FOR 2013
Levington Gardening Club meets at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall unless otherwise stated and the
charge is £3 per head payable at the door. Meetings feature expert
speakers who sometimes bring with them plants for sale. There is
normally an outing arranged during the year so watch village
noticeboards and village newsletter for further details.
Wednesday 16th January
‘Henstead Exotic Garden’ with Andrew Brogan

[Unfortunately this evening’s event had to be cancelled due to
the adverse weather]
Wednesday 20th March
‘Hardy Geraniums and other Perennials’ with Matthew Tanton-Brown
Wednesday 15th May
‘Garden Birds – RSPB’
Saturday 22nd June - OUTING TO RHS WISLEY
Saturday 13th July
Levington Flower and Produce Show (start time 3.00pm) in the
Village Hall
Wednesday 17th July - A walk around gardens in the village
Wednesday 2nd October
‘Around the Garden Shows’
Wednesday 20th November
‘Making Holly Wreaths and Christmas Decorations’

Further information can be obtained from:
Marian Rose (01473 659638) or Caroline Young (01473 659547)

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB

ANOTHER EVENT NOT TO BE MISSED!
make a note in your diaries!
We have been fortunate to book one of Suffolk’s
well-known historians
FRANK GRACE
for a talk on his much acclaimed published book

‘RAGS AND BONES’
A study of the St. Clement’s area of Ipswich in the
1880s when residents living around Duke Street,
Fore Hamlet, Rope Walk areas battled against
crime, poverty and disease. Frank will talk about his
book and no doubt tell heart-rending stories of
Ipswich families. Tissues will be provided!!
7.30pm THURSDAY 28th FEBRUARY

in the Village Hall
EVERYONE WELCOME
On the door £3.00 non-members
£1.00 Local History Club members
(to include refreshments)

SIZEWELL ‘C’’ NEW NUCLEAR POWER
STATION
You may have read in the press about the proposals for a third
nuclear power station on the Suffolk Coast – Sizewell ‘C’. This is
said to be able to generate enough electricity to supply one in five
homes in Britain and would make an important contribution to the
UK’s future energy needs. EDF Energy have begun the formal
consultation process for this and are discussing their plans with
local communities in Suffolk and with stakeholders. For this area,
EDF held an open public day at Nacton Village Hall on Friday 14th
December. Several Levington parish councillors took the opportunity
to attend and looked at the overall proposals for the build; the
options for the associated development needed to support the
construction and/or operation of the power station; and the
potential effects on the local community. Make no mistake; the
building of this new nuclear power station will be a massive
undertaking and operation over many years. Suffolk will certainly
know that it is going on! New access roads will be built to bring
workers and materials to the site during the construction; land will
be designated for storing building materials, equipment, and
excavated material. Some of the construction workforce will live at
home and commute (about 34%). A large campus with
accommodation and leisure facilities will be built near the site for
the remaining 66% (about 2,000-3,000). Two new Park and Ride
facilities will be built near the A12 (one north, one south of
Sizewell) to bus workers to the construction site. There will be rail
improvements and a new Visitor Centre. You may say how does this
affect us? Well, although some construction material will be
freighted by sea and rail there are also proposals to create Lorry
Parks. The forecast is for between 100-300 lorry/HGVs deliveries
per day to and from the site in the years of peak construction.
Holding lorries in Lorry Parks will help manage vehicle flow. EDF’s
preference is to have the lorry park at one of the proposed park
and ride sites (Wickham Market).

An alternative site would have to be a standalone site which EDF
say could ultimately be used for Operation Stack. [Therefore a site
with a legacy!]. They have identified three site options for a
standalone lorry park – Orwell Crossing Lorry Park on the A14
(West) or (East) of the site and the fields opposite the Seven Hills
Crematorium near the T-junction with the A1156 Felixstowe Road –
the site being accessed off the Old A45 Levington/Felixstowe
Road. And that is why Levington parish councillors were so keen to
attend the ‘open’ consultation day at Nacton Village Hall!
It recently came to the notice of our Parish Council that Therese
Coffey MP was holding a series of consultation meetings concerning
the proposed development of Sizewell C. Initially, she was not
holding any in our area but all meetings were to be held around the
Woodbridge, Yoxford, Middleton, Leiston areas. Since three
possible site options for a lorry park are identified in our area we
thought this should be rectified and that our MP could personally
inform us of her opinions and her response to the consultation. With
the kind assistance and co-ordination of our District Councillors an
informal meeting, at short notice, has been set up for Friday 18th
January with our six local parishes.
------------------------------POTHOLES
Tony Pomroy had alerted the council re. various potholes on
Bunifer’s Hill going out of the village towards Nacton. He felt they
were becoming decidedly larger and if left could become hazardous.
Another problem noticed was the lack of drainage slots being
maintained on Nacton, Road, Levington which resulted in flooding of
the road in early November. Tony had attempted to clear some of
the slots to enable the water to drain away but with the increased
traffic at the moment this was rather a risky task! The Parish Clerk
has acted on the information and alerted the relevant authorities.

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Levington WI gained several new members last year. The WI is enjoying
a resurgence here as well as up and down the country. Is it because of
the gentle comedy ‘Calendar Girls’ film that raised the WI profile? Or if
you talk to our new members (in their 20s/30s) they like the WI for its
fun, friendship, learning new skills and being part of the community. If
you have always thought this is not the kind of thing you’d ever belong to
then trying out a WI night might just surpass your expectations of what
a WI meeting is like. Our age range? 20s to 80s! You will see a very varied
programme of talks, demos and cookery evenings below. Come and give
Levington WI a try. New members/visitors always welcome.
The 2013 programme for Levington WI is:
9th January
13th February
13th March
10th April
8th May

– Party evening with ‘Mystic Belly Dancing’
– ‘Masai Mara’ with Paul Sawer
- ‘History of Butley Priory’ with Sheila Harrison
- ‘Fabric Flowers’ with Vicki Hease
– ‘Resolutions’ meeting (when we listen, discuss and
debate important issues)
th
12 June
- ‘Members Evening’ (the committee take a night off)
th
10 July
– Visit to ‘The Hut’ at Felixstowe with fish and
chip supper
th
11 September – ‘Atlantic Children’ with Juliet Dearlove
9th October
– ‘Love Food Hate Waste’ with Jane Sago
th
13 November – AGM plus ‘Climbing Mount Everest’ with
Amanda Richmond
th
11 December – ‘God Rest Ye Merry’ with Linda Scoles
All meetings are on Wednesday nights and start at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. For more information or any queries, you can contact Pat Pryke
(President) on 659554; or Diane Willsteed (Secretary) on 659257.

LEVINGTON 2012 CHRISTMAS FILM SHOW
(Part 1)
The scene was set. The Village Hall was warm and welcoming and had
been spectacularly transformed with Christmas decorations and
tree (here a big thank you to those who gave up a morning to put
them up). It was a damp night on 4th December but that did not
deter 60 people turning out to enjoy the annual ‘Levington 2012
Picture Show’. With their generosity the proceeds of £260.00
made on the evening will go towards the Village Hall extension fund.
This included buying raffle tickets for some wonderful prizes (here
a thank you for everyone who kindly donated a prize).
These shows don’t happen without a lot of preparatory work and so
many thanks to David Pryke and Derek Girling and not forgetting
several other villagers whose digital images were included in the
show. The audio visual sequences (February snow images to an
instrumental ‘White Shade of Pale’) and (the Jubilee Big Lunch
images to ‘Celebration Come on’ by Kool and the Gang) were well
received. The latter gave the opportunity to especially thank the
‘super team’ of ladies and helpers who made an enormous effort to
ensure the village Jubilee get-together went well. With the weather
making frantic last minute changes to the venue necessary they
could not have been blamed for running round like headless
chickens! Yes … it was hard work but the organising team came up
trumps and everyone who attended had an excellent time and will
remember the event for many years to come.
Part 2 of the 2012 Show takes place in February. See back inside
cover of this newsletter for further details. So hope to see you all
again soon for the next instalment of the pictorial life of Levington.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Avoid Purse theft
January sales are on and most of us are in a hurry to get the
shopping done, as we are at most times, and it is easy to overlook
personal security. There are simple precautions one can take to
avoid loss:
• Wear a shoulder bag across the front of your body
• Zip up your bag and keep it closed
• Always keep your purse out of sight
• DO NOT leave your handbag on a shopping trolley or pushchair
– HOLD ONTO IT
If people push or bump into you – Check your bag immediately
Beware Local Bank Scam
Recently police issued an urgent warning about a scam to get older
residents to close their existing bank account and transfer their
money into a different account. There have been reports that
‘phone calls have been received from someone claiming to work for a
bank saying that money is being taken illegally from an existing
account or that there has been a problem at the bank and that you
should transfer your funds to a ‘new’ fraudulent account. The caller
may suggest that you don’t contact your bank about the matter or
may give you a false police number – which when called is not the
police but those operating the scam. Fortunately in these cases
customers concerned have reported the incident to the police or
bank officials have been alert and prevented the fraud. If you
receive an unexpected call about your bank account:
Never give out your bank details and always be extremely cautious
when dealing with unknown callers.
Police advise you to hang up if you think you are being targeted.
If you are suspicious about a call contact your bank using the ‘phone
number in a genuine bank statement or from the ‘phone book.

[Bob Hardwick – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator]

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB
An excellent and exciting History Club programme has been put
together for 2013. Although the 2013 programme was published
last May here is a further reminder for your diaries. Meetings
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. VISITORS WELCOME (£3.00 on the
door).
Thursday 28th February
FRANK GRACE (local historian and author of ‘Rags & Bones’) with a
talk on the social history of working class community in 19th century,
Ipswich (based around the St. Clements/Docks district of Ipswich).
Thursday 25th April
AGM, members night and social evening
Thursday 6th June
‘FELIXSTOWE PENINSULA WITH A HISTORY OF
PLACE/STREET NAMES’ with Mike McKeon
Thursday 5th September
The story of archaeological excavations and finds at Lakenheath in
Suffolk incl. Saxon burials and a warrior found along with his sword,
shield, spear and his horse. (Speaker Jo Caruth of the Suffolk
County Council Archaeology Service)
Thursday 5th December
The well known East Anglian author (of ‘Sloightly on th' Huh?)
CHARLIE HAYLOCK with the "History of Spoken English - and
why Suffolk is the most important dialect". He will entertain us
with Suffolk lore and rural dialect as well as inform. This should be
a cracking side-splitting Christmas meeting! Hot Punch on arrival
and seasonal refreshments after the talk.

WE WENT KNITTING MAD!
The turkey’s finally consumed, the Christmas decorations have come
down and the booze has all gone so its time to get back to the
serious job of KNITTING! Jo Wenham sparked a knitting frenzy
when she set villagers a challenge to knit small vests for African
children. Over 100 have been completed so a HUGE thank you. You
can still carry on doing vests but if you would like a change the next
project is to knit woolly hats for Ipswich homeless men. So the
darker colour wools would be appropriate. Here is the pattern using
Double knitting wool and size no. 9 needles
1. Cast on 92 (102, 112) stitches
2. Rib 26 (28, 30) rows in K1, P1 rib
3. Stocking stitch for 26 (28, 30) rows
4. For crown knit all rows
5. K9 (K2 tog. K8) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
6. Knit
7. K8 (K2 tog.. K7) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
8. Knit
9. K7 (K2 tog. K6) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
10. Knit
11. K6 (K2 tog. K5) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
12. Knit
13. K5 (K2 tog. K4) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
14. Knit
15. K4 (K2 tog. K3) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
16. Knit
17. K3 (K2 tog. K2) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
18. Knit
19. K2 (K2 tog. K1) to last 3 sts. K2 tog. K1
20. Knit
21. K2 (K2 tog. K1) to last 3 sts.. K2 tog. K1
Thread wool through stitches and pull tight: sew seam securely.

PARISH NOTICES – coming up….
Every Monday 10.00am-11.00am COFFEE HOUR in the Village Hall
(NB: No known village events between 17th-31st January)
FEBRRUARY
Tuesday 5th February
7.30pm LEVINGTON PICTURE SHOW (PART TWO) in the Village
Hall
Tuesday 12th February
12.30pm LUNCHEON CLUB (Village Hall)
(Booked places only – contact Jo Wenham on 659509)
Wednesday 13th February
7.30pm LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (Village Hall)
‘MASAI MARA’ with Paul Sawer.
Wednesday 27th February
7.00pm-9.00pm LEVINGTON WI CRAFT CLUB (Village Hall)
(all ladies in the village welcome to come along).
Thursday 28th February
7.30pm LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB (Village Hall)
Well known historian, past Suffolk College Lecture and author
FRANK GRACE talks about his book ‘Rags and Bones’ – a social
history of a 19th century working-class community in the Rope
Walk/Fore Hamlet, Duke Street dock area of Ipswich.
Wednesday 6th March
7.15pm PARISH COUNCIL meeting (Village Hall)

SUMMARY OF PARISH COUNCIL 15th JANUARY 2013
The Chairman welcomed four villagers who observed the business of the
Council and thanked them for turning out on such a snowy, icy evening.
County Councillor‘s Report (Mrs O’Brien). Mrs. O’Brien reported that
Suffolk residents are being asked their views in relation to the county’s
Fire and Rescue Service and the possible merger with the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Service. The planned Felixstowe
Academy has been given the green light and work will now start on the
development as the land registration has been completed and legal
contracts exchanged with builders Balfour Beatty. Mrs O’Brien also
reported on the Energy-from-Waste facility – a key component in SCC’s
drive to make Suffolk the greenest county. It was always intended that
EFWF would produce heat as well as electricity. When up and running it
will turn the county’s non-recyclable waste into electricity for Suffolk
and should save £350m over the next 25 years. A £30m project is
proposed to build two commercial greenhouses for growing tomatoes as
part of this project. It could provide 180 jobs and produce 7,500 tonnes
of tomatoes for sale both locally and to supermarket chains. Mrs. O’Brien
advised she shared concerns about the possible lorry park opposite
Nacton Crematorium and was in favour of the Orwell Lorry Crossing site.
District Councillor’s Report (Mrs. Falconer). Mrs. Falconer also
reported on the Sizewell C consultation. She also gave details of changes
to Council Tax benefits to be introduced in April. Reforms are being
made to legislation to give council’s discretion in some discounts, i.e.
councils will be able to charge up to 100% in respect of second homes and
will be able to reduce the discounts awarded of certain classes of empty
homes to encourage them to be brought back into use more quickly. With
regard to the Local Development Framework the Government Inspector
has now requested the District Council to delay consultation on its Main
Modifications until the Regional Spatial Strategy consultation has been
completed. Mrs. Falconer also reported that parishes have been invited
to a Briefing session on future Boundary Changes in Suffolk Coastal on
6th February at SCDC. This could involve a decision to reduce the number
of District Councillors from May 2015. Mrs. Falconer informed on the
application for 40,000 black solar panels to be erected on Stratton Hall
land adjacent to the A14. The planning application is due to be discussed
by the South Development Control committee (Suffolk Coastal’s planning
committee) on 23rd January.

Finance

Locality Budget

Correspondence

Beech Trees
Pilots Way

Bank balances as at 31/12/12 were reconciled to bank
statements. Income and payments noted since the last
Parish Council meeting. Clerk’s salary and expenses from
1/11/12-31/12/12 agreed. 2013/14 budget and precept
agreed (more details elsewhere in this newsletter).
The Parish Council agreed to use the County Councillor’s
Locality Budget of £500 to provide four more salt bins
to be placed at strategic areas around the village.
The Parish Clerk/councillors received 128 items of mail plus
various newsletters/updates since the November parish
council meeting. 41 items of correspondence were sent.
As reported in the November newsletter the Parish
Council having involved Anglia Water technicians were able
to allay the concerns of the owners of Hill Cottage re. the
beech trees thought to be too close to the mains sewer.
Since then concerns have been raised that the tree roots
might have the potential to cause subsidence to their
house. The Parish Council thus felt it necessary and wise
to employ an experienced and qualified arboricultualist,
Martin Minta. After a site visit, his report noted that the
young beech trees had established well and would just
require some minor maintenance over the next year or so.
Given the apparent light nature of the soil there it was
very unlikely that the roots of these trees would result in
problems to the adjacent property. [The Parish Council

would advise the owners of Hill Cottage].
Suffolk County
Council Heritage
Plans

Cllr Louise Mann had done an excellent update report on
SCC’s proposals and deliberations for a purpose built
Heritage Centre. There were four key projects namely:

Heritage Service Development; Digitisation of Suffolk’s
heritage collection; the creation of a new heritage centre
for Suffolk; and a review of the Council’s archaeology
service. A new ‘Heritage Centre’ would replace the
County’s Record Offices and there is the possibility this
could be ‘attached’ to the University Campus Suffolk.

Planning
Applications

(1)

C/12/2541 Erection of limonaia, revision to swimming
pool location and replacement of tennis court Levington Hall [Parish Council supported at planning

meeting 15 January].
(2)

(3)

C/12/2245 Land north of junction of Bridge Road and
Felixstowe Road – erection of shed for horticultural
use. [Permission granted by District Council 4.12.12]
C/12/2059 Land at Walk Farm, Croft Lane, Stratton
Hall – application for the development of solar
photovoltaic panels and ancillary works incl. inverter
housings, access tracks, security fencing and cameras.

[Awaiting decision by District Council at their planning
committee 23/1/13.]
Planning Issues

Councillor
reports

The Parish Council is awaiting responses from the District
Council to official complaint letter re. Levington Hall wind
turbines. The Parish Council has received a reply to their
queries regarding the process of the Hill Cottage planning
application.
Cllr. David Pryke reported on the Village Hall AGM and also
gave an update on the Innocence Farm port-related proposal.
Cllr. Angus reported on outside work completed at the
Almshouses and for Nacton School where he said the Carol
Service had been the best ever with excellent singing.
Cllr. Pat Pryke reported on parish transport and the current
review taking place on the village 163 village bus service.
Cllr. Hopkins, Footpath Officer, reported that work was due
to be undertaken on the Creek sluice gate. Signage had been
improved on some local footpath(s) and possible obstruction
to a local public footpath being looked at by the legal team at
Suffolk County Council. A site visit had also been held with
personnel from the Orwell Park Estate, Natural England
and County Council Rights of Way officer at the orchid
meadow beyond the back of Red House Walk.
Cllrs. Angus and Pat Pryke reported on attending the Suffolk
Association of Local Councils Area Meeting at which the
County Council’s budget for 2013/14 was reported,

VILLAGE FORUM
(1) Mr. Hawtin repeated his request for briars to be cut back on
Pilots Way. [Parish Council advised this work would be

incorporated with other maintenance in Trickers Wood].
(2) Mr. Hardwick suggested a tawny owl nest box might be more
appropriate than a barn owl box. [Parish Council advised that the

offer was for free Barn Owl boxes as part of the ‘Bringing Back
Suffolk Barn Owl’ scheme by Suffolk Wildlife Trust].
(3) Mr. Tomlinson, via email to the Parish Council, had raised the
subject of dog poo bags having seen a press report that dog poo
bags were an urban answer to an urban problem. Some rural
county councils request walkers to simply remove any poo left by
dogs from the path and throw it into the undergrowth – a
‘natural’ solution to the problem. Thus rural paths don’t need bags
at all. The anomaly is that there are no poo bags in the middle of
the village where there is nowhere to throw the poo. [The Parish

Council decided to continue to supply bins and bags as they have
done - thus no change in policy].
------------------‘BRINGING BACK SUFFOLK’S BARN OWL’ INITIATIVE
Resident Michael Matthews had notified the Parish Council of the
Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s ‘Barn Owl Box’ programme whereby free
barn owl boxes could be requested for installation on ‘community
land’. [Parish Councillors agreed to contact SWT if a suitable site

could be found]
-------------Police Report - One crime reported between 29/10/12 and
09/01/13 - at Levington Creek on 25 November 2012. During
daylight hour’s unknown offenders have smashed the front
passenger window of a vehicle parked in the creek car park. A
handbag containing various items has been stolen from within. No
further lines of enquiry.

2012 - WHAT A YEAR!
At the big ‘Jubilee Lunch’ day 150 people sat down to a hog roast
lunch, washed down with copious glasses of … something!! …. whilst
being waited on by a splendid team of organisers and serenaded by a
brass band. It got us all chatting to one another and you told us how
much you enjoyed the event. What a great community spirit there
was … and can we do it again sometime!!!!
Our Parish Chairman helped plant a ‘Jubilee’ oak tree at Scotts.
Our parish council newsletter again won a coveted county award.
Your generosity with others ensured the St. Peter’s Church Organ
Appeal surpassed itself and will be renovated soon.
Then we had the Olympics and Paralympics …. And our own
Olympics church service and Olympic games in the churchyard
afterwards.
In amongst all these happy events let’s not forget those in the
village and their families where 2012 was not perhaps the best of
years with some not in the best of health or sadly passed on.
So that’s it for 2012. Here’s to 2013 – oh and the prospect of a new
Royal baby!
--------------------------------DID YOU KNOW ………..
The Seven Hills mounds beside the Ipswich-Felixstowe road/Seven
Hills roundabout traditionally cover those slain in a battle between
the Danes and the Saxons. They are said to be the graves of the
East Anglians under their lord, the Earl Ulfcytel, who were
massacred by the Danish forces after a bloody fight in the early
11th century.

[Source: White's 'History, Gazetteer & Directory of Suffolk'
(1885), p.507.]

CHURCH NOTICES – coming up ….
Sunday 20th January
10.00pm MORNING PRAYER (led by Rev. Harry Stalker)
Sunday 27th January
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (led by Roy Tricker)
Sunday 3rd February
10.00am FAMILY HOLY COMMUNION (led by Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 10th February
3.00pm EVENSONG (led by Rev. Christopher Courtauld)
Sunday 17th February
10.00am MORNING PRAYER (led by Roy Tricker)
Sunday 24th February
10.00am ALL AGE WORSHIP (led by Rev. Derek King)
Sunday 3rd March
10.00am FAMILY COMMUNION (led by Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 10th March (MOTHERING SUNDAY)
3.00pm MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE (led by Rev. Canon Grant)
Sunday 17th March
10.00am MORNING PRAYER (led by Roy Tricker)

[Note: Meeting monthly in various homes there is a BIBLE STUDY
GROUP in Levington. using the Panorama Bible Study Course. It is
led by the Rev. Harry Stalker. You are welcome to join the group.
More details on noticeboard inside church].

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2013
2013
Tuesday 15 January 2013;
Wednesday 6 March 2013;
Wednesday 17 April 2013 (Annual Parishes meeting)
Wednesday 1 May 2013;
Tuesday 2 July 2013;
Wednesday 4 September 2013;
Tuesday 5 November 2013.
Parish Council meetings start at 7.15pm and are open to all
residents.
As a responsible Parish Council we endeavour to keep an ever
watchful eye on all aspects of parish life and to enhance the
community to the best of our ability. We will always welcome your
thoughts and the usual channels of communication are open, i.e. at
our meetings, by telephone, e-mail or by post.
-----------------------

ANNUAL PARISHES MEETING
ADVANCE DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES
For those village organisations and others who give a report at the
Annual Parishes meeting please note, as mentioned above, this
meeting, which will be separate again from a Parish Council meeting,
will be held on Wednesday 17th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

'PHIL-A-BAG' CLOTHES COLLECTION
NACTON CEVC RIMARY SCHOOL
Many of you in the parish generously filled sacks with unwanted
clothes etc. before Christmas. Cllr. Ian Angus reports that because
of the kind donations a little over £300 was collected for the
school. Thank you to everyone who supported the school in this way.
They hope to do another collection in the Spring.
------------------------Proceeds from the selling of poppies in the village
amounted to £416.00 which has now been given to
the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2012. Special
thanks to those who took on the job of collectors
this time around and for the businesses in the village
who were prepared to have a collecting box in their offices. THANK

YOU FOR HELPING THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY
APPEAL 2012.
NOW - CAN YOU BECOME A POPPY PERSON? Derek and
Rosanne Girling wish to give up the role of organising the sale of
poppies in Levington after doing a fantastic job over many years of
volunteering their time and energy. So could you consider taking
this on? Anyone can do it – you don’t have to be a Royal British
Legion member but you do need to be over 16 to collect on your own.
Volunteers are the life blood of the Royal British Legion and Poppy
Appeal and it would be great if we in Levington could continue to buy
our poppies at the door or village workplace and thus continue this
village’s support for the vital work of the Legion.
If you would like to know what is involved speak to or phone
(659720) Derek or Rosanne who will be pleased to explain.

ADRIAN COTTON
We were sorry to hear the very recent news that Adrian Cotton of
‘Elmbank’, aged 83, had passed away on Sunday morning 6th January
in Ipswich Hospital. Adrian had suffered ill health for some
considerable time. We extend our deepest sympathy to Joan, Jane,
Andrew, Alexandra and Carle and the extended family. It was only
in our last July newsletter that we recorded that Joan and Adrian
had reached the milestone of their Diamond Wedding. Adrian’s
funeral was to be held on 18th January at the Seven Hills
Crematorium. Family flowers only but donations in memory of Adrian
if desired to the St John Eye Hospital c/o. E B Button & Sons Ltd.,
24 St John's Street Woodbridge IP12 1EB.

[A fuller obituary will be in the March edition of the newsletter]
----------------------------

BRIDGE ROAD, LEVINGTON
TRAFFIC SPEED CHECK
Residents have often raised their concern(s) with the Parish Council
about speeding traffic coming through the village. In turn the
Parish Council has involved our local Police Safer Neighbourhood
Team. In response they fitted a speed indicator/recording device
box to a pole on Bridge Road between the 12th and 19th November.
On checking the results, PCSO Andi Hillman advises the average
speed recorded during that week was 27 mph. Obviously, there was
the odd car which travelled slightly above the speed limit but there
were not many that were travelling above the Association of Chief
Police Officers’ 35 mph limit.

GET INVOLVED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
PARISH LITTER PICK
We are blessed with many supportive residents in our parish who
wish to offer their time freely whether as an occasional volunteer
or in a more official position. One such role is that of parish litter
picker! To the untrained eye perhaps this is one of the less
glamorous jobs. However, it is also one of the more important. What
is the first thing you see when visiting the parish? Or, more
accurately, it’s what you don’t see that helps maintain the
character.
So can we coax some lovely volunteers out to help keep our parish
spick and span?
PLEASE COME ALONG ON

SATURDAY 23rd MARCH
Meet outside the Village Hall at 9.30am
to help with the
PARISH LITTER PICK
As usual, appropriate equipment is supplied. Gloves, high visibility
waistcoats and litter pick grabbers will be available. Ian Angus will
organise you into groups and will give you information on areas
where litter needs to be collected.

IMAGES FROM LEVINGTON’S REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
SUNDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2012

Thomas Bixby and friend

Derek Girling, Tony Curtis (village postman) and Parish Council
Chairman David Long

LEVINGTON LOCAL HISTORY CLUB EVENING
On a freezing cold evening, despite several members being away or
otherwise committed, it was good to welcome several folk to the 6th
December meeting. They were fortified with a warming glass of hot
punch kindly provided by Margaret Angus on arrival. Louise Mann
then welcomed the speaker for the evening the historian, Dr. Pat
Murrell, with a talk entitled ‘The History of Father Christmas’.
Based on legends and customs and using slides Pat showed us
interesting images of Father Christmas using 18th century scraps,
broadsheets, old postcards and art to look at the history of that
portly gentleman who descends down chimneys on Christmas Eve to
fill stockings and devour mincepies and sherry left for him! After
the talk members were able to chat over coffee and seasonal
refreshments and we thank Doreen Ralph and Doreen Brown for
making the coffee and tea. When Pat Murrell was booked for this
seasonal talk we were not aware that the meeting night actually fell
on St. Nicholas Day! How apt the talk turned out to be!
------------------------

LEVINGTON GARDENING CLUB
At the November meeting Michael Parry from Thompson and
Morgan spoke on ‘New, Different and Unusual Plants’. Using
excellent digital images he gave an insight into some of the many
different types of plants and vegetables on offer at Thompson and
Morgan. One recent blue breakthrough was Verbascum ‘Blue Lagoon.
The T&M breeder was trying to get a good red colour but a brilliant
blue popped up! According to Michael the best blue seen of any
flower in the plant kingdom. An inspiring illustrated talk leaving
many wanting to try something different or more unusual in their
gardens in the coming year.

NOVEMBER’S VILLAGE ACT OF REMEMBRANCE

In wonderful autumn sunshine, at least 60 people, spanning the
generations, gathered round the War Memorial in St. Peter’s
churchyard to take part in the village annual Act of Remembrance
and to pay silent tribute to those who lost their lives in war. Rev.
Canon Geoffrey Grant led the Remembrance. Poppy wreathes were
laid by the Parish Chairman, David Long on behalf of the Parish
Council and Derek Girling on behalf of village ex-servicemen. Tony
Curtis, our village postman, very ably played the Last Post and
Reveille on his trumpet. A special service was then held in church.
Those attending particularly remembered the 12 men from WWI
and the 4 from WWII whose names are inscribed on the Levington
War Memorial as well as any friends or family involved in conflict.
This year, villagers particularly welcomed amongst them Thomas
Bixby in uniform, who was brought up in Levington and lived at Lodge
Cottage. Thomas recently signed up for a career in the Army and is
currently serving with the Paras based at Colchester. After the
service, welcome refreshments were provided in the Village Hall by
Rosanne Girling, Doreen Ralph and Pat Owen. Derek organised an
interesting display commemorating the Battle of El Alamein as it
was its 70th anniversary.

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
HERE COME THE GIRLS …. Having fun!
January is typically a bluesy kind of month, but we beat those blues
when we turned up the heat and had such fun with the ‘Mystic
BellyDance’ group at our January WI meeting after normal WI
business was dealt with. ‘Heat’? Well some soon got hot with all that
dancing! We thought by joining in we would shake off some of those
excess calories gained over the Christmas period but then we went
and spoilt it by indulging in a lovely finger buffet afterwards!
Instead of a competition on the night members were asked to take
part in a ‘Secret Party Gift’ with just a £1.00 spend. £1.00
nowadays is very little but it is surprising what was in the gifts
when they were opened.
Our February WI evening will be different again when we should
welcome Paul Sawer with an illustrated talk on the ‘Masai Mara’. Paul
is a wildlife photographer so we expect to see some amazing images
of his trip to Kenya and from the African game reserves. The
competition for the night is ‘Bring a wild animal’. The mind boggles
but I suspect we are not expected to bring a real, living animal? But
then, perhaps you never know if anyone in Levington keeps snakes,
baby crocs, rats etc.!!!
We enjoyed a ‘crafty’ evening at the WI Craft Club on 27th
November when with the help of Hilary and Jenny Weston we made
felt and salt dough Christmas decorations and Diane Willsteed and
Sandy Palmer continued their watercolour painting. Such
masterpieces appearing! Next event - Wednesday 23rd January
7.00pm-9.00pm. It will be a Knitters Knatter (we’ve had a request
to learn cable knitting), watercolour painting and we’ll look at the
WI Suffolk Show schedule to decide which classes we might
attempt to enter.

LEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Presentation to retiring WI
President Pat Owen of
silver WI pendant, card and
flowers and handover of
the President’s brooch to
new President Pat Pryke

Changes at the WI! Pat Owen having done a sterling span of around
26 years as Levington’s WI President decided at the November
AGM it was the right time to step down. Her decision has been very
reluctantly accepted by members and the committee. Pat was
thanked for all her time, loyalty, dedication and excellent leadership
over all of those years of leading Levington WI. Indeed she hands
over at a period in time when this WI is thriving with an increased
membership. Over all those years Pat has led countless monthly
meetings, overseen committee meetings, attended National AGMs
and Federation Council meetings. She has also welcomed numerous
new members and been saddened when some have passed on. Judy
Smith also stood down from the committee after many years of
support. Onto the WI committee come Nancy Matthews and Sandy
Palmer.
The new President is Pat Pryke, who has lived in Levington since
1983 and is known to many in the village in her other role as parish
councillor. She feels she has a hard act to follow but with the
support of the committee and members aims do her utmost to
continue the success of this friendly WI.

NEWS FROM THE FARM
This year at Stratton Hall Farms Ltd. we have farmed
approximately 800 hectares of land on which we have grown wheat,
barley, oil seed rape, potatoes and carrots.
We have managed a further 43 hectares of land under the
Environmental Stewardship scheme. This helps us to deliver, in line
with EU directives, effective environmental management so that we
can develop habitats, conserve wildlife and protect natural
resources.
The highlight of the growing year was the breaking of the drought
with the rain in April, ending the potential of a two year restriction
on irrigating our crops. This would have had serious impacts on
production.
The low point is too much rain in the Autumn. At the time of writing
this in November we are struggling to get the potatoes out of the
water-logged ground. It is a very muddy business – but we do brush
the road clean at the end of each day. The wet ground also makes it
difficult to sow next year’s crops.
On the positive side, we are moving ahead to reduce our carbon
footprint, and are grateful to all those in the Parish who have
supported our application for a solar farm.

[Chris Mayhew]
[Footnote: Suffolk Coastal District Council South Development
Control committee (Planning Committee) will decide on the solar
farm application at their meeting on 23 January 2013].

VILLAGE HALL AGM
The AGM of the Village Hall Trustees was held 28th November
2012. Few were there and Mr. Rackham chaired the meeting in the
absence of Mr. Emminson who was ill.
1. Finances. Despite increased lettings, hire income was still
£200 lower than running costs, which are expected to
increase in 2013. Reserves continue to be built up for
creating an extension and as a result of the donation of the
proceeds of various events organised by village organisations
during last year, now stand at almost £12,000.
2. Officers
The chairman (Clive Emminson), Treasurer (Stephen Rackham)
and
Secretary
(Ali
Bailey)
were
all
re-elected.
3. Hire
Charges
In view of the continued deficit in covering the running costs,
hire charges, which have remained unchanged for several
years,
are
increased
from
1st
January
2013:
Village hire £20/session
Outside hire
£30/session
4. Extension
Efforts to obtain some grant funding continue.

UPDATE ON PARISH TRANSPORT AND THE
CONCESSIONARY FARES SCHEME
163 Levington-Nacton-Ipswich - 172/173/4 FelixstoweWoodbridge
178/179 Waldringfield/Kirton /Bucklesham-Ipswich
Late November Suffolk County Council advised that bus services on
the above routes have for some time performed poorly and the
current contracts with Suffolk County Council will reach their life
term at the end of March. They were therefore at advance stages
in planning new contracts effective from April. It was not their
intention to make any significant reduction in service levels however
they are attempting to address poor performance of the contracts.
To assist in addressing these they are taking into account known
patronage, changes to school arrangements in the area and other
factors such as the new medical centre in Felixstowe. [Note: In

Levington the continued detrimental cuts to our bus service over
recent years has badly affected our patronage of the 163. No
service to Felixstowe – to Ipswich reduced service 3 days a week
instead of daily – just 1½ hours in Ipswich to shop before the return
journey - – a downward spiral!] Any new arrangements are not yet
known but please use the buses if you can.
The Suffolk County Council cabinet met on 11th December 2012 to
discuss the concessionary travel scheme. At this meeting it was
decided that the current scheme would not change, meaning pass
holders are entitled to free travel between the hours of 0930 and
2300 Monday to Friday and all day at weekends and bank holidays.
The Travel Voucher scheme was also discussed and it was agreed
the value of vouchers would increase from the £50 to £100 from
April 2013. Those with a disability/blindness or injury that prevent
them using conventional buses or due to ‘remoteness’ where there
are insufficient bus services can use the vouchers to pay for
journey by community transport, taxi or private hire vehicles.
However, if you accept vouchers you give up your Bus Pass.

LEVINGTON 2012 PICTURE
SHOW

PART TWO
with Derek Girling and David Pryke
7.30pm in the Village Hall
on TUESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY

£3 entrance fee on the door.
Raffle for which prizes welcomed.
Proceeds towards the Village Hall extension

EVERYONE WELCOME

HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
TEAM

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
The next PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
is in the Village Hall on

WEDNESDAY 6TH MARCH 2013
[pre-agenda forum between
7.15pm-7.30pm]
[Council meeting from 7.30pm]
[Open Forum at the end]
[ALL WELCOME]

*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*≈*
PARISH COUNCILLOR DETAILS
David Long (Chairman) 659342
David Pryke (Vice-Chairman) 659554
Ian Angus 659249
John Bailey 655023
Nick Hopkins 659273
Louise Mann 659538
Pat Pryke 659554
Parish Clerk – Marian Rose 659638
Mrs. Patricia O’Brien
(County Councillor & District Councillor)
448228
Mrs. Veronica Falconer (District Councillor) 01394 448263

Village Hall Bookings (David and Mary Wake) (01473) 659627
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator (Bob Hardwick) (01473) 659631
Area Police Beat Officer Pc Paul Smith (01473) 613500
Safer Neighbourhood Team/Sgt. James Harper (01473) 613500
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